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The movies you want. 
The way you want them. 


Ever dream of 
building your own 
— permanent library of 
major motion pictures? 

Stop dreaming. 
Start building. With hit 
movies like 
Superman. The 
Exorcist. 
Deliverance. The 
| Wild Bunch. Rebel 
Without A Cause. 
Woodstock. And 


many, many more. 

All original, theatrical versions. All 
without commercials. All professionally 
duplicated on top-quality VHS or Beta 
videocassettes. 

All backed by the reputation of WCI 
Home Video, a Warner Communications 
Company. 


© 1980 WC! Home Video inc. 


Comedies like Blazing Saddles. Action 
classics like Enter The Dragon. WCIl Home 
Video has them all. Even current hits like The 
Bugs Bunny/Road Runner Movie. 

And every WCIl Home Video movie comes. 
to you in a durable, attractive library box that 
tells you cast, credits, and inside information 
on the storybehind the film you'll be seeing. 

You see, WCI Home Video takes home 
video seriously. 

When you’re making an investment in 
prerecorded videocassettes, you deserve the 
movies you want. The way you want them. 

So that’s exactly what we intend to give 
YOU. write for our free catalog of WCI Home Video releases. 


WCI HOME VIDEO We 


A Warner Communications Company 
CN #03050, Trenton, N.J. 08650 


: 


“* Trademark of Warner Communications Inc. Reg. US Pat. & TM Off. 
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TDK Super Avilyn videotape revo- 
lutionized the home video cassette 
market by being the first to deliver 
high quality four-hour pictures. The 
performance was so outstanding, 
deck manufacturers knew they 
could proceed with the develop- 
ment of six-hour play. 

When the decks were ready, 
TDK videotape, always improving, 
was there waiting. Six hours are the 
critical test. The tape moves at one 
third the original VHS speed. So 
slow, the slightest inconsistency will 
be magnified. TDK passes the test 
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brilliantly. At six-hour speed it de- 
livers color pictures of startling reso- 
lution and quality. And the beauty 
of it is: the degree of consistency. 
Because of its ultra-high particle 
density, Super Avilyn provides an 
excellent signal-to-noise ratio and 
virtually no drop outs. A difference 
you can appreciate. 

TDK Super Avilyn offers another 
benefit. It acts against oxide shed- 
ding and videodeck head wear. If 
videotape is not reliable, repeated 
use at the longer playing speed can 
cause damage to the delicate parts 
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of your videodeck. Super Avilyn has 
a strong binder which holds onto its 
cobalt-adsorbed gamma ferric 
oxide crystals. You get thousands of 
trouble-free playing hours. 

You may not be able to see the 
difference between six-hour 
videotapes right away. But you'll 
See it eventually. 


‘aT DIK. 


High fidelity for the eyes 


© 1980 TDK Electronics Corp. Garden City, New York 11530 
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The Component that Stores and Protects 
Your VHS or Beta Tapes. 


ohape Videobox is a compact expand- 
able storage system. Each Videobox 
will interlock with any other Videobox to 
make any system combination you de- 
sire... Stack them vertically or horizon- 
tally to organize your video library. 


a AY a 


Keep your video tapes clean, safe and 
accessible. Shape Videoboxes come 
complete with silver drawer labels and 


mounting pads. 


Dealer & Distributor Inquiries— 
Call (207) 282-6155 


SHAPE, INC., Consumer Products Division 
Sage eset eeh asia Biddeford Industrial Park, Biddeford, Maine 04005 
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HOLLYWOOD’S RUSH 
TO TAPE AND DISC 


The big movie companies are 
jumping on the home video 
bandwagon. Soon, “first-run” may 
include your home. 

by Peter Caranicas 


33 
DEAR VIDEO DIARY 


Taping just a few minutes a day will 
provide you with a visual record of 
your life, and you'll see your camera 
techniques improve, too. 

by Madison Bell and Alex Roshuk 
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GAZING INTO 
THE VIDEO FUTURE 


Are you ready for cameras the size 
of buttons, recorders the size of 
matchboxes, and 3-D television? In 
25 years, you won't be able to do 
without them. 

by Mark Schubin 


41 
VIDEO ART 
FROMATOZ 


Video art may be seen in museums, 
schools, libraries, and artists’ 
spaces. Now, some works are 
available for home viewing. Here’s a 
guide to the people, places and 
programs. 

by Victor Ancona 
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TODD RUNDGREN AND 


HIS VIDEO UTOPIA 


Rock star Todd Rundgren is 
producing video in his backwoods 
studio. Photographer Eric Kroll 
captures him at work. 


30 
COPYRIGHT: YOUR 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


Is it legal to tape Annie Hall and 
trade it for a friend’s copy of 
Coming Home? Can you charge 
your neighbors admission to watch 
your tapes? What about taping 
cable tv? Know your rights. 


32 
THE VIDEOCASSETTE 
SOLUTION 


The complete Basil Rathbone series 
of Sherlock Holmes films from the 
40’s is now available on 
videocassette. Find out whodunit. 
by Ron Smith 


36 
YOUR GUIDE TO 
VIDEO GOODIES 


Plug in, turn on, tune in and avoid 
drop-out. You can, with the latest 
video accessories. 

by Michael Heiss 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 
TAKE MY VCR... 
PLEASE! 


It’s no joke. VCRs, cable tv and 
video games are Creeping into Our 
national consciousness. Just take a 
look at the work of America’s major 
cartoonists. 

by Gary Arlen 
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COVER: Fresh from its smash 
success at the box office, The Jerk 
is already out on cassette and disc. 
The Steve Martin film is pioneering 
a trend that may make your home a 
first-run movie house. Video 
equipment by Panasonic, 
photographed by Marty Umans. 
Collage executed by Jay Harper. 
Cover design by Richard Becker. 
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TRUE NETWORK COLOR 


AND CLARITY MAKES 


ITSELF AT HOME. 


With the kind of money the networks 
put on the line every time they tape 
a TV show, they have to get it right the 
first time. The picture 
has to be sharp and 
bright, with brilliant, 
true color. That’s 
why the major 
networks use 
Scotch® video tape. 


With the kind 
of money you ve got 
invested in your 
home recorder, you 

have every right to 
demand all the color, the clarity, the 
brilliance, the performance your machine 


can deliver. And there’s one sure way 
to get it. Get Scotch Videocassettes. 


Theyre specially formulated and engi- 
neered to give you true color and clarity. 


To show your true colors when you 
record at home, get Scotch Videocassettes. 
a They are available in both 
Beta and VHS 
formats. 


SCOTCH VIDEOCASSETTES. THE TRUTH COMES OUT. 
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Our show, your show 

As you’re settling in to read this 
issue of Home Video, we will be 
packing our bags and heading for 
the Summer Consumer Electronics 
Show in Chicago, where your video 
dealer, and we of the press, will get 
a good look at the products you'll 
see this winter. We will, of course, 
be reporting to you on what we see, 
but haven’t you always wanted to 
attend one of those shows, with 
aisle after aisle of the latest 
equipment? 

This fall, you can! In November, the 
New York Coliseum will house the 
first National Home Entertainment 
Show, an open-to-the-public 
exhibition of home video equipment 
and programs, as well as audio 
equipment, computers, games and 
photography. We at Home Video are 
pleased to be associated with the 
show, which is being produced 
by our parent company, United 
Business Publications. 

We’re planning to have workshops 
on home video subjects at the show, 
and we would welcome your com- 
ments on subjects you'd like to see 
covered. And we look forward to 
meeting many of you from the New 
York area in November. 

At the scene 

Senior Editor Peter Caranicas 
filed the cover story (Hollywood's 
Rush to Tape and Disc) following a 
week in Southern California attending 
industry conferences and visiting 
programming moguls. He was 
accompanied by Managing Editor 
Diana Loevy, who had just returned 
from the tranquil upstate New York 
site of Todd Rundgren’s video 
studio (page 47). 

Equipment Editor Michael Heiss 
dropped off his accessories roundup 
(page 56) on the way back from 
Las Vegas, and is getting ready for 
reports on projection tv, recorders 
and cameras following the latest 
unveilings at the Summer CES. 

Clothes fit the man, and Technical 
Editor Mark Schubin was reluctant 
to change back into civvies after we 
took the photos that accompany his 
prognostications on home video 25 
years from now (page 36). He was 
just starting to enjoy the stares of 
the technicians at the WNET facility 
where we were shooting. In August, 
Mark trades his fortune telling garb 
for a safari jacket and reports on 
taking your home video equipment 
around the world. 


Also in the line-up 

Victor Ancona (Video Art from A 
to Z) has been writing on video 
art since 1976 for Videography, our 
sister magazine for professionals in 
video. 

Gary Arlen (Take My VCR...Please) 
reports that he started watching tv 
and reading the funny pages at the 
same age. When notclipping cartoons 
he edits VideoNews and Satellite 
News newsletters in Washington. 

Madison Bell and Alex Roshuk 
(Dear Video Diary) met while attend- 
ing Princeton. Bell, the writer of the 
team, is at work on his second 
novel. Roshuk is a video editor at 
Young Filmmakers/Video Arts in 
New York and has worked on various 
film and video projects as editor and 
Cameraman including Wraparound, 
a PBS documentary. 

Joanne Ostrow (Copyright: Your 
Questions Answered) reports from 
Washington for Videography, and 
specializes in legislative and legal 
topics. 

Ron Smith (The Videocassette 
Solution) is a dedicated film buff 
who has written for a variety of pub- 
lications. How dedicated? He has 
film stars and cartoon characters 
speaking to you on his telephone 
answering machine. 

Glitches 

Before going further with June, 
let's put right two errors in the April 
issue: 

Wrong picture, right caption: VHS 
units do use RCA (phono) plugs, 
but the plug shown on page 63 is a 
%" phone plug. 

Right picture, wrong caption: The 
credit and copyright line was inad- 
vertently omitted from the drawing 
on page 82 illustrating “That Man 
in the White House: FDR.” Barry 
Morgen is the illustrator, and he 
holds copyright to the drawing. 

—B.A. 
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 

This being 1980, | knew one of the 
best things | could do was to sub- 
scribe to Home Video. 

Fred Valentine 

Los Angeles CA 


A LITTLE IMAGINATION 

| wish to inform you how pleased | 
am with Home Video. | would, how- 
ever, like to see a column where the 
reader can contribute his or her 
knowledge acquired here and there 
and by trial and error. 

Home Video enthusiasts, like me 
and others | know, like to read about 
new items on the market, new 
developments and trends. However, 
it is impossible to buy all these 
video accessories and gadgets as 
they are quite expensive. So we all 
look for ideas about how to do 
things for less and by using your 
imagination. 

The great majority of video fans 
have had (and continue to have) 
close ties with photography. Over 
the years they have accumulated 
movies and slides in all kinds of 
formats. | read the article by Gene 
Warren in the premiere issue (“Pre- 
serve Your Best on Videocassette’) 
and it is comforting to know that 
Fotomat can and will do it well. But 
to a hobbyist, it is much more 
satisfying if he can do it himself, 
even if the final results are not as 
perfect as Fotomat’s. 

Let me give you an example: | 
purchased the Quasar Tele-Cine 
converter and encountered insur- 
mountable difficulties. | used my 
Anscorama slide projector with two 
lenses; one was a seven-inch regu- 
lar projecting lens and the second 
was a six-inch zoom lens. The regu- 
lar lens was useless, and with the 
zoom lens | could barely focus 
down on the small screen. | practi- 
cally had to take out the lens from 
the projector and then the auto- 
focus did not work properly. 

Next | tried a Eumig projector. 
The zoom lens worked properly and 
| could focus the lens to the proper 
size. | adjusted the projector to the 
flickerless 20 frames per second and 
that’s when my trouble started. 

| used two video cameras with it: 
the RCA CC04 and the JVC 71, both 
had zoom lenses. The RCA was 
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automatic, the JVC auto and man- 
ual. | tried everything but could not 
get a sharp image, not even an 
acceptable one. 

Then | decided to do it my way. | 
went out and bought two inexpen- 
sive wooden frames 8 by 10-inches 
and mounted them together verti- 
cally (the 8-inch sides together). In 
one frame | put a mirror, in the other 
frame | put a projection plastic from 
Spiratone. | bought four close-up 
lenses for $20. Sizes: +1, +2, +0.25, 
+0.50. Then | was in business. 

| used the JVC camera in manual 
mode and auto mode with good 
results. Since the RCA camera was 
automatic, it was useless due to 
image retention. | used this setup at 
right angles and had no trouble 
focusing. The f-stop was sufficient 
for the projection in both modes. 

For transferring slides, | used the 
close-up lenses 1, .50, and .25 and 
for the movies | used 2, .50, and .25. 
| threw the projector speed in 
between 18 and 24 frames. The 
results were fairly sharp and clear, 

That’s my contribution, perhaps 
you could advise others to try this. 

Mike Weinstein 

Woodside NY 


DISTRIBUTION NETWORKS 

First of all, I'd like to say that 
Home Video is a great magazine: 
informative and visually appealing. 

| have an idea for some demo 
tapes for a videocassette. | have 
been teaching a unique type of 
exercise to people for more than 
nine years and would like to put this 
exercise series on videotape. This 
material is copyrighted and | have 
written authorization to present it in 
any way | see fit. 

A home exercise program is a hot 
idea but | can’t seem to connect 
with the caliber of people who can 
give this project a go-ahead. Any 
suggestions? Where’s the money 
and the power? 

William F. Stroud 

New York, NY 
Right now, the videocassette distri- 
bution business is concentrated in 
the hands of a few big distributors 
as well as some independents of 
varying sizes. You might want to 
pick up a copy of our sister maga- 
zine Videography, which serves the 


video professional, for tips on get- 
ting your tape distributed. 


WELL, WHAT ABOUT IT? 

How about a feature or column on 
“What I'd Like to See... .’’? Like: | 
would like to see them put the index 
signal on tape at the end ofa 
recorded section of tape instead of 
at the start. That way, when I’m 
looking for the start of a blank sec- 
tion of tape, all | would have to do is 
to fast forward to the last index sig- 
nal and | would be ready to start. 

| would like to see someone add 
dubbing capability without wiping 
out the previous sound. For example 
on A Bridge Too Far, | would like to 
overlay an English translation on the 
German dialogue in the film. 

| would like to see some way of 
backing up while recording and re- 
starting. For example, if | am using 
the pause control to eliminate com- 
mercials and | miss the start of a 
commercial, it’s almost impossible 
to really go back to the end of the 
section. 

| would like to see the capability 
of taking a previously recorded tape 
and blipping out unwanted sections. 

| would like to see tv shows made 
available on tape. | would love to 
have all four years of The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show and many of the 
PBS shows like /, Claudius and 
Masterpiece Theater. 

Dave Williams 

Columbia MD 


BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 

The inaccuracy of one of your list- 
ings in the premiere issue makes me 
wonder about the other information 
in your magazine. | refer to the list- 
ing “VISIONDISC, New York, NY.” 
Over a year ago, | placed an order 
with them, but to date have heard 
nothing from them in spite of sev- 
eral letters to them. They cashed my 
check promptly but my inquiries 
have gone unanswered and no 
cassettes have been received. Which 
address do you have? 

Name and address withheld 
The latest address we have for 
Visiondisc is PO Box 688, Westport, 
CT. We have also written to them 
and have received no reply. They 
have a new catalogue out but caveat 
emptor! 


Home Video 


Your videocassette 


recorder is not just an 


expensive toy! 


Now you can turn your television into a 
total “home entertainment center.” 


If you own a videocassette recorder, you can now see the 
latest award-winning motion pictures, thrilling sports events, 
adult entertainment, enchanting children’s shows, and other 
outstanding features...for about 20% of the cost of buying 
pre-recorded cassettes! Sound unbelievable? Well, it's true 
— VidAmerica makes it easy for you to enjoy top-notch 
entertainment in the privacy of your own home...at low, 

low money-saving prices. 


Easy to order...easy to return 
The “Program Guide” makes choosing the 


See the world’s best films 
VidAmerica will make available to you the 


finest films from Hollywood and the best of 
imports, too. Many of them are VidAmerica 
exclusives...not available elsewhere, and 
they’re all in their original uncut, unedited 
versions, very often never to be seen on 
network television. They're the movies you 
might have missed and have been wanting 
to see...or the ones that you saw in the 
theater and want to see again in their en- 
tirety. And now you can enjoy them on your 
own television for an amazing 80% less 
than the cost of purchasing comparable 
cassettes. ..films like “Hair, “Last Tango 

in Paris” “Casablanca; “Coming Home,’ 
“Carnal Knowledge,” “Oh! Calcutta”... 
and so many more. 


Entertainment for the entire family 

In addition to outstanding motion pictures, 
VidAmerica also gives you a choice of other 
exciting programming, including thrilling 
nightclub spectaculars, children’s films and 
cartoons, sports events, old-time classic 
films, and unusual adult entertainment, too. 
Whatever your tastes and preferences, the 
VidAmerica Videocassette Rental Club 
offers you the best entertainment you've 
been waiting for...at the lowest cost. 


How the club works 

As a VidAmerica member, you will receive 
bi-monthly, a new full-color, illustrated 
“Program Guide,’ containing a listing 

and description of all the new movies and 
other features available. ..and the best of 
previous offerings, too. They're all yours to 
rent for viewing in your own home for a full 
7 days at the Club’s amazing low prices... 
about 80% less than the purchase price. 


VidAmerica/The Videocassette Rental Club, Inc. 
is a subsidiary of Video Corporation of America 


videocassettes you want to see very easy... 
since each program is fully described and 


Never an obligation 


As a Club member you are never required 


to rent any cassettes at all. The choice Is 
always yours. Order as many or as few as 
you wish...or none at all. There’s never an 
obligation. 


Additional membership benefits 
Once you become a Club member, you are 
also entitled to important savings on blank 
tapes and many other video accessories. 
And there's a 24 hour toll-free number that 
will make ordering even easier. 


Send for FREE information now! 

We want you to know all about VidAmerica— 
The Videocassette Rental Club and how 

it Can bring you the best in entertainment 


illustrated. The order form is simple to use, too. 
And every selection is delivered right to your 
door in the very same package that you use for 
returning it 7 days later. You don't have to 
search around for a carton...you don't have to 
put on any postage...you don't even have to 
address the return package. It’s all done for you 
in advance. When you're ready to return it, just 


at fantastic savings. Just send in the coupon 
now and we'll send you a complete package 
of information, including the current Program 
Guide. Absolutely no obligation, of course! 


FIRST RENTAL FREE 


If you send in the coupon now for 


drop it in any mailbox. It couldn't be easier. 


J = ™ 
WZ VidAmerica 
=e The Videocassette Rental Club 
ri, 235 East 55th St., New York, NY 10022 


your FREE PROGRAM GUIDE 
and Membership information, we'll 


send you a special bonus— The 
VidAmerica “FIRST RENTAL FREE” 
Get Acquainted Offer. 


For FREE Information & Program Guide In New York State 
mail coupon below OR CALL TOLL-FREE 800-223-1318 call 212-355-1505 
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FREE PROGRAM GUIDE. 


. Please send me, without obligation, complete information j 
about how VidAmerica can turn my television into a total : 
home entertainment center, along with the current issue 

of the Program Guide — ALL ABSOLUTELY FREE. 
Be sure to include the VidAmerica— 

“FIRST RENTAL FREE” Get Acquainted Offer. 


Mail to: VidAmerica, Dept. HV-3 
235 East 55th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
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Questions & Answers 


OVERDOING IT 

| have a question about my VHS 
system. When | play back a tape | 
recently recorded | get an area of 
noise at the top of the picture. | 
think this could be static mistrack- 
ing and | treated it by making sure 
that the guides, capstans, and tape 
tension arm are exceptionally clean. 
This took care of it for the most part 
(every 15 seconds or so | still get a 
speck of snow). | 

Did | diagnose my problem cor- 
rectly? Did | treat it accordingly? 
Also, how often should | clean my 
heads—|! currently use a Nortronic 
kit? 

W. George McAdams 

Aliceville AL 


It seems as though your machine 
is due for a trip to the repair shop. 
While it is hard to do a long- 
distance diagnosis of your machine, 
it seems likely that the tape guides 
or audio/control head may be 
slightly out of mechanical align- 
ment. For proper recording and 
reproduction of tapes that will 
interchange—that is to playback on 
another machine (or even your 
own)—the exact position of tape to 
heads must be consistently main- 
tained. In your attempt to clean the 
machine it is possible that you may 
have used too much pressure on a 
head or guide which pushes it out of 
alignment. 

Unless you are a very heavy user 
of your machine or it is in a very 
dusty or smokey environment, you 
shouldn't clean the heads unless 
they show that they are clogging 
more often by the appearance of 
snow on the screen. The use of 
quality tapes, sensible use of freeze 
frame holds, and a clean environ- 
ment will keep your heads clean. 
Clean heads are necessary for 
proper video recording, but don’t 
overdo it. 


COLUMBIAN GROWN 

| read in Home Video that Colum- 
bia Pictures has released a number 
of its films in the videocassette for- 
mat. There are a number of Colum- 
bia titles that | am most anxious to 
acquire in Beta II format, and | am 
writing to find out if you can get the 
titles, or if they are not yet released, 
can help me in convincing the pow- 
ers that be to release the titles. The 


titles are: The Seventh Voyage of 
Sinbad, The Golden Voyage of Sin- 
bad, Jason and the Argonauts and 
The First Men in the Moon. 

Any information that you can pro- 
vide me with in hunting down these 
films is greatly appreciated. 

Jack Paulis 

Spring Valley CA 


Our source at Columbia said they 
have no plans to release these films 
on videocassette in the foreseeable 
future, and that even the most 
ardent fan can’t alter the situation. 
One Sinbad film not on your list— 
Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger—is 
in Columbia Picture’s video 
catalogue. 

How do they decide what to 
release? “It’s a political thing,” said 
our Columbia source. “It goes from 
one department to the next.” 
Sounds vague, we know, adding our 
usual “maybe someday...” 


STEREO SOUND 

| have been examining portable 
VCR specs and none appear to offer 
the dual sound track capability of 
the Panasonic NV-8200. How are the 
tracks arranged on the tape by the 
NV-8200? (Most of the video books 
I’ve read claim that this can’t be 
done in the half-inch format.) Pana- 
sonic didn’t respond to my question 
about any future plans to add this 
feature to a portable VCR. Have you 
folks heard of any plans to intro- 
duce this feature on a portable sys- 
tem by any manufacturer? 

Rod Bourne 

Arlington VA 


The two-channel audio in both 
VHS and Beta machines so 
equipped is obtained by splitting the 
area previously allocated to audio in 
half, much as in the audiocassette, 
so that compatibility will be main- 
tained. A stereo cassette will still 
play back on a mono machine. Both 
formats offer dual track audio on 
industrial machines, but not on por- 
tables to date. 

It is worth noting that the VHS 
groups have introduced consumer 
machines in Japan with dual track 
(stereo) audio and Dolby™ type B 
noise reduction. No plans, however, 
have been formally announced for 
introduction of these machines in 
the U.S. market. 


Set manufacturers and broadcast 
engineers are presently at work on 
the creation of a compatible stereo 
sound system for television in this 
country. When such a system is 
implemented, you can rest assured 
that all home recorders will be avail- 
able in stereo versions. 


JUST PAUSING THROUGH 

Have just finished reading your 
first issue and all | can say is 
“great.” Now for the problem: | own 
a Sony SL-8200 VCR, and am very 
happy with it, on the whole. 
Equipped with Sony’s AG 120 
changer, it can record up to six 
hours with an automatic change of 
cassettes. The big problem with this 
machine is the manual pause con- 
trol, making it necessary to get up to 
edit out commercials. Do you know 
of anyone who is making a kit, add- 
on, or any other gadget to geta 
remote pause control? 

John Cataldc 

Hallandale FL 


You've got a bit of a problem, 
since your machine was not 
designed with electrical or elec- 
tronic pause in mind. One crude, 
but cheap, solution would be to drill 
a hole in the pause control, tie a 
wire to it, and pull on the wire from 
across the room when you need to 
pause. A more sophisticated solu- 
tion is offered by some video deal- 
ers who will install a remotely oper- 
ated solenoid (an electromagnetic 
pusher and puller), which could be 
operated by a switch. 


CASUALTY LIST 

Do you know of any company that 
markets any commercial videotapes 
for the Quasar VR-1000/VX-2000 
Great Time Machine? 

Lawrence Cohen 

Ontario CAN 


The Great Time Machine is now a 
“dead” format. The machines have 
been off the market for over a year. 
It is a famous format casualty (as 
are Cartrivision, Philips VCR format, 
and the EIAJ cartridge system) and 
unfortunately, it means that you will 
have great difficulty obtaining soft- 
ware. None of the major software 
distributors provide tapes in this 
format. 
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Questions & Answers 


VCR FUTURES 

Will a home video recorder price 
come down to $500? Will the nine 
hour VCR be the last one on the 
market? 

Jimmy Licata 

Staten Island NY 


A home video recorder will defi- 
nitely fall to $500, and quite soon. 
Both BASF and Toshiba are shoot- 
ing for a $500 price range for the 
introduction of their new, incompat- 
ible longitudinal video recorders, 
and it may go down from there. 
Meanwhile, whatever Beta and VHS 
machines are listing for, discounters 
are already offering them for less 
than $700. Don’t wait too long, 
though—you won't be able to buy 
$500 for $500 next year. 

The nine hour VCR? It’s really the 
nine hour cassette, which, for a six- 
hour format VCR boils down to a 
three hour cassette, or 50 percent 
more tape than is being used for six 
hour recording. It’s a bit tough to 
cram that much tape into a cassette 
without it stretching, falling apart or 
letting too much signal leak 
between layers, but it’s being 
worked on. Last on the market? 
Heck, no! There'll be new formats 
and even longer recording times 
thereafter. 


COMMERCIAL KILLERS 

How do the devices that automat- 
ically cut out commercials work? Is 
there one basic system? If so, with- 
out naming a trade name, could you 
recommend the best system? Do 
they really do the job attributed to 
them and are they practical? 

Frank Mezek 

Denver CO 


There is absolutely no electronic 
way to tell a commercial from a pro- 
gram; sometimes you can’t even tell 
the difference yourself! There is, 
however, an easy way to tell color 
from black-and-white. It’s a signal 
called a color burst and it is trans- 
mitted during color programming 
and not during black-and-white 
programming. Therefore, if you take 
a box that can detect that signal and 
connect it to your pause control, it 
can put a recorder in pause when- 
ever a black-and-white movie is 
interrupted by a color commercial. 
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How well do such devices work? 
Well, they’re excellent at determin- 
ing whether or not something is in 
color and at activating the pause 
control. The rest is up to your VCR 
and the television station. If your 
VCR is sluggish coming out of 
pause, youll miss some movie; if the 
television station accidently leaves 
the color burst on as the movie 
Starts, you'll get the same result. By 
and large, though, these are very 
effective units. 

There are other units which claim 
to detect commercials even in the 
midst of color programming. They 
rely on any number of things that 
might be different about a 
commercial—a fade to black before 
it begins, for example. Unfortu- 
nately, there are programs that 
include these same potentially dif- 
ferent cues and commercial breaks 
that don’t. These units are roughly 
as effective as a “system” in Las 
Vegas. 


ARRIBA, ARRIBA 

Can you advise whether any of 
the rental organizations would 
accept subscribers from overseas 
like myself? 

Denis |. Duveen 

Petropolis Brazil 


First of all, the postage would be 
so prohibitive, you are better off 
buying the tape. Second of all, over- 
seas rights to videotapes must be 
negotiated and obtained, and at this 
point, many titles are not available 
overseas. But the rental companies 
are working on it. A spokesperson 
for VidAmerica says that when there 
is a demand, they will look into an 
overseas rental program. But for 
now, their services are only availa- 
ble in the U.S., Puerto Rico, the Vir- 
gin Islands, and Canada. 


GIVING PAUSE 

| own a Sears (Sanyo) Betavision 
VCR and a J.C. Penney color 
Camera number 685-5301. | cannot 
get the remote pause to function 
with the camera trigger. The remote 
pause works fine with the cord and 
switch that came with the VCR, and 
the camera trigger works fine on the 
remote pause of the VCR in the 
store where | bought it using the 
same power supply adapter and 


hook-up wires. | even spliced the 
pause wire from the camera to the 
wire that came with the VCR to 
make sure it wasn’t in the shape of 
the plug or jack. 

The video and audio work beauti- 
fully. Is there anything | can do 
except carry the separate remote 
pause cord with me and forget the 
trigger? Help please! 

Ronald Wisdom 

Beebe AR 


Alas! All pauses were not created 
equal. Your VCR is of the Beta fam- 
ily and your camera of the VHS. Like 
the Hatfields and the McCoys, they 
just don’t work well together. In fact, 
even within the VHS family there are 
splinter groups. Your video dealer 
may be able to rig up an adapter 
box for you, but that sounds more 
difficult than carrying the remote 
pause control around. Try this: Wire 
the switch contacts on the camera 
trigger directly to the switch con- 
tacts on your remote pause control. 
Even then, you may have to replace 
the switch on the camera (normally 
open for normally closed) depena- 
ing on how your remote control is 
wired. 


CANADA DRY 

| have yet to notice in any maga- 
zine a distributor in Canada for 
prerecorded videocassettes. Also 
upon talking to dealers that sell 
videocassette recorders, they don’t 
seem to know of any dealers either. 
| don't know who to contact regard- 
ing purchasing already taped pro- 
grams. | do hope you can help me. 
Keep up the good work. 

R. L. Conforti 

Saskatchewan CAN 


Magnetic Video, for one, does 
have a Canadian distributor: VTR 
Productions Ltd., at 47 Scollard St., 
Toronto, Ontario, M5R1G11; phone 
416/921-5127. However, VP Bob 
Vandegrift adds that so far Magnetic 
has sought only limited Canadian 
distribution, since a 12 percent duty 
and 15 percent difference in cur- 
rency raises the price of U.S. 
imports to almost $100 per cassette. 
The ideal situation, he concludes, 
would be to have reproduction facil- 
ities in Canada; but as yet that 
scheme’s just a gleam in the distrib- 
utor’s eye. 


Home Video 
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Wideoeast Previews 


JUNE 


HOME BOX OFFICE 


Grease. (1978) Based on the musi- 
cal hit with John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton-John. A talented cast of vet- 
eran comics including Eve Arden, 
Sid Caeser and Joan Blondell lend 
support to a film that the critics pan- 
ned and movie-goers flocked to — 
it's a teenager’s dream come true. 

The In-Laws. (1979) Peter Falk is 
an addled CIA agent. Alan Arkin is a 
New York dentist. Various car chases 
and gun battles ensue and the two 
work quite well together in this funny 
film. 

Onion Field. (1979) This is the true 
story of a 1963 kidnapping case in- 
volving two Los Angeles policemen. 
Joseph Wambaugh and_ Harold 
Becker collaborated to make this 
painfully accurate adaptation a 
strong, affecting piece. 

Cuba. (1979) Director Richard Les- 
ter described this film as ‘‘a political 
film in which no one spoke about 
politics and a love story in which no 
one spoke about love.” This is an ac- 
curate analysis of a political thriller 
that finds Sean Connery in Cuba as 
the revolution peaks. The plot be- 
comes very muddled and politically 
unintelligible, but Batista-era Cuba is 
evoked splendidly. 

The Villain. (1979) Kirk Douglas 
stars in this western farce as a 
clumsy cowpoke caught between the 
overwhelming chests of Ann-Margret 
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and Arnold Schwarzenegger. Di- 
rected by former stuntman Hal 
Needham (Smokey and the Bandit, 
Hooper) the film does contain some 
fancy stunts but the characters are 
slim and the humor too broad to 
spoof. 

Dr. No. (1962) lan Fleming’s first 
James Bond extravaganza. Sean 
Connery creates the role of the suave 
super agent, 007, whose British cool, 
handy gadgets, and_ international 
womanizing spawned many imitators 
while providing a cultural reference 
point for the early 60’s. As the most 
glamorous person of the Cold War, 
Bond always triumphs and rarely 
gets his hands dirty. In this one, he 
vanquishes a fiend out to control the 
world and gets Ursula Andress in the 
process. This film is part of HBO’s 
James Bond ‘‘festival’ 

The Frisco Kid. (1979) Gene Wilder 
stars in this hokey yarn about a rabbi 
traveling through the Old West. The 
film has few big laughs but the 
Characters are so stereotyped that 
it's hard for the plodding gags to 
offer any real surprises. 


SHOWTIME 


Death on the Nile. (1978) Hoping to 
duplicate the success of Murder on 
the Orient Express the producers of 
this murder-mystery have counted 
on a star-studded cast to carry the 
load in this thin Agatha Christie crea- 
tion. The movie falls short of the ex- 
pectations raised by a line-up includ- 
ing Bette Davis, Maggie Smith, Mia 
Farrow, Peter Ustinov, Angela Lans- 
bury, David Niven and others. 

Golden Girl. (1979) Susan Anton 
stars in this overly-hyped film that 
has an interesting premise: an ob- 
sessed scientist (Curt Jurgens) sub- 
jects his daughter to dangerous 
drugs, successfully transforming her 
into an abnormally tall Olympic track 
Star. James Coburn walks through 
this one as her lover and Anton is the 
best she can be — adequate. 

Jaws Il. (1977) This sequel to the 
smash-hit about the Great White 
Shark finds Roy Scheider, the sheriff, 
trying to warn his coastal resort town 
about the return of the infamous fish. 
Marked a ‘paranoid,’ he is driven 
out of office by the weary town 
fathers. One scene of violence after 
another made this film a shadow of 
its predecessor. 


Dona Flora and Her Two Hus- 
bands. (1977) Very funny, off-beat 
Brazilian comedy about a woman 
who must make a new life after her 
husband dies suddenly. She remar- 
ries and though her new spouse is a 
good provider he does not satisfy her 
the way her late husband could. 
However, she finds the best of both 
worlds in this erotic escapade that 
was later turned into the Broadway 
musical Sarava. 

Interiors. (1978) Woody Allen's first 
dramatic movie. Guilt and confusion 
abound in this overwrought but in- 
teresting film. 

True Grit. (1969) John Wayne’s 
Academy Award winning role as 
Rooster Cogburn, a _ one-eyed 
crotchety old U.S. Marshall who can 
still shoot straight. Old Duke’s never 
been better. A delightful western. 

Showtime specials this month in- 
clude: 

Best Joke | Ever Heard. Cele- 
brated funnymen are put on the spot. 

The Robber Bridegroom. Part of 
the “Broadway on Showtime’ series, 
this taped stage presentation stars 
Barry Bostwick in his Tony Award 
winning performance. 

What’s Up America! This month’s 
edition of Showtime’s magazine- 
format show delves into the world of 
Elvis Presley impersonators and pro- 
files a coupon queen. 


NETWORKS 


The Tony Awards. (CBS, June 8) 
Broadway honors its own in what 
very well may be the best of the 
award shows. Producer Alexander H. 
Cohen promises that this year’s 
ceremony will feature more enter- 
tainment and he certainly has an 
embarrassment of riches currently 
on the boards to choose from — 
Sandy Duncan’s_ soaring perfor- 
mance in Peter Pan, the pulsating 
beat of West Side Story, and the 
power of Evita, to name a few. As al- 
ways, the roster of presenters will be 
assembled from the top names of 
Broadway, films and tv. 

ABC Theatre. ‘‘King Crab.” A 
drama about an Italian family, played 
out against the fiercely competitive 
world of the seafood business, set at 
the famous Fulton Fish Market in 
New York City. The cast includes 
Barry Newman, Harold Gould, Gail 
Strickland. 
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Creative Computing can help you select 
the best computer and get the most out of it. 


With so many new personal com- 
puters being announced and the prices 
coming down sorapidly, isn’t the best bet 
to wait a year or so to buy asystem? 

We think not. A pundit once observed 
that there are three kinds of people in the 
world: 1) those who make things happen, 
2) those who watch things happen and 3) 
those who wonder what happened. 
Today, it is those who are getting involved 
with microcomputers who are making 
things happen by learning to use 
computers effectively. 

Furthermore, it is not likely that we 
will see the same dramatic price declines 
in future years that have already taken 
place. Rather, one will be able to get more 
capability for the same price. 


The TI-99/4 has excellent color graphics and 
costs $1150 including color TV monitor. 


Which system is for you? 


No two people have exactly the same 
needs. You’ll have to determine what 
capabilities are important to you. Key 
variables include: 

e Upper and lower case. Obviously 
vital if you are planning to do word pro- 
cessing or anything with text output. 

e Graphics. Most systems have 
graphics but the resolution varies widely. 
How much do you really need? 

e Color. Some systems are B&W, 
some have 4 colors, others up to 256 
colors. Many colors sounds nice, but do 
you really need 4, or 16, or more? 

e Mass storage. The smaller systems 
are cassette based; larger systems offer 
floppy disks or even hard disks. What size 
data bases do you intend to use and is it 
important to have high-speed random 
access to an entire data base? 

e Languages. Basic is standard but 
increasingly Pascal, Fortran, Cobol and 
special purpose languages are being 
offered. 

e Audio, Speech, Music. Are these 
features important for your planned 
applications? 

e Applications Software. Third party 
software is widely available for some 
systems, non-existent for others. Do you 
need this, or can you write your own? 


Unbiased, in-depth evaluations. 


At Creative Computing, we obtain new 
systems as soon as they are announced. 
We put them through their paces in our 
Software Center and also in the environ- 
ment for which they are intended — 
home, business, or school. We published 
the first in-depth evaiuations of the Texas 
Instruments 99/4, Atari 800, TRS-80, Ohio 
Scientific Challenger, Exidy Sorcerer, 
Apple Il disk system and Heath H-8. We 
intend to continue this type of coverage, 
not only of systems, but peripherals and 
software as well. 


Sorting: A Key Technique 


While evaluations are important, the 
main focus of Creative Computing maga- 
zine is computer applications of all kinds. 
Many of these require that data be re- 
trieved or sorted. Unfortunately, most 
programming texts focus on the bubble 
sort (or straight insertion) and, very infre- 
quently, another technique (usually de- 
layed replacement) and let it go at that. 

Yet, except for comparison counting, 
the bubble sort is the least efficient. 
Tutorials and articles. in Creative Com- 


puting demonstrate that the Shell-Metz- . 


ner and Heapsort are from 50 to 13,000 
times as fast as the bubble sort! Consider 
a sort of 100,000 items on a DEC System 
10: 


Bubble sort 7.1 days 
Delayed replacement 3.8 days 
Heapsort 17.3 minutes 


Shell-Metzner 15.0 minutes 
Needless to say, on a microcomputer, a 
bubble sort of even 1000 items is 
agonizingly long. 


Free Sorting and Shuffling Reprint 


Because sorting and shuffling (mixing 
alist of items) is so vital in most program- 
ming, we are making available a 20-page 
reprint booklet on Sorting, Shuffling and 
File Structures along with our May 1979 
issue which has several articles on writing 
user-oriented programs and making the 
most of available memory space. The 
reprint booklet and issue are free with 
12-issue or longer subscriptions. 

At Creative Computing, we believe 
that computers can be of benefit to 
virtually every intelligent person in the 
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Free reprint booklet and issue witha ew sub- 
scription to Creative Computing. 


Contributing editor Ted Nelson (L) is author of 
“Computer Lib/Dream Machines.” Publisher 
David Ahl (R) is a pioneer in computer models, 
simulations and games. 


country. We do not believe that the 
“Computer priesthood” should confuse 
and bully the public. As Ted Nelson stated 
in the Computer Lib Pledge, we do not 
treat any question as a dumb question, 
since there is no such thing. We are 
against computer terms or systems that 
are oppressive, insulting or unkind, and 
we are doing the best wecan to improve or 
replace such terminology or systems. We 
are committed to doing all we can to 
further human understanding and make 
computers easy to understand, inter- 
active wherever possible, and fun for the 
user. The complete Computer Lib Pledge 
is contained in our May 1979 issue which 
we are furnishing free to new subscribers. 


Computer literacy to everyone 


The Creative Computing Software 
Division is participating with Children’s 
Television Workshop in an important new 
venture, Sesame Place. These theme 
parks are being designed to bring inter- 
active computer games and simulations 
to young children (and their parents) and 
remove the mystique of computers from 
the youngest segment of our population. 
In addition, we are participating in pro- 
jects with several school systems and 
museums to write reading comprehen- 
sion and ecology simulations software. 
We are also involved in a major college- 
level computer literacy project. 

As a subscriber to Creative Comput- 
ing, you will benefit from all of these 
activities. Creative Computing is the 
Number 1 software and applications 
magazine. Subscribe today — 12 issues 


for $15 ($9 saving over the newsstand 


price). Or, beat inflation and get 36 issues 


for just $40. Money back if you’re not 
satisfied. Send payment or Visa, Master 
Charge or American Express number to: 


Creative Computing 
P.O. Box 789-M 
Morristown, NJ 07960 


Save time, and call your order toll-free to: 


800-631-8112 
(In NJ call 201-540-0445) 
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Wicleocast Previews — 


PUBLIC TELEVISION 


Masterpiece Theatre. ‘‘Disraeli.”’ 
(June 1) lan McShane in a tour-de- 
force performance as the British 
statesman who became Queen 
Victoria's influential prime minister. 
The four-part series is elaborately 
produced and McShane convinc- 
ingly ages 50 years throughout this 
saga of one man’s ruthless ambition. 
“Disraeli” will air through June 22. 

Non-Fiction Television. (June 6) 
Dena Schutzer’s ‘Service Entrance” 
follows a 17-year-old black high 
school dropout from New York City 
who opts for the military life, thinking 
that's the answer. 

Ben Wattenberg’s 1980. (June 8) 
Ben J. Wattenberg, former aide and 
speechwriter for Pres. Lyndon B. 
Johnson and author of The Real 
America, continues his ten-week 
series, focusing on timely issues of 
the day in this election year. 


CABLE 


TIME-LIFE/BBC IN 
AMERICA 


Time-Life is offering a cable ser- 
vice culled directly from the BBC. It’s 
called, not surprisingly, BBC in 
America, and if your cable system 
subscribes, you can see a varied col- 
lection of British programming quite 
different from the Masterpiece 
Theatre-type offerings we've been 
seeing on public television. Included 
are sit-coms, = action/adventure 
series, documentaries and historical 
dramas. The programs are transmit- 
ted via Satcom | from 8 to 11 pm, ET, 
seven nights a week. Here’s a sampl- 
ing of these programs: 

My Wife Next Door. (June 2) This 
comedy series deals with a divorced 
couple who, after separating, move 
into their respective dream houses — 
which turn out to be abutting cot- 
tages. 8 p.m. through June and July. 

Shoestring. (June 2) Unorthodox 
private eye Eddie Shoestring shows 
a sense of humor and an endearing 
vulnerability that appeals to both his 
clients and his women friends. 8:30 


p.m. 

Blake’s 7. (June 3) The spaceship 
Liberator houses an interplanetary 
resistance group that battles for sur- 
vival against a totalitarian super- 
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power in a British version. of 
Battlestar Gallactica made on a 
much lower budget. June and July, 8 
p.m. 

Picture of Katherine Mansfield. 
(June 7) Vanessa Redgrave stars in 
this superlative series that 
dramatizes the life and work of the 
famed short-story writer, friend and 
rival of Virginia Woolf. June, 9 p.m. 

Steptoe and Son. (June 29) The 
Original comedy series that inspired 
its highly successful American coun- 
terpart Sanford and Son. 8 p.m. 


CABLE NEWS NETWORK 


Ted Turner's newest superventure, 
the 24-hour all news cable station 
called Cable News Network is slated 
to begin on June 1, 1980. Satellite 
access will be provided by RCA’s 
Satcom |, which will beam round- 
the-clock national and international 
news reports, interspersed with life- 
style features in health and medicine, 
sports, business and commentary. 

Famous names stud the CNN ros- 
ter, starting with former CBS News 
correspondent Daniel Schorr, who 
will serve as Senior correspondent in 
Washington. Hosting an end-of-the- 
day segment called Executive Suite 
(40-minute interviews with financial 
newsmakers) will be former Secret- 
ary of the Treasury William Simon. 
And giving equal time to both ends of 
the women’s political spectrum, CNN 
will feature outspoken Bella Abzug 
and just-to-the-right-of-Anita-Bryant 
Phyllis Schlafly. Also on hand will be 
the perennial media psychologist 
Joyce Brothers and health and nutri- 
tion expert Dr. Neil Solomon. 

The network was originally to be 
transmitted via Satcom Ill. As we all 
know, that satellite was lost in deep 
space. So Turner brought RCA to 
court and has received a consent 
order from an Atlanta federal court 
allowing CNN a transponder on Sat- 
com | for 180 days. In the meantime, 
Turner’s suit against RCA should be 
resolved. Otherwise, he will take his 
24-hour news business elsewhere. 


NETWORK AND CABLE 
SPORTS 


CBS’ feature event, the 112th run- 
ning of the Belmont Stakes, the final 
leg of horse racing's Triple Crown 
will be aired June 7th. 


NBC. Along with  Saturday’s 
weekly Baseball Game of the Week, 
NBC plans coverage of the LPGA 
Championship, one of the premier 
tournaments on the Women’s Tour. 

ABC. The prestigious U.S. Open 
Golf Tournament is one of the high- 
lights in June. Monday nights will 
feature Major League Baseball and 
Sundays will include NASL Soccer. 

WGN. This Chicago-based super- 
station will be carrying 142 Chicago 
Cub games over the course of their 
season, including all of their home 
games from Wrigley Field. 

Madison Square Garden Sports. 
Each Thursday MSGS will present an 
east coast/west coast doubleheader 
featuring two major league baseball 
games. 

WTBS-17. The Atlanta-based 
superstation will be carrying 100 At- 
lanta Braves games over the course 
of their season. 


JULY 


Live from Studio 8H. “An Evening 
with Jerome Robbins.” (July 2) The 
second production of this NBC 
series features the multi-award win- 
ning choreography of Jerome Rob- 
bins. Mr. Robbins whose credits 
range from Broadway superhits West 
Side Story, and Fiddler on the Roof, 
to his highly-acclaimed works for the 
New York City Ballet, will present his 
celebrated Fancy Free, which 
spawned the Broadway musical On 
the Town plus other selected pieces 
from well-known works. Robbins is 
expected to participate in the fes- 
tivities. 9:30-11 p.m. NBC. 

Convention Coverage. Beginning 
July 14th, the Republican National 
Convention will be held at the newly 
christened Joe Louis Arena in De- 
troit. All three networks will be pro- 
viding gavel-to-gavel coverage with 
analysis and commentary. Frank 
Reynolds is expected to anchor for 
ABC, with Hal Bruno as commen- 
tator. Walter Cronkite will anchor for 
his last time for CBS; and at NBC 
John Chancellor and David Brinkley 
will co-anchor, with commentary 
provided by Making of the President 
author Theodore White. PBS’ cover- 
age will be provided by the 
MacNeil/Lehrer Report, a 30-minute 
nightly news broadcast focussing on 
single issues. 


Home Video 


Why would TIME LIFE VIDEO sell a new 
top-of-the-line name brand two-to-four 
hour videocassette for up to 40% off? 

Because we want to use a small portion of the 
cassette (which you can, of course, erase later) to 
present a message so exciting that we thought 
a videocassette recording was a great way to bring 
it to life. 

We want to tell you how you can gain access to 
the finest, most comprehenswe library of videocassette 
programs ever assembled. 

Youll be getting a fantastic videocassette at 
a tremendous discount and information about 
a great new way to save a lot more. 

So fill out and return the coupon with your 
payment, stating whether you want your cassette 
in the BETA or VHS format. Or call toll-free: 

800-523-7600 (national) or 
800-662-5180 (in Pennsylvania) 

Act today! And take advantage of this terrific 

offer. 


FREE DUST-PROOF JACKET. Even if you don’t 
want to take advantage of our videocassette bar- 
gain, you can get a free, durable dust-proof jacket 
that fits both BETA and VHS videocassettes. Just 
fill in the coupon or call the toll-free number. 


Call toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
800 523-7600 (national) 

or 800 662-5180 (in Pennsylvania) 

and ask for operator number 222. 

Or fill out and return this coupon to: 


“4 TIME LIFE VIDEO 
4 Harrisburg, Pa 17105 


Please send me the two-to-four hour cassette containing your 
brief message and the free videocassette dust-proof jacket. 


Check one: CF) $12 BETA (J $15 VHS 


Check method of payment: 


L} Enclosed is my check or money order, including local tax (if 
applicable). 0-06 


L] Charge to my credit card, including local tax (if applicable). 


0-06 


VISA a] 
Diners Club LJ 


Master Charge L 
interbaitk fetes Pe 


Credit card_— exp. date 
Signature 
NAMES got at 


Address__—. 


City- 


Free dust-proof Videocassette Jacket 

LJ I do not wish to accept the special two-to-four hour cas- 
sette offer, but please send the free dust-proof jacket to the 
above address. 0-07 


Act now! Offer limited. 
Checks or money orders in U.S. currency only. Good only in conti- 
nental U.S. Limit one per customer. 


WRITE 1 ON INFO CARD 


rliome Design 


Make Mine Modular 


Designer Bernard Halkin has a 
client who is an avid sports fan and 
who wanted seating arrangements 
for 25 people around a giant-screen 
set in the living room. 

“They had conventional tv in the 
family room,” Halkin said, “and 
wanted to keep the living room fairly 
formal. In fact, they wanted more of 
the Oriental mood they had in the 
adjoining dining room. At the same 
time, the room had to function for 
more than tv, for conversation, for 
receiving, and so on.” 

If the problems strike home, Hal- 
kin’s solutions (actually son Harvey 
accomplished them) will be equally 
applicable to you. First, buy modular 
furniture. Never get locked into 
mammoth, immovable seating pieces, 
he advises. For his sports-loving 
clients, Halkin surrounded a large, 
multi-sectional group with built-up 
platforms, custom-upholstered in 
flat-surfaced commercial carpeting. 
The platforms, rising up to 27 inches 
in the corner, make for commodious, 
comfortable tv-watching and soil- 
proof snacking for as many as 25 fans 
at a time. 

Rosemary Niklaus, who custom- 
izes space in some. well-heeled 
homes around South Orange and 
Short Hills, New Jersey, completely 
agrees about the modulars. “They let 
you set up a theatre-like situation, 
which is the best way to watch tv, but 
they’re easy to break apart and rear- 
range for other activities in the same 
space.” 

With flexibility ever the designer’s 
byword, Ms. Niklaus also advises a 
dual window treatment, using a 
black-out drapery liner under decora- 
tive curtains for complete light con- 
trol. Metal vertical blinds also create 
an acceptable black-out situation, 
unless your room has a bright south- 
ern exposure, she says. 

When tv is not the total raison d’etre 
for a room, you just draw open the 
lining, rearrange your modulars and 
camouflage the screen. How? A 
designer who dislikes the “dominat- 
ing effect that big blank screen has on 
a room,’ Ms. Niklaus once devised a 
disappearing painting that slid back 
and forth over it. Easier and less 
expensive coverups she suggests 
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include lightweight folding screens 
covered in fabric. They stand aside 
when you're watching the set; move 
in to obscure the screen when you're 
not. She’s also in favor of perman- 
ently framing-in the tv screen itself, 
say, by creating a corner cabinet 
around it with space for a bar 
beneath. 

“There's been a void in today’s 
design. So many professionals were 
doing rooms, completely ignoring 
their clients’ obvious interest in elec- 
tronic entertainment equipment,”’ 
said one designer. “Today, people 
love their equipment. They want to 
show it off, but in a manner that’s 
compatible with the decorative mood 


in the rest of the room.” 
—Rose Gilbert 


Floor plan for the Oriental-style room 
(center) calls for modular and sta- 
dium seating. Bottom: Room designed 
by Gerda Clark for Gimbels. 


Home Video 


- 


You have a good quality color television. 
Maybe you've added a video tape recorder. 
Or you subscribe to pay TV. Chances are, 
you'll take a look at a video disc unit one 
of these days. Home entertainment is im- 
portant to you... 


But something’s missing. Quality sound. 
Sound that’s as good to listen to as the 
picture is to see. Sound that’s comparable 
to what you would expect to hear from a 
good stereo system. 


TeleSound, with TeleStereo, is the missing 
link to total enjoyment of your video equip- 
ment’ It amplifies and separates normal 
monaural TV or video tape recorder signals, 
and dynamically projects them through a 
pair of high quality speakers. 

TeleSound plugs right into the video output 
jack of your video tape recorder or video 
disc player or the earphone jack of your 
television set. 

And TeleSound is sleek, designed in a 
contemporary style. It will fit comfortably 
on top of almost any TV, video tape recorder, 
book shelf, or in any wall unit. 


ALL-ENCOMPASSING 
TELESTEREO™ 

Television manufacturers have always fo- 
cused their attention on improving the 
quality of the picture. And picture quality 
is what they sell. But when you hook up 
TeleSound to your TV or video tape recorder, 
you'll be amazed at what you've been 
missing. 

All of a sudden, watching television be- 
comes an all-encompassing, sensual ex- 
perience. TeleSound enhances TV sound 
with depth and resonance. It’s as if the pro- 
gram were’simulcast’ over a quality stereo 
system. 

The TeleStereo effect puts you on the fifty 
yard line at football games. It places the 
actors on the screen in the same room 
with you. It’s like sitting in the first-row bal- 
cony at a musical performance. TeleSound 
truly has to be experienced to be believed. 
TeleSound is compact. It measures 18" 
wide by 6” high by 5” deep. And it’s light 
enough so that you'll feel free to move it 


from room to room. Take it to bed with you, 
or into another room. Enjoy private listening 
with our stereo headphone jack. Volume, 
bass, treble, and balance controls allow you 
to adjust for personal taste. 


You can have fun with TeleSound. It works 
equally well when hooked up to a tape deck 
or turntable. You won't believe what Tele- 
Sound can do to enrich the sound of even a 
transistor radio or clock radio! Remember, 
TeleSound has its own stereo amplifier and 
its own speakers. 


TV SOUND BARRIER BROKEN! 


TeleSound, with TeleStereo, was invented 
by an engineer who was fed up with the 
poor sound quality of even his most expen- 
sive home video equipment. He wanted 
a self-contained, easy-to-install, portable 
means of improving television sound. 


With TeleSound, he broke the TV sound 
barrier. Just a flick of a switch instantly 
transforms flat metallic television sound 
into full, rich stereophonic tones. 

He was almost immediately overwhelmed 
by family and friends who wanted TeleSound 
units of their own. Before long, he was re- 
ceivingrequests for TeleSound from ‘friends 
of friends’ and even total strangers who 
had heard about it. Today, TeleSound, Inc. 
is the largest producer of self-contained 
video sound amplifiers in the world. 


LIFETIME WARRANTY 
TeleSound utilizes state-of-the-art technol- 
ogy in design and production. Our rigid 
quality control standards insure that every 
TeleSound unit we ship performs to speci- 
fication. 


We’re so confident in the quality of our 
product, we offer an unprecedented life- 
time warranty on parts and workmanship. 


Why not take advantage of our trial pro- 
gram? Order TeleSound right now! Let 
TeleSound take you out to the ball game... 
to the movies...or to a concert. You'll hear 
it all—from the bass guitar to the tamborines. 
But most important, compare TeleSound 
with the sound you hear on your TV or from 
your video tape recorder. Then compare 


TeleSound/ Breaking the TV sound barrier 
1243 U.S. Highway 22, Mountainside, NJ 07092 


™ TeleSound and TeleStereo are trademarks of TeleSound, Inc. 


TV sound breakthrough. 


Now you can have 
television sound 
every bit as good 
as the picture. 


TeleSound transforms TV, video 
tape recorder, or video disc audio 
Signals into deeply enriched, 
unique stereophonic sound. 


TeleSound with your home stereo system. 
Only then will you fully appreciate the major 
breakthrough this product represents in 
video enjoyment. 


NOWHERE ELSE AVAILABLE 


To order TeleSound, simply send your check 
Or money order for $129.95 plus $4.50 
postage and handling to TeleSound, Inc. 
at the address below (New Jersey residents 
add 5% sales tax). 


We'll send your complete TeleSound unit, 
ready to hook up instantly to either your 
TV or video tape recorder. Nothing else 
is needed. 


When you receive your unit, use it for two 
full weeks. Turn your friends on to it. If after 
the two week trial period, you do not agree 
that TeleSound is the TV sound break- 
through we've described, return it for a 
prompt and courteous refund, including 
your postage and handling fee. You can't 
lose. And you'll gain total enjoyment of your 
video system. 


CALL TOLL FREE......... 800-228-2606 
In Nebraska Call........... 800-642-8777 


ASK FOR DEPARTMENT HV-6 
| Sateen che na rd aginst cape peakrmian races is 
TeleSound, Inc. 
§ 1243 U.S. Highway 22 


Dept. HV-6 i 
| Mountainside, NJ 07092 


J Please send me TeleSound unit(s) 
give enclosed $129.95 plus $4.50 postage 
and handling for each unit ordered. 


r —___Check ~——Money Order 


Bota Enclosed New Jersey 


: 

i 

§ Residents add 5% sales tax. | 
de my: 

i 

: 

i 

Q 


= “9 ___ MASTER 
: hag ers. U CHARGE 
Interbank No [TTI] exp Datel 1] T] 
z Signature : 
(Must be signed if using acredit card.) i 


PLEASE PRINT 


& acs nt a” SSE ESR aa ae Seems ED NW hee te 
E ADDRESS Apt. # : 
CITY STATE “i ‘ 


& Ina hurry? CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER 
A anytime, day or night. 
Ges me man Oe noes ares eee ce ee Oe ee ee eee ances cell 


Wiceohimes 


MIRACLE AT LAKE PLACID 


Highlights of the 1980 Winter 
Olympics is ABC Video Enterprises’ 
well-timed encore to its premiere 
home videocassette release, a docu- 
mentary on Pope John Paul II’s visit 
to America. Like the Pope’s visit, this 
year’s games at Lake Placid were a 
real once-in-a-lifetime event, full of 
the thrills of victory and the agonies 
of defeat. ABC has collected 90 min- 
utes of athletic highs, narrated by 
announcer Jim McKay. 


oy 


“Miracle” hockey team and Heiden. 
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Among the 25 different sports sto- 
ries covered on the cassette are the 
skating of Linda Fratianne and the 
skiing of Phil Mahre, as well as all five 
of speed skater Eric Heiden’s record- 
breaking, gold-medal victories. And 
of course there’s footage of the “mir- 
acle’ victory of the U.S. hockey team, 
whose teamwork and enthusiasm 
restored America’s faith in heroes. All 
this for $49.95, available directly from 
ABC Video Enterprises Inc., P.O. Box 
1269, Radio City Station, New York, 
N.Y. 10019. 


THE ONE AND ONLY 
VIDEODISC? 


Will the RCA videodisc become the 
mass-market standard? That’s still a 
matter of speculation in the ever- 
turbulent videodisc industry, but a 
new licensing agreement between 
RCA and Zenith whereby Zenith will 
manufacture a videodisc player com- 
patible with the RCA disc system may 
just clinch it for RCA. The deal calls 
for an exchange of patents so that 
both the RCA and the Zenith disc sys- 
tems will play the same software. 

The agreement brings together two 
old rivals who have been battling it 


out for years in the tv-set market. It’s 
also a real triumph for RCA, which 
has been urging compatibility among 
disc systems—on the RCA capacit- 
ance standard, of course—from the 
beginning. 

Furthermore, RCA has signed an 
agreement with CBS by which CBS is 
licensed to manufacture and distrib- 
ute programs on videodiscs of the 
RCA standard. CBS will eventually 
produce software under its own label, 
but at first the company will be pro- 
viding custom-pressing for RCA as 
well as that all-important distribution 
and marketing support. 

The RCA videodisc system will be 
introduced in early 1981. The Zenith 
system is promised for sometime in 
1981. Magnavox’s optical videodisc 
player, which is incompatible with the 
RCA system, is already being sold in 
a few markets. 


WE’LL GIVE HER A9.5 


You too can have your very own Bo 
Derek—no, it’s notinflatable, it’s 700n 
videocassette, conveniently available 
from your local Fotomat. In fact Foto- 
mat will be handling Warner Home 


This year’s girl in a aa 


Video’s once and future releases for 
sale only, not rental. This is because 
you are going to want to buy such 
wonderful new Warners releases as A 
Star ls Born and The Main Event, in 
which Barbra Streisand deifies her- 
self. Also Life of Brian in which the 
Monty Python crew deifies an ordi- 
nary shnook who, you will note, does 
not proceed to sing My Heart Belongs 
to Me. | 


Home Video 


ere sabe cetrande saab PRESENTS 


ON VIDEO CASSETTES | 


Bring back the thrills of a Saturday Matinee 
with these original motion picture serials. 
Complete episode-by-episode versions. 


On two cassettes. Up to 4 hours running time! 


ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN MARVEL— 

with Tom Tyler, Frank Coghlan Jr. (B&W) 12 episodes 
KING OF THE ROCKETMEN — 

with Tris Coffin and Mae Clarke (B&W) 12 episodes 
CAPTAIN AMERICA— 

with Dick Purcell, Lionell Atwill and Adrian Booth (B&W) 15 episodes 
THE MASKED MARVEL— 

with William Forrest and Louise Currie (B&W) 12 episodes 

THE CRIMSON GHOST— 

with Charles Quigley and Linda Stirling (B&W) 12 episodes | 
THE PURPLE MONSTER STRIKES— 
with Dennis Moore, Linda Stirling and Roy Barcroft (B&W) 15 episodes ! | e 
THE BLACK WIDOW=— oe ae o 
with Bruce Edwards and Carol Forman (B&W) 13 episodes TL : 
HAWK OF THE WILDERNESS— 

with Herman Brix, Mala and William Royle (B&W) 12 episodes 
ZORRO’S BLACK WHIP— 

with Linda Stirling and George J. Lewis (B&W) 12 episodes 
RADAR MEN FROM THE MOON— 

with George Wallace, Aline Town (B&W) 12 episodes 
ADVENTURES OF RED RYDER— 

with Don “Red” Barry, Noah Beery Sr. (B&W) 12 episodes 

SPY SMASHER—with Kane Richmond and Marguerite Chapman < 
(B&W) 12 episodes — 
DAREDEVILS OF THE RED CIRCLE —with Herman Brix, Charles Quigley 
and David Sherpe (B&W) 12 episodes 

THE FIGHTING DEVIL DOGS— 

with Lee Powell and Herman Brix (B&W) 12 episodes 
MANHUNT IN THE AFRICAN JUNGLE — 

with Rod Cameron (B&W) 15 episodes 

ZOMBIES OF THE STRATOSPHERE — 

with Judd Holdren and Leonard Nimoy (B&W) 12 episodes 
KING OF THE TEXAS RANGERS— 

with “Slingin’” Sammy Baugh (B&W) 12 episodes 

SON OF ZORRO —with George Turner (B&W) 13 episodes 
THE PHANTOM RIDER—with Robert Kent (B&W) 12 episodes 


109° 


each plus $4.00 shipping 
Calif. residents add 6% sales tax = : : 3 
Visa and Mastercharge accepted g : ei ~ . sina 


Send $1.00 for 
complete catalog. 
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THE FINEST IN HOME VIDEO ENTERTAINVENT 
6255 SUNSET BOULEVARD, SUITE 1049, HOLLYWOOD, CA 90028/(213) 464-1406 
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Wiceohmes 


PIRATE THIS PROGRAM 


No, Abbie Hoffman is not into video. 
Pirate This Program is the latest 
endeavor of the perennial video pro- 
duction company Instant Replay, and 
it is up on the satellite. If your cable 
Station opts for it, you get to see out- 
takes from Mork and Mindy, a visit 


Capt. Kirk repels Klingon attack. 


with Sony Chairman Akio Morita, a 
EuropeancommercialforLevi’stothe 
tune of Route 66, and Fussballet, a 
videodisc program created by Sony 
for its player. 

Itsoundsalittlelikelnstant Replay’s 
version of Mondo Video. And not sur- 
prisingly. The Florida-based video 
production company also puts out a 
videotape magazine from time to time 
with some of the very same offbeat 
and obsessive segments. 

On future editions of Pirate This 
Program, look for outtakes from Star 
Trek and a New Guinean rite of man- 
hood involving a plunge from a 100- 
foot tower. 


DAYDREAM BELIEVER 


Michael Nesmith has come a long 
way since The Last Train to Clarks- 
ville. The former Monkee_ has 
embarked on a successful video 
career and his production company, 
Pacific Arts Television, is currently 
producing a half-hour show called 
Popclips for Nickelodean. You will 
remember, of course, that Nickelo- 
dean is the young people’s network of 
(deep breath) Warner Amex Satellite 
Entertainment Corporation, which 
used to be plain old Warner Cable. 

Anyway, Popclips will be hosted by 
a “videodisc jockey” who introduces 
video clips of rock music acts. Nat- 
urally, Mike Nesmith songs are pre- 
sented in video form. His works 
include Rio, a Carmen Miranda- 
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inspired bit of good natured psy- 
chedelia featuring Nesmith in a white 
suit and Panama hat; and Cruisin, an 
upbeat saga of a roller skating hero 
and his surrounding streetlife, some- 
where in the vicinity of Venice, 
California. 

Besides Nesmith’s own. works, 
some topflight acts have put in a 
video appearance in Popclips includ- 
ing the Cars, Graham Parker and the 
Rumour, and Louise Goffin. Video 
clips are donated gratis by the artists’ 
recordcompanies who usually finance 
the video promos. 


Mike Nesmith circa 1980. 


Incidentally, Pacific Arts Television 
is also in the rock promo videotape 
business and will be producing tapes 
for a variety of musicians on different 
labels. The company also has plans 
for feature-length movies, home 
videotapes, tvshows, cableshows.... 


FEATHERWEIGHT 

We caught a glimpse of anew VCR 
from Technicolor and found it to be 
truly portable. It weighs a mere seven 
Ibs. and uses %-inch tape. In fact the 
cassettes of the Funai-manufactured 
unit are so small they could be mis- 
taken for standard audiocassettes. 
Each records and plays 30 minutes of 
video. One-hour cassettes of the 
same size are promised. 

This little portable should be avail- 


sable soon. Watch for details in, the 


next (August) issue of Home Video. 


GO TO THE SOURCE 


We don't know how we managed 
before we got our copy of The Video 
Source Book, with its ever-increasing 
listings of every kind of (non- 
pornographic) video program imagi- 
nable. Some of the choicer items 
we ve unearthed while sifting through 
over 15,000 entries include Tatooed 
Hit Man, In Search of Nazi Plunder, 
Domestic Cartoon Animals, and 
Zipper Application | & tl; But then 
we're a little strange..For those with 
more conventional tastes, there are 
movies from Abbott and Costello to 
Zorro, plus programs dealing with 
science and art, sports, business, and 
how-to-do-it, to name only a few. 

Entries are listed alphabetically, 
with a by-subject index in the back, 
andthe running time, distributor, for- 
mat, release data, subject category, 
and brief (sometimes helpful, some- 
times not) description are provided 
foreach title. Soif you’rea list freak or 
a videophile or both, you’d probably 
have fun flipping through. Thecurrent 
edition of the Source Book costs 
$24.95, and is available from The 
National Video Clearinghouse, Inc., 
P.O. Box ‘3, Syosset, N-Y..11791: 
phone 516/364-3686. 


VANITY VIDEO 

Your fantasy of instant stardom can 
now become reality—more or less— 
thanks to the founders of the suitably 
named “Get It On TV, Ltd.” Thisclever 
organization is selling prime time on 
Manhattan Cable’s Channel J for as 
little as a dollar a second. 

The dollar-a-second rate applies if 
you send in your own videotape to be 
cablecast, or if you have a brief mes- 
sage you want typed across the 
screen. If you need equipment and a 
crew to get your message across, ‘Get 
ItOn TV” will provide them, fora still- 
reasonable two dollars a second. 
That's minimum $60 a minute, $1,800 
per half hour, from 10:00 to 10:30 on 
weeknights, with a potential viewing 
audience (cablesubscribers) of about 
a quarter of amillion... 

Variety's terse comment was “Van- 
ity publishing has come to cable tv.” 
Andy Warhol would approve. For de- 
tails, write or phone: Get It On TV, Ltd., 
121 E. 24th St., Suite 1206, New York, 
N.Y. 10010; 212/982-1830. 
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AMOS AND ANDY (1953) 
Two complete programs: THE SECRETARY and 


BETA 2: $39.95 - $VHS: $42.95 


LOOK WHO’S 
BACK ON TV 


AMOS AND ANDY (1953) 
Two complete programs :THE HOSPITALIZATION 
POLICY and KINGFISH HAS A BABY. 54 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


AMOS AND ANDY (1953) 


Two complete programs: THE ROBBERY and 


SAPPHIRE’S TURKEYS. 54 minutes 


BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS $42.95 


AMOS AND ANDY (1953) 


Two complete programs: THE BROKEN CLOCK 


and BATTLING RELATIVES. 53 minutes 
BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


AMOS AND ANDY (1953) 
Two complete programs: THE BOARDER and IN- 
COME TAX 53 minutes. 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


RETURN OF MADAME QUEENIE. 53 minutes 


AMOS AND ANDY {71957} 
Special 2-part show: GETTING MAMA MARRIED 
53 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


THE HOLLYWOOD PALACE (1970) 
Last show of the series. With Bing Crosby, Fred 
Astair, Jimmy Durante, Ethel Merman, Sammy 
Davis Jr., Nat King Cole, Perry Como, Gene Kelly, 
Dean Martin, Judy Garland, Jack Benny, Buster 
Keaton, Tiny Tim, Groucho Marx, Milton Berle, 
George Burns, Bette Davis and many more! 

52 minutes. 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


THE COLGATE COMEDY HOUR (1951) 
Featuring Spike Jones and the City Slickers in 
their first T.V. appearance. Includes live com- 
mercials by Ajax Cleanser and Halo shampoo! 
60 minutes. 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


PETER PAN (1960) 
Mary Martin stars in this all-time favorite musical 
as a magical boy who sweeps children away to 
Never Never Land where they need never grow up. 
101 minutes. 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (1954) 
With Ronald Howard and H. Marion Crawford. Two 
complete programs: THE CASE OF THE IM- 
PROMPTU PERFORMANCE and THE CASE OF 
THE EXHUMED CLIENT. 54 minutes. 
BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


THE BING CROSBY SHOW (1963) 
With Bing Crosby, Bob Hope Edie Adams, Gary 
Crosby, The Smothers Brothers, Ken Carpenter, 
Pete Fountain Quintet, and David Rose and his 
Orchestra. 57 minutes. 

BETA 2 $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


SHOWTIME AT THE APPOLLO (1954) 
HARLEM VARIETY REVIEW. Three complete 
shows. Duke Ellington, Dinah Washington, Count 
Basie, Nat King Cole, Lionel Hampton, Mantan 
Moreland, and many others! 80 minutes. 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


THE BOB HOPE CHEVY SHOW (1956) 
Bob Hope with the entire cast of | LOVE LUCY. Also 
James Cagney makes an extremely rare T.V. ap- 
pearance, and Don Larson the no-hit world series 
pitcher appears. 52 minutes. 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 
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THE GEORGE BURNS AND GRACIE 

ALLEN SHOW (1951) 

Live Burns and Allen in their prime! This is a Christ- 
mas show complete with George's monologue 
and Gracie’s perpetual confusion! 30 minutes 
BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 


ERNIE KOVACS SHOW (1960) 
TAKE A GOOD LOOK. With guest stars Cesar 
Romero, Carl Reiner and Edie Adams; and Ernie 
doing several zany sketches. 30 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


VIDEO CASSETTES 


GOLDEN AGE OF TELEVISION CLASSIC FEATURE MOVIES 


127 IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (1947) 

James Stewart and Donna Reed star in this Frank 
Capra masterpiece about a man contemplating 
suicide who is saved by an Angel, who shows him 
what the world would be like if he had never been 
born. 130 minutes 


BETA 2: $69.95 - VHS: $72.95 


119 LIFE WITH FATHER (1947) 
A humorous story set in the 1880's of a Father who 
rules his family, a Mother who rules Father, and 
their four children (who rule Mother) 118 minutes. 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 
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OF HUMAN BONDAGE (1935) 
Bette Davis and Leslie Howard in the best film 
version of W.S. Maugham’'s novel about a doctor's 
strange infatuation with a vulgar waitress. 84 minutes 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


THIS IS YOUR LIFE (1954) 

Laurel and Hardy are surprised with their life 
stories on this rare T.V. show. Great nostalgic fun! 
30 minutes 

BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 


THE BIG TIME (1959) 

MERCURY STAR TIME. Super all-star cast: Eddie 
Cantor, George Burns, Bobby Darin. Kingston Trio. 
George Jessel Jack Benny! 51 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


THE COLGATE COMEDY HOUR (1953) 
Big time live T.V. comedy - variety show. Featuring 
Frank Sinatra. Eddie Cantor, Eddie Fisher, and 
more! 59 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


TIMEX ALL-STAR COMEDY SHOW! (1962) 

One of the greatest comedy casts ever assembled 
Johnny Carson, Carl Reiner. Mel Brooks, Buddy 
Hackett and others! Hilarious! 45 minutes 

BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS (1951) 
Sid Caesar, Marsha Hunt, Imogene Coca. and 
others. Great souvenir! 30 minutes 
BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 


YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS (1951) 

Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca, Melvin Douglas, 
Billy Williams Quartet, others. 29 minutes 

BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 


STAR TREK (1967-COLOR) 

THE TROUBLE WITH TRIBBLES. Probably the 
most famous episode. Apparently harmless little 
furry animals almost cause an intergalactic war, 
but instead become accidental heroes. 50 minutes. 
BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


STAR TREK (1967-COLOR) 
SPACE SEED. The Enterprise discovers a drifting 
Earth spaceship from the 1990's containing 70 
people in suspended annimation who have be- 
come supermen! 51 minutes. 
BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


BLOOPERS FROM STAR TREK and LAUGH-IN 
The funniest bloopers ever offered! All-star fum- 
bling and mumbling with Carole Channing, Bill 
Cosby, Milton Berle, Jonathan Winters, Bob Hope, 
Orson Welles, Sammy Davis Jr., Don Rickles and 
many others CAUTION: Contains some strong 
language. Hold onto your sides! 26 minutes 

BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 


LOST IN SPACE (1965) 
The pilot episode of the three year series that 
features the Robinson family, whose space voyage 
to another galaxy is sabotaged by foreign powers, 
sending them hopelessly lost in space. 45 minutes 
BETA 2: $39.95 - VHS: $42.95 


MAMA (! REMEMBER MAMA) (1950) 
Peggy Wood leads an excellent cast in this 
classic T.V. show. Episode: QUEEN OF THE BEE. 
29 minutes. 

BETA 2: $29.95 - VHS: $31.95 
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ORDER BY 
PHONE— 


CHECK AND DOUBLE CHECK (1930) 
The original Amos and Andy in their only starring 
feature film role! Featuring the music of Duke 
Ellington's orchestra. 77 minutes 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


440 THE MAN WHO KNEW TO MUCH (1935) 
Exciting Hitchcock thriller about a man whose 
little girl 1s kidnapped to insure his silence when 
he accidentally learns the plans of a group of inter- 
national assassins. With Peter Lorre and Leslie 
Banks. 76 minutes 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 
007 THE BIRTH OF A NATION (1915) 

This epic blockbuster is D.W. Griffith's supreme 
masterpiece reconstruction of the American Civil 
War and its aftermath! Recorded at correct 
projection speed. 175 minutes 

BETA 2: $69.95 - VHS: $72.95 

126 THE SIN OF HAROLD DIDDLEBOCK (1946) 
Harold Lloyd stars in this Preston Sturges classic! 
Great supporting cast includes Rudy Vallee, Edgar 
Kennedy and Franklin Pangborn. 90 minutes 
BETA 2: $49.98 - VHS: $52.98 

461 TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD (1927) 
Russian director Sergei Eisenstein’s masterpiece 
about the Russian revolution and its aftermath. 
Silent film with musical score recorded at correct 
projection speed. 95 minutes 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


MR. HULOT’S HOLIDAY (1953) 
Jacques Tati’'s supurb and unusaual comedy, pro- 
duced in France. 86 minutes 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


GRAND ILLUSION (1937) 
Set during World War |, this is the story of the 
loyalty and courage of a group of captured French- 
men in their heroic attempt to escape. Considered 
by many critics to be one of the greatest films ever 
made. Directed by Jean Renoir - in French with 
English subtitles. 111 minutes 

BETA i: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


| SEND ORDERS TO: NUMBERS OF ALL 
VIDEO CASETTES 
| VIDEO WN ES YOU WISH TO ORDER 
007 
DEPT. 34 012 < oF 
| 495 MONROE TPK sae gee 
MONROE CT 06468 
Bae wvaces 066 461 573 
| PLEASE RUSH ME the selections | have circled—in (JBETA-2) 073 478 574 
ae LIVHS 119 492 590 
126 504 591 
STREET 127 505 609 
pe STATE 7IP 188 507 626 
a erie 278 514 636 
— AMOUNT of MASTER CHARGE O 415 518 638 
| SHIPPING & HANDLING VISA CARD O 424 519 641 
i CONN. RES. ABBE: 
SALES TAX 430 520 642 
L oTAL ENCLOSED im EXPIRATION DATE 437 521 648 


FOR FASTEST POSSIBLE SERVICE— 
MASTER CHARGE AND VISA CARD HOLDERS 


TOLL FREE 


WRITE 48 ON INFO CARD 


609 THE GOLD RUSH (1925) 
Charlie Chaplin's best known, and possibly his 
best loved, classic tale of a destitute tramp 
trying to strike it rich in the Klondike. 112 minutes. 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


527 THE GENERAL (1926) 
Buster Keaton is a southern engineer during the 
Civil War who must rescue his beloved train (the 
General) from the Union soldiers who have kid- 
napped it. 108 minutes. 

BETA 2: $49.95 - $VHS: $52.95 


573 STEAMBOAT BILL JR. (1928) 
Buster Keaton stars in this story of the wealking 
son of a powerful riverboat captain, who, through 
his heroic actions in the face of a devastating 
hurricane, finally proves that he really is the man 
his father always wanted him to be. 70 minutes 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


459 THE PASSION OF JOAN OF ARC (1928) 
Carl Dreyer’s haunting film concerning the trial of 
Joan of Arc stars Renee Falconetti. Recorded at 
correct projection speed with musical score 
114 minutes. 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


188 SANDERS OF THE RIVER (1935) 
Paul Robeson and Leslie Banks star in this story 
of a proud Black Chief who comes to the aid of 
a British District Head in Africa. 86 minutes. 

BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


430 ORPHEUS (1950) 
Jean Cocteau’s haunting classic of the legend 
of Orpheus and Erudice retold in modern Paris. 
95 minutes. 
BETA 2: $49.95 - VHS: $52.95 


THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLING OF THE HUNDREDS OF programs available on VIDEO 
CASETTES! For the rest of the fun (features, t.v. shows, concerts, cartoons, serials, westerns, 
musicals, etc.) send $1 today for our 56 page catalog! Sent FREE with any order! 


PLEASE CIRCLE THE 


800-243-9289 


OPERATOR 34 


Wiceckhimes — 


A RHETORICAL QUESTION 


The videodisc? Technology of the 
80's, you say. What would you say 
if we told you that Matsushita is 
planning to market a disc player that 
is incompatible with both the exist- 
ing Magnavox system and the long 
awaited RCA system? It’s a rotating 
disc, just like the others, but any 
resemblances are purely irrelevant. 

Matsushita’s Video High Density 
sytem (developed by its subsidiary 
JVC) uses a capacitance pickup sty- 
lus like RCA’s Selectavision, and 
unlike Magnavox’s laser system. But 
unlike RCA’s, the VHD system’sstylus 
is guided by anelectrode which allows 
it, ike Magnavox’s system, to achieve 
random access to any point of the 
disc, as well as such special effects as 
slow-motion, still-frame and fast for- 
ward and reverse. 

But you ask, don’t several recent 
VCR makes feature many of these 
“special effects?” And how will the 
price of the disc player ever go down 
with three formats (so far) competing 
for the market? The people at Matsu- 
shita emphasize that the VHD system 
discs are duplicatedinmuchthesame 
way as audio discs, andthatthey hope 
to enter the market with a software 
selection of 200 programs, for which 
they are currently negotiating. Well 
and good, you say—but not withouta 
touch of cynicism. The videodisc? It 
seems like a rhetorical question. 


INVASION OF THE 
PAY-TV SNATCHERS 


Jaded channel-switchers should 
take more than an idleinterestinanew 
pay-tv home terminal which would 
allow you to be billed by the program, 
by the month, or even by the minute. 
Invented by Bell Canada, the device 
would be connected to both your 
cable converter and your telephone 
line to work as a kind of automatic 
accountant, recording and transmit- 
ting information about what you 
watch and how long you watch it. 

This is how it works: first you select 
achannel. Then, witha key you unlock 
a descrambler to restore the pres- 
crambled video signal to normal, 
simultaneously triggering a memory 
device which recordsall viewing data. 
And finally, in the spooky words of 
Bell Canada, ‘at night and when the 
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telephone is not in use, the informa- 
tion stored in the memory would be 
silently extracted over the telephone 
line and recorded on magnetic tape in 
the telephone exchange.” (Is this 
Invasion of the Pay-tv Snatchers?) 
The info would be sent to the appro- 
priate pay-tvservices, who wouldalso 
be getting a more accurate idea of 
their subscribers’ viewing habits than 
Nielsen ever dreamed of. 

The unit is not being marketed yet, 
but it promises to be an incredible 
problem-solver. Forinstance, thelock 
and key feature makes the terminal 
harder to steal, and easier for parents 
to censor. And in case you fall asleep 
atthescreen, the machinewillturnthe 
set off ateach program’s end. Sounds 
like an automatic success. 


HAUTE CASSETTES 


It's just too fabulous, but Video- 
fashion Quarterly is now available 
from the Time/Life Video Club. You 
can now see the latest collections 
from such high fashion moguls as 
Ralph Lauren, Calvin Klein, Geoffrey 


Videofashionable Calvin Klein. 


Beene, Mary McFadden, Bill Blass, 
and Perry Ellis (among others) as their 
models flit down long runways into 
your hearts and the designers them- 
selves explain the meaning of it all in 
short interviews. 

The video fashion magazine is 
offered ona yearly subscription basis 


», for $99.95 which gives you four pro- 
ygrams or $29.95 for each tape.Fhen, 


we'll see you at Bergdorf's. 


MY SON, 
THE VIDEO DOCTOR 


The free VCR clinic at Columbia 
Audio/Video (Highland Park, Illinois) 
may not spawn a tv series—Marcus 
Welby, Video M.D.? Video Hospital?— 
but it could start a trend. Thirty-nine 
“patients” were diagnosed and 
treated by “technicians” in lab coats 
and stethoscopes during the clinic’s 
two-day run. 

Only two were discovered to be in 
serious condition, and remained 
behind at Columbia for “operations.” 
Therestreceivedathoroughcleaning 
as fond owners looked on. Any linger- 
ing anxieties were set at ease by tests 
conducted before and after via color- 
bar tapes anda wave-form and broad- 
cast monitor. 

The success of the clinic spurred 
Columbia marketing manager Gene 
R.Kahnto proclaim itan annualevent. 
The venture also produced some 
interesting statistics: 29 of the 
machines were VHS, ten Beta; they 
came from nine companies and 21 
stores; and over half were more than 
one year old. 


FANS ACROSS THE WATER 


Newsflash! Melted Panasonic back 
from the dead: A tv rises from the 
ashes of a fire-ravaged home in living 
color, thanks to the family’s video 
freak son. Theset works, but the prob- 
lem is that the melted console (look- 
ing slightly Dali-esque) doesn’t quite 
fit into the family’s gast-inferno decor. 

Newsflash! A Turkish restaurant 
installs a VCR to play imported belly- 
dancing tapes. Owners say it is 
cheaper than the real thing and easier 
on the digestion. 

These touching tales of video devo- 
tion come not from the machine- 
smitten U.S., but from our BBC-bred 
cousins inthe U.K. They seem to have 
fallen for the new technology ina big 
way. 

We gathertheseimpressionsfroma 
magazine called Television & Home 
Video, which brings Britons news of 
the homescreen. Fromstar profiles of 
such luminaries as Esther Rantzen (?) 
tolively behind-the-scenes reports on 
technical developments, the video 
scene is covered in typically British 
fashion, polysyllables and extra 
adjectives intact. 


Home Video 


We fit the same. 
But we perform so 


much better. 


When it comes to fitting any audio or 
video recorder, there’s no apparent difference 
between Fuji and any other brand of cassettes: 
we all fit the same. 

But there, the resemblance ends. Be- 
cause tapes are manufactured to very different 
quality standards with different materials and 
technologies, Fuji’s performance is unique. 

Take video. Our VHS and Beta cas- 
settes improve performance on any recorder. 
Providing sharper pictures. More lifelike 


color. And freedom from noise and distortion. 

In audio, our premium FX-I, FX-II and 
low-noise FL set new standards for accurate 
sound reproduction. And extended response. 

Our revolutionary new Fuji Metal Tape 
goes even further. With ultra-wide response. 
Dramatically-improved dynamic range and 
sound quality comparable to studio open reel 
recordings. 

So, whatever you're recording—on 
whatever brand of recorder—discover how 
good your machine really is. With Fuji—the 
tape that helps it perform so much better. 


PU UALR LS 


One brand fits all. Better. 


Magnetic Tape Division 
Fuji Photo Film U.S.A., Inc. 
350 Fifth Avenue, 

New York, New York 10001 
(212) 736-3335 


Is video your business, too? 


Your biggest investment 
in video will cost $12 


Whether you run a television station or a single video recorder, your 
biggest investment in video is a subscription to Videography. 


Videography is the monthly magazine of video, bringing you the 
news, the ideas, the techniques, the equipment and programs you 
need to make the most of this most exciting medium. 


Whether you’re producing the network news or the company news, 
you will find what you need to know each month in Videography. 


“News of the people making the industry grow ... 
*News and reviews of video programs, and the latest releases ... 
“Reports on all the new video equipment ... 


*Commentary, reporting and problem-solving with our contribu- 
ting editors, covering technical advances, production technique, 
legislation, business video and video art... 


*An interview with a leading video personality ... 


*Provocative and useful articles on the concepts and techniques 
of successful communication with video ... 


That's what you will find in every issue. And, during the year, you will 
be reading Videography’s special guides and reports, in-depth 
coverage of key areas of video: 


*“Round-ups and comparisons of recorders and cameras... 
“Illustrated guides to production facilities and video vans... 


“Charts and commentary on video projectors, character 
generators, editing systems, videotape in all formats ... 


*A special annual report on video program distributors ... 
“And, in December, the annual guide to all video equipment ... 


Your biggest investment in video will cost $12, and will bring you 
valuable information and inspiration to improve your use of this ex- 
citing medium, whether you’re making video in a broadcast studio or 
in the back room. Read the leading magazine for video professionals 
and for people who want to make their video professional. 


Make your biggest investment in video today. 


BONUS! 


Videography 
475 Park Avenue South 
New York NY 10016 


Start my subscription to Videography 
with the very next issue. 


Send your check with order and receive 
a recent back issue free! Write in on the 
coupon your first choice (subject to 
availability): 

‘Production Facilities’ 


( -) $12 for one year ( ) Bill me. _Who’s Who in Corporate TV” 
( ) $20 for two years ( ) Check enclosed. “Programs Guide ; 
( ) $24 for three years Send me the Mobile Production 


back issue on ‘“‘Guide to Recorders’ 


Subscription rates valid through De- 


Name cember 31, 1980 in U.S. and posses- 
sions only. Foreign subscriptions must 
Address be prepaid in U.S. funds: $18 for one 


year, $32 for two years, $42 for three 
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Home For a money-saving 


subscription... 


.. use this card today. Instead of paying $9.00 at the single copy rate, get the 
next six issues of Home Video for $7.50 or $7.00 — it’s your choice. 


Send me the next six issues of Home Video: 


( ) My check is enclosed for $7.00 ( ) Bill me later for $7.50 
(mail in envelope to address on other side) 
( ) Charge my (_) Visa ( ) Master Charge for $7.00 


account number MC interbank # expires signature required for cards 
Name 

Address 

re renee” << Seen one 
Offer good in U.S. and possessions only through June 30, 1980. 4FH8 


Outside the U.S., six issues for $10.50, prepaid in U.S. funds. 
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Home For a money-saving 


subscription... 


.. use this card today. Instead of paying $9.00 at the single copy rate, get the 
next six issues of Home Video for $7.50 or $7.00 — it’s your choice. 


Send me the next six issues of Home Video: 


( ) My check is enclosed for $7.00 ( ) Bill me later for $7.50 
(mail in envelope to address on other side) 
( ) Charge my (_) Visa ( ) Master Charge for $7.00 


account number MC interbank # expires signature required for cards 
Name 

Address 
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Offer good in U.S. and possessions only through June 30, 1980. 4FH8 


Outside the U.S., six issues for $10.50, ade in U.S. funds. 


to your questions ... 


. use this card today. Send your home video question to Home Video’s 
Questions and Answers column, and watch for the answer in an upcoming 
issue. 


Here’s my question for Q&A: 


Name 
Address 
| ee Er || On eee ee eee S| 


BUSINESS REPLY CARD 


FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 207 BOULDER, COLORADO 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


Subscription Department 
Post Office Box 2651 
Boulder, Colorado 80321 


BUSINESS REPLY CARD 


FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 207 BOULDER, COLORADO 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


Subscription Department 
Post Office Box 2651 
Boulder, Colorado 80321 


Questions & Answers 


475 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 
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Explore and Enjoy | 


e of the 8OS... 


with HOME VIDEO, your guide to the exciting new 
opportunities for home entertainment, education and 
expression for you, your family and friends. HOME VIDEO 
brings you the information and inspiration to make the most 
of the new communications technology. You'll find reports 
on video equipment (recorders, cameras, projection tv, 
video discs and accessories); complete instructions on 
how to use the equipment for watching and making 
video tapes; design and decorating ideas to help you 
make video an exciting part of your home; news and 
reports on new equipment and programs for home video, 
and thought provoking commentary on what it will all 
mean for you and your life. And, in every issue, you'll 
read aboutthe the latest programs available on cassette 
and disc. You'll also find out what's coming up on the 
networks, PBS, paycable services like HBO and 
Showtime, over-the-air pay-tv, special cable networks 
and superstations. You'll have the world of video 
programming at your fingertips. 


the Lifestyl 


EXPLORE HOME VIDEO and let your friends explore it 
too, with gift subscriptions to Home Video. Use this convenient 
form to start your subscription and to send six issues of the magazine as a gift. 
We'll send your friends a card so they'll know who to thank 

for bringing them into the Home Video world. 


Mail to: HOME VIDEO Subscription Department, Post Office Box 2651, Boulder, Colorado 80322 
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to Iape and Disc 


The big movie companies are jumping on the home video bandwagon. 
Not only are they releasing more titles for the home video audience, 
they’re doing it closer and closer to the films’ theatrical release. 


By Peter Caranicas 


No one suspected that The Jerk 
was destined to be such a landmark 
film. Its star, Steve Martin, has been 
funnier on stage and on tv shows. Its 
box-office gross ($14 million in four 
months), while high, broke no 
records. Its reviews ranged from cool 
to lukewarm. | 


Yet The Jerk has been selected by © 


chance and circumstance to become 
a milestone in Hollywood history. On 
April 1, just three-and-a-half months 
after the film’s pre-Christmas theatri- 
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cal debut, MCA released it on 
videodisc—and shortly after that on 
videocassette. Never before has a 
popular movie been available for sale 
to home video audiences so soon 
after its initial engagementatfirst-run 
theaters. 

MCA’s decision epitomizes one of 
the most significant trends in the 
movie business today: the headlong 
rush of the Hollywood studios into 
home video. Not only are more movie 
companies releasing more titles to 
the home videocassette market; 


they're doing it closer and closer. to 


the films’ theatrical release date in 


order to capitalize on the high public 
awareness built up through publicity 
and advertising when a movie is first 
released. For instance: 

e 1941, the World War Il comedy 
with John Belushi, hit the theaters 
last December but unlike The Jerk, it 
sank. Yet, for different reasons, Uni- 
versal made it available on disc and 
cassette through MCA at the same 
time as The Jerk. While it looked like 
it might never recover its costs at the 
box office, 1947 could at least attempt 
to make money in the home market 
while still fresh in the public’s 
memory. © 
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The box-office hits released sooner 
than ever on video include: MCA’s 
The Jerk (opposite page) starring 
Steve Martin, Paramount's Grease 
(left) with John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton-John, and WCI Home 
Video’s Superman (bottom) with 
Margot Kidder and Christopher Reeve. 


e Norma Rae, the recent Sally 
Fields hit, became available on 
videocassette through Magnetic 
Video (owned by Twentieth Century- 
Fox) on May 1. Although initially 
shown in theaters well before The 
Jerk, Norma Rae enjoyed a box- 
office revival last spring owing to the 
nomination of the film and of Sally 
Fields for best picture and best 
actress Oscars. Cassette sales 
benefitted. 

e “10”, the surprising sleeper of the 
1979-80 season, was released on 
cassette by WCI Home Video, a sub- 
sidiary of Warner Communications, 
while still playing at theaters across 
the country on its exceptionally long 
run. The cassette was released to 
take advantage of a Playboy maga- 
zine cover pictorial on “170” discovery 
Bo Derek, acknowledges WCI Home 
Video chief Morton Fink. 

The major film distributors have 
embraced home video with astonish- 
ing speed. Jack Valenti, president of 
the Motion Picture Association of 
America, emphasized that point at a 
speech made to the International 
Tape Association last March. He 
pointed out that in just 16 months the 
number of titles available from major 
movie distributors to the home 
market had grown from 50 to 477. 
Moreover, while in late 1978 only one 
MPAA member company—Twentieth 
Century-Fox—was Cultivating the 
home video market, in early 1980 all 
nine member companies were doing 
so. The field now teems not only with 
old favorites like AVCO’s The Gradu- 
ate and Fox’s M*A*S*H, butalso fresh 
box-office smashes like Paramount's 
Saturday Night Fever and Grease. 

What precipitated the rush? Two 
things. First, in October, 1979, a Los 
Angeles district court ruled that 
“noncommercial home-use_ record- 
ing of material broadcast over public 
airwaves does not constitute copy- 
right infringement.” The video indus- 
try breathed a huge, collective sigh of 
relief at that decision, which was a 
victory for Sony in a case brought 
against it by MCA Inc. (parent of Uni- 
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versal Studios) and Walt Disney 
Productions. 

The decision removed all fear that 
home VCRs would be declared ille- 
gal. What’s more, it. freed Universal 
and Disney, which had made some 
movies available to the very limited 
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Steve Martin hides his shame in The Jerk (left), available from MCA on cassette 
and disc. Bo Derek doesn’t have to in “10” (above), distributed by WCI Home 
Video. Walt Disney Productions has also jumped on the home video bandwagon 
with films like Old Yeller (below), but has a rental-only policy. 


videodisc market, to join the band- 
wagon and release the movies on 
videocassette. Universal plunged 
into the market whole hog with the 
very early release on cassette of The 
Jerk and 1941, as well as other 
movies. More cautious, Disney now 
has a rental-only policy for cassettes 
and offers The Love Bug, Old Yeller, 
At Home with Donald Duck and oth- 
ers exclusively through Fotomat 
stores. 

The second event that caused 
Hollywood to rush into home video 
was a Statistic: sometime late last 
year the number of U.S. households 
owning home VCRs passed the one- 
million mark. If each of those house- 
holds buys just one $50 movie per 
year, that’s a hefty $50 million market. 
Of course, the number of homes 
equipped with home video gear will 
soon number in the multiple millions, 
and the purveyors of programs hope 
each home will buy several tapes or 
discs per year. 

With the future looking so rosy, 
how long could Hollywood resist? In 
fact, certain powerful figures in the 
movie business are tempted to goone 
step further and try out the simul- 
taneous release of movies in the 
theater and on cassette and disc. 
Twentieth Century Fox vice chairman 
Alan Hirschfield, speaking at the 
Same forum as Jack Valenti in March, 
came close to advocating just_that. 
Each movie title, he saidy.could reap 


an additional $1 million from cassette 
and disc sales if made available to the 
home market at an early release 
Stage, and “certainly before it can be 
copied on pay-tv.” 

With that kind of thinking making 
the rounds in Hollywood, many peo- 
ple are asking: “Will there actually 
ever come a day when you will be able 
to choose between going out to see a 
movie the day it opens in a first-run 
theater, or buying a cassette or disc 
of the same movie to view at home?” 

“Probably not,” answers Andre 
Blay, president of Magnetic Video, “at 
least not for the next year or so.” Blay, 
who pioneered the distribution af 
movies on cassette in 1977, points out 
that a limited initial release creates a 
mystique around a picture and is a 
traditional way of building up 
demand. He concedes, however, that 
a weak film could take advantage of 
early cassette release “to take advan- 
tage of all the hype.” 

Warner’s Morton Fink doesn’t rule 
Out simultaneous availability in 
theaters and on cassette but cautions 
that it’s too early to call the shots on 
future release patterns: “We have a 
fledgling industry called home video, 
with great expectations for it, and, 
unfortunately, with lots of confu- 
sion.” Like others, he’s waiting to see 
how the business develops. And 
chances are it will grow big enough to 
allow the existence of every release 
pattern known to Hollywood. 
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Shooting just a few minutes 
a day helps you keep 
a visual record of your life— 


and you can watch 


your camera techniques 


improve, too. 


By Madison Bell & 
Alex Roshuk 


Are you beginning to feel bored by 
the flow of programming from broad- 
cast tv, cable tv, and prerecorded 
videocassettes? Did it ever occur to 
you that your own experience might 
be more valuable and interesting than 
any program you may watch or tape 
and that you have every reason to 
record it? 

So why not shoot yourself? 

Put your life in focus with a video 
journal. A VCR and camera can be 
used to reawaken your self-awareness 
in areas where television may have 
numbed it. Imaginative use of video 
can reverse some of the trends that 
place you in the position of observer. 

Video is an excellent tool for such 
an undertaking, and a considerably 
more sophisticated one than a five- 
year leather-bound diary. Letter writ- 
ing and journal keeping are lost arts 
in the 20th century, casualties of the 
telephone and the pace of modern 
life. Introspection may also be on the 
decline. ae 
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Take a good look at yourself using the camera’s eye. 


It doesn’t have to be that way. With 
a simple home video set-up, anyone 
can rival the feats of Samuel Pepys, 
the 17th century diarist who took the 
trouble to write down every event of 
every day of his life, the end product 
being asmall but impressive library of 
handwritten volumes. Very few peo- 
ple could even consider putting such 
a comprehensive record of their own 
histories on paper. But it’s much 
easier to put it all on videotape. 

Realistically, you can start a video 
journal by shooting just a minute per 
day. At this rate you will use no more 
than one videocassette per month, 
and you will be sacrificing less of 
your free time than it takes to drink 
thirty cups of coffee. The schedule 
can be adjusted to your own needs 
and preferences, though it’s probably 
a good idea to form the habit of shoot- 
ing some small part of your journal on 
a daily basis. Now that the project 
begins to seem practically feasible, 
certain questions will occur to you: | 


What are you going to shoot? How 
are you going to shoot it? Why are 
you doing all this, anyway? 

What you shoot will be determined 
to some extent by the capabilities of 
your equipment. If you have a porta- 
ble recorder you can go wherever you 
want, but if you don’t you will proba- 
bly have to stay indoors. It’s likely 
that exceptional events will be the 
first to attract your camera: births, 
weddings, vacations, holiday gather- 
ings—the stock footage of home 
movies. Ease of operation and instant 
playback make video a_ superior 
medium for the preservation of these 
landmark occurrences, and if you are 
already using video for this purpose 
then you probably won't want to stop. 
But your video journal should also fill 
in the gaps between special occa- 
sions, documenting your more ordi- 
nary days. Try aiming your camera at 
the commonplace. 

At this point, the question of your 
relationship with the camera arises. 
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You may treat the camera as an addi- 
tion to your own eye which sees every- 
thing you choose to see, and remem- 
bers it in detail. In this case you are 
recording your activity from your 
Own perspective. Or you can aim the 
Camera at yourself and allow it to 
record your activity from a remote 
perspective. As your video journal 
expands you will want to experiment 
with both of these techniques, but the 
basic difference between them is 
worth remembering. 

To practice the first technique, try 
wearing your camera as a monocle 
fora while. Don’t turn the recorder on 
yet, but keep the camera to your eye, 
while you walk around your home or 
your neighborhood, or take a bus. 
Your friends may laugh at you, but 
you will get thoroughly accustomed 
to the way your environment looks to 
your camera. To avoid bumping into 
things you will have to keep the 
Camera reasonably steady and move 
it fairly smoothly, which will make 
you a better cameraperson in gen- 
eral. However, you shouldn’t worry 
about imitating professional camera 
work, because you are making your 
tape to satisfy yourself, not the 
requirements of conventional televi- 
sion. 

When you are tired of this exercise, 
take the camera into your tvroom and 
shoot a stationary, wide-angle shot of 
the area, letting the tape run for per- 
haps thirty seconds. Though this may 
seem to be the most ridiculous waste 
of tape you can imagine, if you review 
this shot two weeks later, you will 
probably notice that several things 
about the room have changed. Any- 
one with minimalist predilections can 
make a very satisfactory video journal 
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by taking daily shots of the same area 
from the same camera angle. Whena 
long series of such shots is reviewed, 
virtually imperceptible changes in the 
area Covered may come to seem quite 
drastic. A tape like this one might 
seem too boring to watch... but 
remember that you live in it and it 
might be interesting to you. 

As asecond basic strategy, take the 
camera and do some travelling shots 
of any or every room in your home. 
Try different angles—close-ups as 
well as long and medium shots. Use 
the camera for a detailed exploration 
of any object that interests you. You 
should find that some objects that 
normally do not interest you take on 
more meaning when you consider re- 
cording them, or after you have re- 
corded them. At first you may feel 
that what you are doing is banal to the 
point of absurdity, but keep in mind 
that a video journal, like a written 
diary, will seem more attractive on 
review than it does while you are mak- 
ing it. 

The next thing to try is replicating 
some of your familiar patterns of move- 
ment. Carrying the camera, go through 
some of your habitual routines. Tour 
your home again, but this time don’t 
get too involved in detail, because 
what you are doing now is recording 
the visual side-effects of your most 
ordinary movements. If your equip- 
ment permits, take the camera for a 
walk through your neighborhood. 
Since you have been playing with 
your camera a lot recently, you 
should almost be able to forget that it 
is between you and what you see, and 
Simple camera technique will be 
second nature to you. 

If you have gone through all these 


If you spend a lot of time at the refrig- 
erator, include it in your video diary. 
This is your life. 


Stages at the rate of one minute’s 
recording per day, a month has 
passed already, and it’s time to con- 
sider some more complicated subject 
matter, such as animate objects. No 
doubt some of your pets, or friends, 
or family, have already drifted into a 
few of your shots, but now you are 
ready to focus on them directly. Stick 
to the idea that the cameraisa simple 
accessory to your own vision as you 
begin to do some shots of other 
people. 

People differ from walls and furni- 
ture in that they alter their behavior 
when a camera is around. Reactions 
range from ducking and blushing 
(“Don’t take my picture!”) to exag- 
gerated acting for the camera, and for 
your video journal you don’t want 
either of these. 

The best way to suppress both 
types of response is to make the 
camera’s presence so familiar that 
everyone can forget about it. Youcan 
desensitize your family and friends to 
the camera in the same way that you 
have already desensitized your own 
eye: by keeping it in front of them all 
the time. If you are doubtful of this 
method, watch a few segments of An 
American Family, the controversial 
cinema vérité account of a California 
family that aired on public television 
in the mid-70’s. 

When you are shooting your 
friends and family for your video 
journal, you don’t need to look for 
anything bizarre. The opposite is 
probably more desirable at first, 
because if you succeed in establish- 
ing an accurate record of common 
daily events your tapes will be fasci- 
nating to watch in the future. Averag- 
ing One minute per day, you can 
spend another month doing this, and 
fill up another tape. Two volumes of 
your video journal are now complete, 
and now is a good time to review 
them. 

An outstanding feature of any 
tapes you may make according to 
these prescriptions is that you your- 
self don’t appear in them. Maybe it’s 
time to change all that, to stop pre- 
tending that the camera is your eye 
and start bringing yourself into the 
picture. Once more, the best planisto 
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Brief shots, executed on a daily basis, 
can provide you with new ideas about your habits 
and how they develop and change in time. 
You see yourself as others see you. 


asa, 


start very simply. 

To begin, position your camera 
somewhere above your tv set and, 
using the tv as a monitor, look at your 
self on the screen. You will notice 
that, no matter how hard you try, you 
cannot meet your own eyes. Watch- 
ing yourself in a video monitor is 
nothing like watching yourself in a 
mirror. The video image is neither 
reflected nor reversed, andatfirst the 
absence of image reversal when you 
use video can create confusion 
between left and right. Mirrors only 
permit you to see yourself engaged in 
the act of looking at yourself. In the 
video monitor you can see yourself 
engaged in any activity, without pre- 
cisely watching yourself at all. 
Instead, through the agency of the 
camera, you are able to see yourself 
as you appear to others. 

So what? Clearly video self- 
monitoring can be a good way,to 
make sure that your hair is straight in 
the back. It also offers an opportunity 
for nonreflective self-observation 
and self-analysis. 

Now you can begin to use the 
camera to get a detached look at your 
own activities. When you shoot your- 
self from a distance, wide-angle sta- 
tionary shots will be the most practi- 
cal, unless you have a versatile tripod 
or a very obliging friend, and you'll 


probably want to stay indoors. Set up 
the camera in inconspicuous loca- 
tions in the various rooms of your 
home ona bracket, asmall tripod, ora 
bookshelf. Let the camera run as you 
pursue your usual routines. These seg- 
ments of your video journal will give 
you a view of yourself that you can 
get in no other way. Brief shots of this 
kind, executed on a daily basis, can 
provide you with new ideas about 
your habits and the way in which they 
change and develop over a period of 
time. You may systematize the seg- 
ments by shooting a specific action 
regularly, or you can just turn on the 
camera whenever it seems worth- 
while. A remote switching device will 
be useful for this sort of shooting. 

You will want to try to tape encoun- 
ters that you have with other people 
in this same format (though you 
should be careful about taping any- 
one without informed consent). 
Shots like these can even be revela- 
tory, as you put yourself into the third 
person and observe and review your 
own behavior among others. At this 
point your video journal may reach an 
alarming level of candor, but you, 
after all, are in control of it. 

When you have experimented with 
several of the strategies suggested 
here, and any others that may sug- 
gest themselves to you, you should 


A stationary camera can record daily changes in your room. 
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Show the diary your new watch. 


think about editing your video jour- 
nal. It will probably be most practical 
for you to edit in-camera. You can 
create simple structures for your 
journal by planning in advance. 
Reserve specific tapes for particular 
subject matter or classes of shots. For 
smooth transitions, fade in and out of 
your shots by opening and closing 
the lens aperture. If itis feasible, you 
might find it worthwhile to edit your 
tapes more elaborately. 

So what’s the point of a video jour- 
nal? First of all, your grandchildren 
will love it. If a picture is worth a thou- 
sand words then 30 images per 
second have an incalculable value in 
terms of information rendered to pos- 
terity. But that isn’t the only reason 
for keeping a video journal, or even 
the best one. Take a short shot, any 
simple shot, and review it imme- 
diately; remember that what you are 
viewing is no longer the present, it 
has already slipped into the past. 
How well do you think you can 
remember the details of this event 
even now, amoment after it has taken 
place? What about next week? Or 
next year? 

The regular use of recording equip- 
ment can sharpen your perceptions, 
and in the long run the video journal 
should enhance the intensity of your 
life in the present. Without becoming 
more self-conscious, you will be- 
come more self-aware; you will arrive 
at a new sense of yourself as an actor 
in the affairs of your own life. That 
alone may be aconsiderable achieve- 
ment in an era when almost everyone 
is in danger of becoming a passive 
receptacle for entertainment. It might 
be worthwhile to spend a few minutes 
a day making media technology work 
for you instead of on you. 
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Gazing into 


the Video Future 


Are you ready for. . . 

* recorders the size of matchboxes? 
x Cameras the size of buttons? 

* tv you can get your hands into? 

In 25 years, you won’t be able to do without them. 


By Mark Schubin 


“While the first atomic propulsion 
has been assigned to a submarine, it 
can be taken for granted that before 
1980 ships, aircraft, locomotives, and 
even automobiles will be atomically 
fueled. | do not hesitate to forecast 
that atomic batteries will be common- 
place long before 1980.” 

That was just one prediction made 
by RCA Chairman David Sarnoff in an 
article entitled “The Fabulous 
Future” which appeared in the Janu- 
ary, 1955 issue of Fortune magazine. 
Many of the other predictions— 
homes lit without lightbulbs and air 
conditioners with no moving parts, 
for example—fared equally well. 

How, then, can I, no David Sarnoff, 
dare to make predictions about tele- 
vision twenty-five years from now? 
How? Well, why not? 

While the crystal ball warms up, let 
me first define the beast whose palm | 
will read. Television can be divided 
into five fields: acquisition, storage, 
processing, distribution and presen- 
tation. Acquisition is the process by 
which a television camera turns 
lightwaves into video signals and a 
microphone turns sound waves into 
audio signals. Audio plus video 
equals television. 

Storage is some way of holding on 
to those signals fora while: for exam- 
ple, by using videotape. Processing 
does something noticeable to the 
signals, like editing them together or 
changing their color. Distribution 
gets the signals from the people who 
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want to be paid for them to the people 
who want to pay for them (or the peo- 
ple who the people paying for them 
want them to get to) and presentation 
turns the video and audio signals 
back into light and sound waves. 
Everything else is just technical 
garbage. 

So? Well, the crystal ball has 
warmed up enough for the first predic- 
tion: by 2005, a majority of the tele- 
vision households of the United States 
will have the capability to deal with all 
five fields of television. Meaning 
what? Well, you have a tv set. Big 
deal; so does almost everybody. 
Everybody has a television presenta- 
tion machine. 

The fact that you are reading this 
gives you a good chance of having a 
videotape recorder as well. Very 
good! That puts you in an elite percen- 
tile of your fellow tv-owners and gives 
you access to two out of the five 
fields. As a video recorder owner, 
you've got a possibility of Owning a 
camera as well. Hooray! Super elite 
and three out of five! Processing? 
Unless you’re a video artist or a pro- 
fessional program producer, it’s 
highly unlikely that you’ve got any 
processing equipmentand, as for dis- 
tribution—ha! Only if you’re an ama- 
teur radio operator dealing in ham tv, 
a weirdo using slowscan on your tele- 
phone lines or an illegal microwave 
Operator do you have any access to 
television distribution. 

However, | repeat: By 2005, a ma- 
jority of U.S. television households 
will be dealing with all five tele- 
vision fields. How come? The crystal 


ball is now fully warmed, so let’s leap 
right in. 
ACQUISITION 

Why doesn’t everybody havea tele- 
vision camera today? Mostly because 
they’re expensive. Also they’re big, 
heavy, frequently difficult to Operate, 
Prone to failure when dropped, liable 
to go out of focus as often as they 
please and produce only two dimen- 
sional pictures. 

Why are today’s cameras so unde- 
sirable? Simple: Glass. 

There are at least two pieces of 
glass in virtually every television 
camera extant. One is the lens (which 
may, itself, be composed of 30 or 
more pieces of glass) and the other 
is the camera tube (which in many 
color cameras is actually three or four 
tubes and requires additional pieces 
of glass like mirrors or prisms to 
break the colors into their compo- 
nents). Yes, in this virtually solid- 
State world we live in, one of the few 
places you will continue to see 
vacuum tubes is in television 
cameras. 

What’s wrong with lenses and 
tubes? They break when dropped. Or 
when hit with a hammer. They are 
difficult to manufacture to perfection 
(though their materials are cheap as 
sand). In fact, broadcast camera 
tubes cost more than $2,000 each! 
Vacuum tubes consume more elec- 
tricity than equivalent solid-state cir- 
Cuits. They're bigger. They give off 
heat. They require time to warm up 
(just like my crystal ball). They’re 
heavy. 

Prediction number two: By 2005, 
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“By 2005, we'll have a tactile control unit,” 
says Mark Schubin, left. “When you want to pull 
Walter Cronkite’s cheeks, you'll just grab on and 

pull. When you want to squish Chuck Barris, 
you'll just squish away.” 


=m Of acigar box, or roughly three times What's the difference between the 


virtually no television camera will 
have a single tube in it. Cameras will 
be 100% solid-state and will be small 
enough to fit on a button (assuming 
we still have buttons). They will also 
be cheaper than a tankfull of automo- 
tive fuel (which may, by that time, be 
metal hydrides). Barring accidental 
placement under a mail rocket, they 
will be virtually indestructible. They 
will have no adjustments and (perhaps 
not the ones sitting on buttons) will 
provide gorgeous color pictures equiv- 
alent to large format photographs. 

How come? Well, we'll be using 
solid-state imaging devices. In 1974, | 
had the pleasure of playing with the 
prototypes of those cameras, devel- 
oped by Bell Laboratories, General 
Electric, RCA and Fairchild. Even 
then, black-and-white resolution was 
roughly equivalent to that available in 
industrial cameras. The cameras were 
small enough to fit in the palm of a 
hand and ran off of nine-volt transis- 
tor radio batteries. So why do we have 
to wait until 2005 before we get them 
at home? 

We don't, really, but we do have to 
wait a while. One of the biggest prob- 
lems now is what’s called “yield.” If 
the tiniest element on a large solid- 
state imaging “chip” is bad, it will put 
a white or black splotch into the pic- 
ture (and, actually, with the tech- 
nologies now available, may put a 
whole line into the picture). With 
today’s yield (the number of good 
chips per batch), a high quality, 
blotch-free chip costs far more than 
the equivalent tube. 

And then there’s color. Bell Labs’ 
1974 color model was about the size 
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the size of the smallest tubed color crummy little dot of glass on those 
camera then available. How come? $1.29 cameras you find in souvenir 
Because it had a prism inside to stores and the $30,000 contraption 


separate the incoming light into it that sits on the front of a broadcast 
component colors. television camera? A lot, but, for the 

This year, several Japanese com- sake of simplicity, let’s boil it down to 
panies will be demonstrating work on one word: quality. Lenses are subject 
single chips that can create colar pic- to many aberrations. Asingle piece of 


tures without recourse to prisms or glass cannot focus all colors simul- 
mirrors, so in a few years we should taneously, SO more pieces of glass 
be seeing the first color cameras the are added to correct that problem. A 


size of buttons (well, political cam- spherical lens (read: a cheap lens) 
paign buttons, anyway). causes light to be focused on differ- 

So there you are with your button ent planes depending on where it 
Camera, only you're bent over be- entered the lens. Complex lenses 


cause coming out of the button is a 20 called “aspherics” compensate for 
pound lens on one side and a 20 that problem. Coma, a sort of comet- 
pound viewfinder on the other. Let’s tailing effect for points near the edge 
get rid of the viewfinder first. of the picture, can be fixed by adding 
By 2005, it might be possible to still more glass and calling the thing 
feed television signals directly into an “aplanat.” And on it goes. 
the brain, but my crystal ball is a bit Well, suppose you don’t compen- 
foggy there, so let’s figure out some- sate for any of these aberrations. 
thing else. What’s the difference Then, you get a messy picture. Ever 
between an electronic viewfinder and take a picture that was way out of 
a hole with a couple of crosshairs? focus or one where you jiggled the 
The viewfinder shows you exactly camera badly and the whole thing 
what you're getting; the hole just was a smear and you Cried because it 
shows the area being shot. The major was such a beautiful shot, too? Well, 
difference between the two boils researchers at the State University of 
down to being able to see whether or New York, the University of Utah and 
not the scene is in focus. Today, you elsewhere have been doing research 
can buy a Polaroid camera that sends recently into a process called “image 
out little sonar pulses to focus itself. A deconvolution.” Image deconvolution 
more complex system, but one which can take an out of focus print and 
may work better than sonar during a restore the focus. 
pan, involves a mathematical analysis Oh, it’s still a very crude process, 
of the video signal called a Fourier but, applied to a solid-state camera, it 
analysis, which enables the frequency could possibly compensate for a great 
content of the signal to be isolated. many lens foibles. So now we're. 
The greater the high frequencies, the down toacheap smudge of glass over 
sharper the focus. Anyway, regardless our button camera. Well, what about 


of how it’s done, 2005 cameras will zooming? How do you zoom with a 

focus themselves, unless you don’t smudge? 

want them to for artistic reasons. You can't, but even today, television 
Having sort of explained away production houses are zooming in 

focus, | now exercise my literary pre- and out on pictures already recorded 


rogative to pretend that I’ve explained on tape, using devices called “digital 
away all need for a viewfinder on effects units” (more on these later). 
these tiny cameras. Thus, we may Zooming out without changing the 
proceed to the next issue: the lens. lens is fairly easy and was even done 
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with the old camera tubes used in the 
1940s and 50s. Zooming in is a bit 
trickier. Even the digital effects units 
usually limit their inward zooming to 
a magnification of two, because, after 
that, the picture gets too fuzzy. It all 
depends on how many picture ele- 
ments can be crammed onto one of 
these chips, and I'll use my literary 
prerogative again to say that I’ve 
answered the question of zooming. 
Now we've got a camera on a but- 
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Home Video 2005? No, laboratory video 1975. Here’s what the labs had five 
years ago (from top): Fairchild’s tubeless camera, Sony’s thin-as-glass color 
tv, GE’s wide-screen projection, Bell’s fiber optics, Bell’s tubeless camera (the 
black dot beneath the researcher’s hand), 3-D Technology’s dimensional 
glasses, and RCA’s camera chip, compared with the tube it replaces. 


ton with asmudge of alens. Can we go 
farther still? You betcha! Ever hear of 
holography? It’s a form of true, three 
dimensional photography utilizing 
lasers. Holography is totally lens- 
less photography and 3-D to boot! 
Will holographic techniques be ap- 
plied to television? The crystal ball 
says yes! Will it happen by 2005? The 
crystal ball is smouldering. Time to 
change subjects. 

Okay, so we've got a tiny, rugged, 


cheap camera. What about the micro- 
phone? There are already cheap mic- 
rophones. There are also expensive 
microphones, but even these tend to 
cost less than the least expensive 
video cameras. What there isn’t is a 
microphone you can point like a 
camera. 

If you're on a Street corner and you 
need pictures of someone across the 
street, all you need to dois zoom in. lf 
you need to hear what the person 
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across the street is saying, you can 
use the most expensive microphones, 
in conjunction with parabolic reflec- 
tors and interference tubes and all of 
the other tricks of the trade, and what 
youll end up with is a lot of traffic 
noise, with maybe a little speech 
mixed in. We need a microphone that 
can be pointed at a target. 

Calrec, a microphone manufac- 
turer, has started experimenting with 
the use of electronic analysis circuits 
in conjunction with multiple micro- 
phones to create artificial pickup 
patterns. The process, used by the 
military in radar, is called a “phased 
array.” The Calrec system uses only 
four microphones. Possibly, if a 
thousand microphones are used, and 
computing power is applied, we'll 
come up with a microphone that can 
be pointed like a camera. Sound, 
unfortunately, remains one of the 
black arts and defeats the power of 
the crystal ball. 

STORAGE 

Suitably equipped with a button 
Camera on our wrists next to a pin- 
point microphone, we will merrily 
skip through the bright, weather con- 
trolled days of 2005 on our moving 
walkways, shooting away atthe sights 
and sounds of the new millenium. 
Then what? Will we be lugging our 
20-pound videotape recorders along 
to record what we like? Heck, no. 

Prediction number three: By 2005, 
we will be able to record and play 
television programs, with virtually 
perfect quality, using a machine that 
has no moving parts! Furthermore, the 
machine may well be smaller than the 
medium used for the recording (con- 
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' videotape recorder consumed 180 


“In 2005 you won’t get a tv listing showing 
what’s on at 7 p.m. You'll get a phone book 
listing hundreds of thousands of programs, 
which will be stored in memory banks. 
If you want to watch my program, 
you'll just dial my number.” 


_ nectors and control panel excluded) 


and the medium used for recording 
may be as small as a matchbox for an 
hour long program! 

Well, I’ve stuck my neck out on that 
one, but | think it will come to pass. 
Look at past history: In 1953, an RCA 


square inches of tape every second. 
In 1978, just 25 years later, an RCA 
videotape recorder that worked far 
better than the original consumed 
about a quarter of a square inch of 
tape every second. Well, that’s tape. 

Twenty-five years ago, a computer 
that could do what your business 
card-sized calculator can do would 
have occupied the better part of a 
building. Well, that’s computers. 

Television recording in 2005 will be 
computers, not tape. Computers, as 
you probably already know, can only 
deal with two states: yes or no; on or 
off; one or zero. Yet they can deal with 
those two states at tremendous 
speed. Well, it’s possible to change 
video and audio signals into numbers 
which can, in turn, be represented 
exclusively by ones and zeroes. It’s 
done all of the time. When you call a 
telephone number that was discon- 
nected and hear a message informing 
you of that, chances are excellent 
that the message you are hearing is 
being played back from bubbles of 
magnetism in ano moving parts chip. 
When you watch a fast breaking news 
event on tv, chances are excellent 
that the signal from the remote crew 
is being changed into numbers, 
stored briefly in transistor memories, 
and then sent on to you at a rate 
which is compatible with your tele- 
vision station. This device is called a 
frame synchronizer and it, too, has no 
moving parts. 

Ten years ago frame synchronizers 
were a dream. A few years ago they 
filled an equipment rack six feet high. 
This year, they’re about 2% inches 
high. There have been similar reduc- 
tions in price. A frame synchronizer 


stores one frame (one thirtieth of a 
second) of video. Today, that’s still 
2/2 inches and more than $10,000. 
RCA Laboratories predicts that one 
frame can be stored this way for $100 
by 1985 and for $10 by 1990. Project- 
ing that series, we’d get $1 in 1995, 10 
cents in 2000 and 1 cent in 2005. That 
would come to 30 cents per second, 
$18 per minute and more than $1,000 
per hour.Tell that to broadcasters 
today and they'll jump for joy, but 
$1,000 seems a bit much for a con- 
sumer to pay for an hour of prere- 
corded programming. 

I’m more optimistic. Look at what’s 
got to happen between now and 1985 
to meet the $100 figure. The price has 
to drop from more than $10,000. At 
that rate, a frame would cost only $1 
in 1990, 1 cent in 1995, .01 cents in 
2000 and .0001 cent in 2005. At that 
rate, asecond would cost .003 cent, a 
minute would cost less than a fifth of 
a penny and an hour would cost about 
11 cents. Well, I’m not that optimistic, 
but somewhere in between 11 cents 
and $1,100 there’s going to be a no 
moving parts hour of recorded televi- 
sion available to consumers in 2005. 
Furthermore, everything will be so 
small that camera, microphone, re- 
corder and batteries (sorry, probably 
not atomic) will fit into a package 
about the size of a pocket camera— 
maybe even small enough to wear on 
your wrist (in which case, you can 
forget the batteries—by 2005 we will 
have mastered the technology 
necessary to draw electricity directly 
from our bodies). 

Having predicted the matchbox- 
sized, no moving parts recorder, it’s 
difficult to regress to less stupendous 
feats of storage, but you might want 
to consider them, anyway. If, by 1990, 
ano moving parts frame costs even 
$10, that’s still not very much to add 
to the price of atvset. Thus, watching 
tv ten years from now, if you see some- 
thing you like, you'll be able to freeze 

continued on page 82 


Home Video 


Video Art 
from AtoZ 


Video art can be seen in museums, schools, 
libraries and artists’ spaces, and it is slowly 
becoming available for home viewing. Here 
is an introduction to the people, places and 


programs of video art. 


By Victor Ancona 


Albright-Knox Gallery. Part of the 
Buffalo Fine Arts Academy. Distrib- 
utes a series of interviews on Beta 
cassette with world-famous Euro- 
pean and American fine artists, as 
well as tapes of art anthologies, art 
history and education, and installa- 
tions. 


Aldighieri, Merrill. Videographer. See 
Tripician, Joe. 


Alpert, Jon. Videographer. See 
Downtown Community Television 
Cente 
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left. Above, The Eternal Frame. 


Ant Farm. A San Francisco-based 
collective formed in 1968 by artists 
Chip Lord, Phil Garner, Douglas 
Michaels, and Curtis Schrier, whose 
works include The Cadillac Ranch 
Show, in which ten cars are buried 
end-up and above ground in a wheat 
field as a monument to the rise and 
fall of the Cadillac tail fin, and Media 
Burn, in which the makers celebrate 
our television addiction by having a 
specially designed Cadillac crash 
through a barricade of burning televi- 
sion sets. 


Anthology Film Archives. Viewing 
space and library for avant-garde film 
and video in New York’s SOHo dis- 
trict. Founded by filmmaker Jonas 


Mekas. Video curator, Shikego 
Kubota. 


Barzyk, Fred. Program director. See 
WBGH. 


Brandenburg, Carol. Program direc- 
tor. See TV Lab at WNET/Thirteen. 


Brundage, Patricia. Distributor. See 
Castelli-Sonnabend Tapes and 
Films. 


Buchner, Barbara. Video artist pro- 
ducing short, evocative pieces com- 
bining aspiritual outlook and modern 
electronic technology. 


Canepa, Anna. International art 
dealer based in New York. Handles 
performance artists and video artists. 
Distributes videotapes as Anna Can- 
epa Video Distribution Inc. 


Carnegie Institute Museum of Art. 
The Film section of this Pittsburgh 
museum issues a monthly Film and 
Video Makers Travel Sheet reporting 
on travelling exhibitions and lectur- 
ing artists. 


Castelli-Sonnabend Tapes and 
Films. Video art tape distributor 
formed by the Leo Castelli and Son- 
nabend art galleries in New York. 
Director: Patricia Brundage. 
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Dance video by Doris Chase. 


Chase, Doris. Began her art career as 
a painter, using shaped canvas. Later 
executed large kinetic sculptures. 
Now produces video incorporating 
structural forms and dancers, utiliz- 
ing electronic motion, color and lay- 
ering of images. 


Wendy Clarke’s Chapter One. 


Clarke, Wendy. Videographer. See 
Interactive Video. 


Communication Artists Network. A 
non-profit organization, based in 
New York, founded in 1979, offering 
artists, arts organizations, and insti- 
tutions access to a computerized 
base of arts-related information, 
including data, graphics, and slow- 
scan video. 


Community Media Center. Typical 
name for the dozens of local facilities 
supporting personal production of 
video and film. Usually have editing 
and postproduction facilities for 
inexpensive rental. May have porta- 
ble video gear available. May teach 
basic or advanced techniques. 
Almost always non-profit, sometimes 
university-supported. 


Davis, Douglas. Innovative artist, 
author, art critic. Fascinated by video 
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as a continuous recording tool and 
pioneer in two way interactive video 
and live satellite telecommunica- 
tions. Co-editor of The New Televi- 
sion: A Public/Private Art. 


Donnell Library Center. Video/Film 
Study Center of this New York Public 
Library facility, across the street from 
the Museum of Modern Art (see list- 
ing), has the most extensive collec- 
tion of video art tapes in the world. 
“Meet the Makers” series introduces 
artists and their works. Also daily 
noon showings of video. 


Downtown Community Television 
Center. Best known for perceptive 
and humanistic documentaries pro- 
duced in conjunction with the TV Lab 
at WNET/Thirteen (see listing) and 
seen on PBS. Videographers Jon 
Alpert and Keiko Tsuno have given us 
Cuba: The People (1974), Chinatown: 
Immigrants in America (1976), Health 
Care: Your Money or Your Life (1977) 
and Vietnam: Picking Up the Pieces 
(1978). Alpert’s work has broken into 
commercial tv with his exclusive 
reports for NBC television news from 
Nicaragua and Cambodia, and his 
interview with Fidel Castro on his way 
to the United Nations in 1979. 


History of Broadcasting available 
from Electronic Arts Intermix. 


Big Apple Circus from EAI. 


Electronic Arts Intermix. A non-profit 
Organization in New York, founded 


by Howard Wise. Editing/postpro- 
duction facility serves more than one 
hundred independent artist-producers 
a year. EAl also distributes video pro- 
grams (art, documentary, etc.) on %- 
inch Beta and VHS cassettes. The 
current prices ($175-300 for pur- 
chase, $50 for one-viewing rental) are 
better suited to institutions than indi- 
viduals. 


Ed Emshwiller (center) directing his 


tape Sur Faces. 


Emshwiller, Ed. Painter, filmmaker, 
video artist, teacher. Now dean of the 
School of Film and Video, California 
Institute of the Arts. 


Experimental Television Center Ltd. 
Oswego, New York non-profit facility 
specializing in electronic imagemak- 
ing and manipulation. Considering 
Beta/VHS cassette marketing of 
works of artists who have used the 
center, including Peer Bode, Mery! 
Blackman, Barbara Buchner, Doris 
Chase, Shalom Gorewitz, Carol 
Goss, Ralph Hocking, Henry Linhart 
and Neil Zusman. 


Fitzgerald, Kit. Videographer, work- 
ing in collaboration with John San- 
born, producing abstract video 
images utilizing advanced computer- 
ized techniques. 
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Global Village Media Center. New 
York non-profit resource center 
founded in 1969. Holds screenings 
and lectures, offers courses through 
the New School for Social Research, 
sponsors annual documentary festi- 
vals. See also Gustafson, Julie, and 
Reilly, John. 


Gustafson (center) in Home. 


Gustafson, Julie. Independent video 
documentarian and associate direc- 
tor, Global Village Media Center (see 
listing). Producer of The Politics of 
Intimacy (ten women discuss sexual- 
ity). Co-producer with John Reilly of 
Giving. Birth: Four Portraits and 
Home, both seen nationally on PBS. 


Hanhardt, John. Video curator. See 
Whitney Museum of American Art. 


Portrait of a lady: Hertzberg’s Auto- 
biography of Miss Jane Dubois. 
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Hertzberg, Alan. Commercial photo- 
grapher turned video portrait artist 
with his 12-chapter, 162-minute The 
Autobiography of Miss Jane Dubois. 


Nan Hoover’s installation: variations 
on a theme. 


Hoover, Nan. American-born per-. 


formance artist now living in Amster- 
dam. Video work emphasizes explo- 
ration of subtle changes of light 
falling on the face and body. 


Howard, Brice. Author of Videospace 
and Image Experience, an analysis of 
the basics and meaning of video. 
Former director, National Center for 
Experiments in Television, KQED, 
San Francisco. 


image Processing. Electronic manipula- 
tion of video images through the use 
of feedback, oscillators, colorizers, 
computers, and synthesizers. 


Independent Focus. Showcase of 
independent film and video shown on 
New York PBS station WNET. Marc 
Weiss, coordinating producer. The 
first series of works ever selected for 
broadcast by a formal peer review 
panel. 


Independent Producer. Anyone pro- 
ducing who does not work exclu- 
sively for a tv station or network. The 
title applies to Norman Lear and to 
you, if you're making your own tapes. 


Installation. One or more monitors 
used sculpturally and environmen- 
tally in an exhibition space; live 
cameras and monitors used interac- 
tively with people or the environment. 
Artists working in this area of self- 
expression include Shigeko Kubota, 


installation: multiple stimuli. 


Nam June Paik, Taka limura, Antonio 
Muntadas, Ira Schneider, Vito 
Acconci, Beryl Korot, Les Levine, 
Wendy Clarke, Mary Lucier; Andy 
Mann, Peter Campus, and Douglas 
Davis. 3 


Interactive Video. Video installations 
or activities where the audience 
becomes involved in live camera 
situations, and becomes part of the 
work. Wendy Clarke, forinstance, isa 
videographer deeply invoived with 
interactive video. 


Jones, Gunilla Maliory, and Philip 
Mallory. Teachers, videographers, 
and co-directors of Ithaca Video Pro- 
jects, a non-profit media center 
which sponsors the annual Ithaca 
Video Festival (which tours the coun- 


try). 


Kitchen Center, The. A non-profit 
center for avant-garde video, music 
and dance in New York’s SoHo. Regu- 
lar programming of video in an inti- 
mate viewing room; video installa- 
tions from time to time; videotape 
library. Preparations being made to 
distribute tapes. Mary MacArthur, 
director. 
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Korot, Beryl. Videographer and 
author. See Video Art. 


ie, Se 


Kriegman’s Telephone Stories. 


Kriegman, Mitchell. Writer-performer- 
director working in video, live per- 
formance and audio. His work is 
absurd in nature, ranging in style 
from soap operas to confessionals. 


Kubota, Shigeko. Videographer and 
curator. See Anthology Film Archives. 


Larson, Rodger. Project director. See 
Young Filmmakers/Video Arts. 


Levine, Les. Dublin-born conceptual 
“media sculptor” has worked in video 
since 1965. Discourses, comments, 
and interviews on the art of life and 
the life of art constitutes the subject 
of a large body of work produced in 
various media. 


London, Barbara. Video curator. See 
Museum of Modern Art. 


Loxton, David. Executive producer. 
See TV Lab at WNET/Thirteen. 
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MacArthur, Mary. Center director. 
See Kitchen Center. 


Marpet, Bill and Esti. Duo of talented 
documentarians who produced the 
90-minute Running with the Bulls 
seen nationally on PBS on the Visa 
series. 


Mekas, Jonas. Filmmaker. See 
Anthology Film Archives. 


Museum of Modern Art. (New York) 
Continuous presentation of ‘“Pro- 
jects: Video” in auditorium video 
gallery. Occasional video installa- 
tions on upper floors. “Video View- 
point” series presents artists and 
their work for viewing and discus- 
sions. Barbara London, video cura- 
tor. 


New American Filmmakers Series. 
Includes video! See Whitney Museum 
of American Art. 


O’Connor, John. Television critic, 
The New York Times. Covers the 
work of independents and their diffi- 
culties in getting on the air. 


Open Circuits. Title of aJanuary 1974 
conference organized by Fred Bar- 
zyk, Douglas Davis, Gerald O’Grady 
and Willard Van Dyke, held at the 
Museum of Modern Art. Alternative 
uses of television were discussed by 
artists, critics, scholars, and tv pro- 
ducers. 


Paik, Nam June. Seminal figure in 
video art. Born in Korea, educated in 


Paik’s Global Groove starring video 
cellist Charlotte Moorman. 


Europe. Visionary, writer, composer, 
co-developer of the Paik/Abe video 
synthesizer. His 1963 exhibition in 
Germany was the first showing of 
“video art.” Has produced everything 
from documentaries (such as Gua- 
dalcanal Requiem) to video environ- 
ments with video monitors hanging 
from the ceiling. 


Portapak. Sony’s trademark for its 
low-cost %-inch portable recorder/ 
Camera package introduced in 1968. 
The term is used widely to mean any 
low-cost portable production equip- 
ment. The Portapak was a break- 
through in price for mobile equip- 
ment, designed for business/educa- 
tional field production, but also 
liberating artists and independents 
from studios or prohibitively expen- 
sive portable gear. 


Qube. Warner Cable’s cable system 


in Columbus, Ohio with viewer 
response system, being used to test 
the general public’s response to 
video art. 


Reilly, John. Independent video doc- 
umentarian and executive director, 
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John Reilly and Julie Gustafson. 


Global Village Media Center (see list- 
ing). Co-produced The Irish Tapes 
(1971-74) with Stefan Moore. Pro- 
duced, with Julie Gustafson, two 
award-winning documentaries tele- 
vised on PBS: Giving Birth: Four Por- 
traits and Home. Beta/VHS copies of 
the latter productions are available 
through Global Village. 


Sanborn, John. Videographer. See 
Fitzgerald, Kit 


Sato, Norie. Print and video artist, 
and video curator of the and/or 
gallery, an avant garde artists space 
in Seattle. 


Schneider, Ira. Author and videog- 
rapher. See Video Art. 


SoHo. A compact enclave south of 
Houston, north of Canal, east of the 
Avenue of the Americas, and west of 
Broadway. Originally drawn to the 
area because of low rent and large 
loft spaces, many New York artists 
still live, work and exhibit here amid 
the bustle of light-manufacturing 
businesses still operating there. Now 
chic and expensive, SoOHo’s flourish- 
ing art galleries, boutiques, cafes and 
restaurants attract many tourists. 


Synapse. A video center supported 
by Syracuse University and by public 
funds from the New York State Coun- 
cil on the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Conducts 
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workshops for independent produc- 
ers covering all aspects of postpro- 
duction and exhibition of broadcast- 
quality videotape. It is the only facility 
inthe country, not part of a broadcast 
tv station, which has grants available 
for postproduction in two-inch 
(broadcast) videotape. 


Love Among the Mutants. 


Tripician, Joe. Former production 
assistant on The Muppet Show. Pro- 
duced, with Merrill Aldighieri, Love 
Among the Mutants, a 30-minute, 
color, science fiction comedy abouta 
female vacuum cleaner transplanted 
into ahuman body. If you're ready, it 
is available from Electronic Arts 
Intermix. 


Television Laboratory at WNET/Thir- 
teen. Facility at the New York PBS 
station formed in 1972 to explore the 
uncharted territories of tv, dedicated 
to the development of tv as an art 
form, a communicative system and a 
scientific field of study. Unusual artis- 
tic, technical and access support is 
offered to artists-in-residence. Sup- 
ported by the Rockefeller Foundation 
and the New York State Council on 
the Arts, with special project support 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. David Loxton, director. Carol 
Brandenburg, associate director. 
John Godfrey, supervising engineer. 


TVTV (Top Value Television). Early 
cooperative video group which deve- 
loped alternative methods of pro- 
gram production using low-cost por- 
table equipment. Best known for its 
coverage of the 1972 Democratic and 
Republican conventions. 


Universities. While most American 
universities have extensive media 
production centers supporting teach- 
ing, and many teach television and 
video courses, few are involved in the 
development of video as a Creative or 
intellectual medium. 


Vasulka, Steina and Woody. Found- 
ers of The Kitchen Center (see list- 
ing) these video artists, teachers and 
researchers are now at the State Uni- 
versity of New York at Buffalo. 


Video Art. 1: Term applied to video 
produced for self-expression. Tech- 
nique, style, subject matter, length 
and pacing vary according to the 
needs and sensibilities of the maker. 
The work is meant to move you— 
aesthetically, emotionally, or intel- 
lectually—rather than “entertain” 
you. Seen in museums, galleries, 
schools, libraries, artists’ spaces. 
Seen on public access cable chan- 
nels, very rarely on PBS. Slowly 
becoming available for home viewing 
on Beta/VHS cassette. 2: an anthol- 
ogy edited by Beryl Korot and Ira 
Schneider, former editors of Radical 
Software. 


Video Artist. One who creates a work 
of art using the video medium. 


Videographer. One who uses video to 
create a work. When the work has 
artistic merit, the maker may be 
called a video artist. 


Volkes, Ann Eugenia. An accomp- 
lished video artist, she also coordi- 
nates the video program at Anthology 
Film Archives and supervises editing 
at Electronic Arts Intermix. 
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Video art: Australian videographer Stephen Jones alters his images electroni- 


cally to create strangely beautiful tapes. 


Weiss, Marc. Independent producer 
and programmer. See Independent 
Focus. 


WGBH. Boston PBS station acclaimed 
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for its innovative, experimental and 
often controversial programs under 
the direction of Fred Barzyk, includ- 
ing The Medium Is the Medium 
(1969), Video Variations (1972), and 
Video: The New Wave (1974). 


Whitney Museum of American Art. 
The best place in New York to view 
video. Video shown in comfortable 
environment. Gallery talks by cura- 


tors one afternoon a week. Video a 
regular part of the museum’s Bien- 
nials, plus occasional splash of film 
and video installations occupying an 
entire floor. John Hanhardt, curator 
and head, film and video department. 


Wise, Howard. Former owner of a 
New York gallery showing kinetic and 
electronic art, now sponsor of artists 
working in video. See Electronic Arts 
Intermix. 


Young Filmmakers/Video Arts. A 
New York project of Young Filmmak- 
ers Foundation. Has studio, postpro- 
duction facility. Offers workshops, 
seminars and training programs in 
production and postproduction 
techniques. Makes equipment loans. 
Produces public service announce- 
ments (tv spots) and documentaries 
for community organizations. Rodger 
Larson, co-founder and executive 
director. 


Zaphiriou, Michael. Hollywood- 
based videographer. Currently work- 
ing on Vu’zak, colorful abstract 
images moving to the beat of new 
wave and disco music, intended for 
big-screen applications in discos. 
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‘Jodd Runagren 
and His Video Utopia 


He started out as a teen idol. Then he became 
one of the most highly respected, highly paid 
rock producers in the business. Today, his own 
album, Adventures in Utopia, is climbing the 
charts. And his brand-new million-dollar video 
studio near Woodstock, New York, is state-of- 
the-art. 

Yet Todd Rundgren has found that all is not 
utopia—especially when it comes to video. 
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The Planets, his futuristic video fantasy, was 
conceived as a videodisc program and is, 
indeed, used to demonstrate RCA’s disc 
machine. But The Planets is only half- 
completed and the experience has left 
Rundgren disillusioned with the videodisc. 

“It captured my imagination for awhile,” he 
remarked, “because | thought it was analo- 
gous to an lp record. But it’s not at all. The only 
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Preceding page: Rundgren at 
the helm of his new video stu- 
dio, which is “as up-to-date as 
you can get.” This page: 
Supervising the finishing 
touches on the new studio in 
rustic Bearsville, N.Y. Facing 
page: Scenes from Rundgren’s 
video work The Planets. 


Photography by Eric Kroll 
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- “Grand Funk Railroad helped 
- me build my own recording 
studio. Meatioaf helped 
me build this place.” 


thing analogous about it is that it 
spins and it’s round. 

“The Planets was conceived as a 
new software approach. But when 
(RCA) found out how much it costs 
to do that, they just went ‘whoa.’ To 
produce the first side, it cost 
$150,000, and that’s cheap.” 

The Planets is set to Tomita’s 
interpretation of Gustav Holst’s 
musical work by the same name. It 
is a video odyssey involving a 
whole stable of space images: 
robots, Kubrick-inspired space 
units, computer graphics. It also 
involves the young-boy-as-explorer 
motif common to so many sci-fi 
fantasies. 

The production, which took six 
months to complete, used scale 
models and four different kinds of 
synthesizers. “We used everything 
in the studio,” said Rundgren. “I’m 
not dedicated to one piece of 
equipment. | just decide what | 
want the frame to look like and then 
| have all the tools necessary to do it 
without compromise.” 

Will The Planets be available on 
videodisc or cassette? 

“It will not be available until 
further notice,” reports Rundgren, 
who hopes to sell it to network tele- 
vision. As for his expensive new 
video studio, it will be used to pro- 
duce the videotapes that accom- 
pany Rundgren and his band, Uto- 
pia, on tour. 

“My approach to video is like my 
approach to the music business. | 
don’t want to start a little piddly 
record label in my garage.” 


—DL 
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Copyright. 
Your Questions 


Answered 


Is it legal to tape Annie Hall and exchange it for 
a friend’s copy of Coming Home? 

Can you charge your neighbors admission 

to see your cassettes? What about taping cable tv? 


Know your rights. 


If you thought the Sony vs. Dis- 
ney/Universal decision about home 
taping was in any way conclusive, 
you may have to think again. 

Some areas of the current copy- 
right law are intentionally vague, 
allowing for future technologies. 
Other areas are just plain murky. If 
you own a VCR, these laws apply to 
you. 

Home Video sent Washington wri- 
ter Joanne Ostrow to interview copy- 
right attorney lvan Bender to clear up 
some of these matters. As former 
special consultant to the U.S. Copy- 
right Office in Washington, and now 
vice president-general counsel of 
Films, Inc. (a videocassette distribu- 
torin Wilmette, Illinois), he is really in 
a position to know. 

Attorney Bender agreed to discuss 
with Home Video the new law as it 
affects every VCR owner. 

Q. What was the outcome of the 
Betamax case? 

A. The Betamax case—that is Uni- 
versal City Studios and Walt Disney 
Productions versus Sony Corpora- 
tion of America—says that taping any 
television programs off the air for 
your personal use is not a violation of 
the law. Rather, it’s what is known asa 
“fair use” of the copyrighted work. 

Q. What is “fair use?” 
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A. It’s a defense against a claim of 
copyright infringement and an 
exception to the sole rights of the 
copyright owner. It consists of four 
points: the purpose of the use (for 
instance, is it fora profit?); the nature 
of the copyrighted work (pay-tv ver- 
Sus free tv); the amount copied 
(entire program is allowable); and the 
effect of the use on the potential 
market value of the work (the judge 
said this is not a problem in the 
Betamax case). 

Q. Then if | tape ABC-TV’s broad- 
cast of Annie Hall for my own plea- 
sure, is that legal? 

A. Yes, according to Judge Fergu- 
son in the Betamax case. 

Q. And if | cut out the advertise- 
ments? 

A. The judge indicated he knew 
that was a possibility and specifically 
did not rule against it. 

Q. What if | tape Annie Hall and 
exchange it for a friend’s taped copy 
of Coming Home? 

A. The judge said his decision was 
not meant to apply to situations 
where people exchange or swap 
tapes. 

Q. Even if no money changes 
hands? 

A. | really don’t see where the deci- 
sion would forbid exchanging tapes 


without any profit motive if it’s strictly 
a matter of the neighbor down the 
block having a tape that you want and 
vice versa. But there is one distin- 
guishing feature. The moment you 
begin swapping, you get beyond 
what copyright law defines as a pri- 
vate performance: for one’s own 
immediate circle of friends. 

Q. So your advice to home video 
owners as far as swapping is to be 
careful on the public versus private 
point? 

A. Well, the problem lies in allowing 
a tape that you made for your own use 
to be used by aclub or public library 
in what amounts to a public perfor- 
mance. But if you loan it to another 
individual with the understanding 
that it will be used only by them in 
their own home, | think this decision 
would allow that. 

Q. What if | tape Annie Hall and 
invite friends over to watch it and 
charge each one $1 toward the cost of 
the tape? 

A. | think that stretches it a bit. 
There are two parts of the copyright 
law which may be violated here: the 
exclusive right of the copyright 
owner to make copies of the work, 
and the exclusive right to publicly 
perform the work. 

Q. What if | ask people to voluntar- 
ily chip in on a regular basis to have 
me show them tapes I’ve purchased? 

A. You couldn’t legally make a 
profit on such a practice. But I’m not 
SO Sure this question turns on the idea 
of profit—it’s really the matter of a 
public versus private performance. 
This broad circle of friends might be 
Okay. But let’s say word gets around 
in your large apartment building that 
you have these tapes. And instead of 
having five or ten friends over, you 
have 20 to 30 people, exceeding your 
own circle of friends. You begin to 
tread a thin line. 

Q. Does the material that I’m taping 
make a difference? 

A. No, provided the source is not 
cable or pay-tv. 

Q. What about taping from cable 
and pay-tv? 

A. The Sony case doesn’t give VCR 
Owners any comfort on this point. 
Taping cable and pay-tv public per- 
formances (i.e. outside the home) 
were specifically excluded. We'll 
have to await another lawsuit or Con- 
gressional action to resolve this. Of 
course the plaintiffs (Universal/Dis- 
ney) have appealed and whatever you 
do in the meantime can’t be chal- 
lenged later—a reversal of the deci- 
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sion won't be retroactive so far as the 


user is concerned. 

Q. Am | in violation of the law if ! 
check into a hotel with my VCR and 
tape a Home Box Office special off 
the hotel.cable service? 

A. That remains a gray area. The 
only thing the judge decided was 
whether, in your own home, you 
could tape “free” television for your 
own use and for use by your close 
circle of friends. 

Q. But if | tape an HBO show off my 
cable tv at home and then offer that 
tape for sale. . .? 

A. Not allowed. That’s not a per- 
sonal use but instead a re-use 
through a sale mechanism and as 
such falls outside the decision. 

Q. Is it legal to make a tape from a 
tape? 

A. The judge explicitly stated he 
was not ruling on this point. So the 
act of making a duplicate from a 
prerecorded tape for home use is still 
questionable. 

Q. Is there any instance in which 
the length of the tape matters? 

A. No. You are allowed to tape pro- 
grams in their entirety. 

Q. How likely is it, though, that a 
company president is going to be 
caught for showing his staff a tape he 
made off his home tv? 

A. What you’re.really asking is how 
can a copyright,owner police his 
copyright well enough to be able to 
find that kind of violation? So much of 
our society is based on laws that are 

difficult to enforce 100 percent of the 
time, and society presupposes that 
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people will act in a lawful way. To 
rationalize doing something because 
perhaps you won't get caught isn't a 
very good reason for doing it. 

There’s a real public policy ques- 
tion here: the law has to reconcile cer- 
tain advantages like the convenience 
factors of VCRs, versus the incentive 
to produce provided by copyright 
protection. Personally, | think if copy- 
rights were avoided we’d all be the 
losers. 

Q. Why is that? 

A. The theory behind copyright is 
that it provides incentives for people 
in the creative community to write 
and produce materials of an intellec- 
tual nature. It’s the only protection 
they have—the alternative is either a 
different system of laws or new forms 
of government subsidies. We dont 
think of intellectual materials as 
belonging to someone. And this is 
crucial today because of the advances 
in technology allowing the reproduc- 
tion and performance of works with- 
out taking into consideration the 
effect on the rights of the copyright 
owners. 


Q. Is the judge’s decision very con- 
troversial among copyright lawyers? 

A. | think so. The scholarly law 
review articles haven’t emerged yet. 
But there will be alot of commentary, 
some of it negative or questioning, 
I’m sure, on how the judge really 
could call this fair use. 

Q. Tell us more about the legal 
community’s negative feelings about 
this case. 

A. | think, before now, “fair use” has 
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seldom been used successfully as a 
defense against an allegation of 
copyright infringement where copy- 
ing of an entire work has been 
involved. The other thing that sur- 
prises some lawyers is that it seems a 
finding of potential harm, if not actual 
harm, to the copyright owners in this 
case could be fairly evident. 
Remember, the fourth point that must 
be satisfied in determining fair use is 
the effect of the use upon the poten- 
tial market for or value of the copy- 
righted work. Now, | don’t see how 
the judge could have ignored the 
potential market in this case. So I’d 
call this at least an _ innovative 
decision. 

It may withstand the test of time, 
but we are dealing in an era of new 
technology, and public policy has to 
be taken into consideration as wellas 
the law. It may have been the only 
decision the judge could realistically 
reach. 

Q. Do you think it’s more likely that 
the decision won’t withstand the test 
of time due to future court challenges? 

A. | don’t think that there’ll be addi- 
tional challenges along this line, 
other than the plaintiffs’ appeal. 
There may be other lawsuits that test 
the effect of new technology upon 
copyright, but | don’t think that for 
home copying there will be a multi- 
tude of lawsuits. 

Q. Then it’s the evolving technol- 
ogy, rather than further court tests, 
that may keep this decision from last- 
ing indefinitely? 

A. Right. 


51 


HUSB 
ones EPTE etna ° OLD OF ree Rnd TIME MIS >. 
4 an Ne ae Tear Nan COTLEG Mo IES Lies om 
we VEN BE W ONE ~ Y 
oy N/ a serene NG FON baer My 
x \ fen G7 = ? Le, 
i ee WeAL) 4NO ) Yon 
| SARy Vig WS V4 
ee ow RG ky, ay 
“Wr 4g Soy” BS, 
ANo5 ane Ss SS 2 
a ae aa 
SSrrng Wy ae 
a 
= 
MECAFRAME 
: FILMS | 
LEGAL DEPTS 


THE OO 
VIDEOCASSETTE |x 
SOLUTION 


The complete Basil Rathbone series of 
Sherlock Holmes films from the 40’s is 
now available on videocassette. 
Find out whodunit. 


By Ron Smith 


Who played Sherlock Holmes in 
the 1930’s? 

Clive Brook. Arthur Wontner. 
Reginald Owen. Robert Rendell. 
Raymond Massey. Richard Gordon. 
They all played the great detective, 
but only trivia fans know it. For their 
acting efforts were eclipsed by the 
One and only Basil Rathbone. His 14 
Holmes films are the popular stand- 
ard. When they appeared in theaters 
Or as tv re-runs, film goers, mystery 
fans and Baker Street Irregulars 
came running. Now an elementary 
flick of a VCR switch brings Holmes 
home. Allied Artists Video has the 
complete Rathbone/Holmes series 
on Cassette. 

When 20th Century-Fox cast Rath- 
bone as Holmes in 1939, he was well 
aware of the six men before him, the 
countless others in silent films and 
plays, and the long legend of the mas- 
ter sleuth. “If | jar too many people 
Out of their pre-conceived notions,” 
he said at the time, “I know I’ll hear 
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about it long and loudly.” He jarred 
many and heard about it loudly all his 
life. But he didn’t hear jarring com- 
plaints—he heard bravos. With Nigel 
Bruce as Dr. Watson, his Holmes 
films would become one of the most 
popular movie series of all time. 
Basil Rathbone was an inspired 
choice. A tall, dynamic Englishman 
(born in South Africa), he had a dra- 
matic speaking voice (trained on the 
stage), a quick mind (he later wrote 
plays and an autobiography withouta 
ghost writer) and physical poise (he 
was an accomplished swordsman). 
As Holmes, Rathbone’s physical 
presence was magnetic, his features 
suggesting a master detective’s 
intensity. His sleuth was the same 
well-rounded hero as Doyle’s origi- 
nal. Inthe stories, Holmes could bend 
fireplace pokers (The Speckled 
Band) as easily as solve intricate mys- 
teries. In films he preferred an intel- 
lectual fight, but never avoided life 
and death confrontations. He may 
not have wanted to tangle with “The 
Creeper” without a pistol, but he 
showed no qualms about hand-to- 
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hand combat with Professor Moriarty. 

The 1939 debut for Rathbone as 
Holmes was Hound of the Basker- 
villes. Intended as the filming of a 
popular story more than a popular 
character, 20th Century-Fox gave 
their version a good budget and alot 
of care. The realistically dismal 
moors and eerie doings at Baskerville 
Hall attracted all movie goers, not just 
mystery fans. True to Doyle’s book 
(and including the Only cocaine refer- 
ence Rathbone’s Holmes ever uttered: 
“Watson, the needle”) the film was so 
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successful it warranted a sequel. 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
was another vintage exercise, with 
the detective chasing through swirl- 
ing London fogs.pursuing the nefar- 
ious Moriarty and the answer to aser- 
ies of vicious murders. A personal 
favorite of Rathbone’s, the film gave 
him a chance to play a character he 
greatly admired—not Holmes, but a 
song and dance man. In one scene, 
he disguises himself as a Cockney 
entertainer to perform a stylishly 
snappy musical comedy number. 
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE 


After the film, Rathbone left song, 
dance and Holmes behind. Two years 
later, Universal studios, firm believers 
in never letting a good thing die as 
long as there could be a “Son of,” 
“Bride of,” “House of,” or “Return of,” 
decided to put the detective to work 
in a series of 70 minute “B” films, 
designed as double bill fillers. 

Universal wanted some changes, 
but not in the casting of the main 
characters. Rathbone was consid- 
ered both the latest and greatest 
Holmes. The perfect Englishman 


(though born in Mexico), Nigel Bruce 
was a fine Dr. Watson. 

It was wartime. Taking a cue from 
Doyle’s story “His Last Bow,” it was 
decided to bring Sherlock Holmes 
into the world of international 
espionage and modern crime. Out 
went the deerstalker hat and the trap- 
pings of Victorian England. Holmes 
was alive and well, still living at 221 B 
Baker Street: the problem was saving 
both home and country from the 
Germans. 

For the new series, Rathbone was 


53 


free to exercise his flair for melo- 
drama. Inthe stories, Holmes seemed 
as vain and dramatic as he was cool 
and intellectual, so Rathbone’s film 
version was not out of place. Nigel 
Bruce, on the other hand, was not 
altogether pleased with the re-written 
Watson. 

Although Watson’s credibility as a 
doctor was never questioned, he 
changed from being a good-natured 
if limited student of crime into a side- 
kick. AS comic relief for the hero, Dr. 
Watson may have lost a notch intel- 
lectually, but he gained some as a 
lovable foil. 

Some purists criticize the over- 
dramatic Rathbone and the over- 
comical Bruce. But it was precisely 
Rathbone the ham and Bruce the 
good egg that made the films so pop- 
ular. A cold, clinical Holmes and a 
humorless Watson could never attain 
nor sustain such a high degree of 
popularity in a film series. It was 
important to have strong, sympa- 
thetic characters, as well as lively vil- 
lains. It’s the “Holmes Stock Com- 
pany” (including Dennis Hoey as 
LeStrade and Mary Gordon as Mrs. 
Hudson) that helps make the films so 
richly enjoyable re-run after re-run, 
long after the plot and mystery have 
become recitably familiar. 

Although Holmes is sometimes a 
bit brusk and impatient with his 
friend, there’s no denying the fond- 
ness and loyalty the two share. “Good 
old Watson,” Holmes says, “the one 
fixed point in a changing age.” 

Some of Dr. Watson’s moments are 
comic treasures. His disgruntled dia- 
logue with an owl in House of Fear (‘| 
never did trust that woman.” “Hooo.” 
“Who? Why the housekeeper, of 
course’) provides a grisly grave dig- 
ging scene with needed comedy 
relief. In Spider Woman he tries to 
prove his powers of deduction by pul- 
ling the beard of a man he’s con- 
vinced is Holmes in disguise. And in 
Pearl of Death he takes great care in 
hiding the infamous Borgia Pearl, 
popping it in his mouth whenever 
danger threatens. When the danger 
proves negligible, he must solemnly 
spit out the pearl to the surprise and 
never-ending chagrin of Inspector 
LeStrade. 

Sometimes Watson is not taken 
into Holmes’ confidence (for fear that 
he'll blunder). On other occasions, 
however, the doctor is given responsi- 
bilityand comes through. In Sherlock 
Holmes in Washington he takes part 
in a gun battle that is anything but 
comic. 

In Voice of Terror Holmes himself 
mocks the way he sometimes dupes 
his “elementary” colleague. He 
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startles Watson by describing an 
intricate chain of events that all come 
true. When Watson sputters about the 
“amazing deductions” Holmes wryly 
admits that the only reason he knew 
what would happen is because some- 
body told him. 

Of the Holmes series, Rathbone 
said, ‘It was not the happy experience 
the radio, television and movie 
audience thinks it must have been. 
Sherlock Holmes became so important 
to me that he practically put me out of 
work, just as he did his author. Re- 
member, poor Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
eventually decided to kill Holmes, but 
the public outcry was so great he had 
to bring him back again. | wasn’tina 
position to kill Sherlock Holmes 
because | was under contract, but 
when the contract was over...” 

The Holmes series ended in 1946. 
Although Rathbone expressed irrita- 
tion over his identification with the 
master sleuth, he did occasionally 
return to the part, on radio, on tele- 
vision, and even in magazine ads. For 
a liquor company in the 50’s he 
donned the famed deerstalker hat 


With deerstalker and pipe, Rathbone recreates the Hoimes profile. 


and posed contemplating a glass of 
gin. In the ad copy, he described the 
joys of the gin and then said “It is 
elementary that crime does not pay. 
This is true whether the crime is 
murder, robbery, arson, blackmail, or 
making an inferior Martini.” 

At the time of his death in July of 
1967, he was still making films, and 
was in the process of narrating a set 
of Holmes stories for Caedmon 
Records. He was 75 years old. 

Well before Dr. Watson, Nigel 
Bruce was typecast as a speCific 
breed of “stiff upper lip” Englishman, 
given to mumblings and whimsical 
actions. He made several films after 
the Holmes series ended, but did not 
live to see his Dr. Watson become 
famous all over again.on television. At 
58, he succumbed toa heart attack. It 
was October 8, 1953. 

Itis a cliche to say that Nigel Bruce 
and Basil Rathbone live on, but a for- 
givable and truthful one. Their films 
are still revived in theaters, and of 
course on tv. Now they are immortal- 
ized on videocassette. 

The mysteries that spin out the 
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Sherlock Holmes plots are so well 
known after so many viewings that 
they are almost irrelevant. The joy of 
these films is in savoring the style and 
flair of Rathbone and Bruce and the 
chemistry between them (they were 
friendly off-stage as well as on, part of 
the “English Colony” in Hollywood 
that included a cricket club and 
members Ronald Colman, C. Aubrey 
Smith, Cary Grant and Boris Karloff). 
Each adventure has pace, a collec- 
tion of memorable supporting play- 
ers and characters, and a huge help- 
ing of Holmesian heroism and 
Watsonian whimsy. Since the film 
titles sound somewhat interchange- 
able, and your memory may need 
refreshing, these are the 14 titles 
offered by Allied Artists Video Corp.: 
Hound of the Baskervilles (1939). 
The first film, and for some, the best. 
What it may lack in the warm, colorful 
characterizations that marked the 
Universal series, it makes up for in its 
fidelity to the original book and the 
excitement of a first rate mystery. 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
(1939). The sequel, it offers a wealth 
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Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce, eternally Holmes and Watson. 


of London flavor, a peek at the Crown 
Jewels, Rathbone’s song and dance 
bit, and George Zucco as Moriarty, 
the Napoleon of Crime. 

The Voice of Terror (1942). Now 
solving crimes in modern times. 
Holmes must foil the Nazis and dis- 
cover the man behind a London blitz 
of bombings and murders. England’s 
“Inner Council” doubts that Holmes 
can handle espionage work but Wat- 
son has the last word: “Holmes will 
not fail—he never has, you know.” 

The Secret Weapon (1942). A sim- 
ilar story of wartime intrigue. Holmes 
must solve the riddle of the “dancing 
men.” Lionel Atwill, now playing 
Moriarty, hopes to stop him by drain- 
ing the detective’s blood, drop by 
drop. Holmes is needled—but who 
will get stuck in the end? 

Sherlock Holmes in Washington 
(1943). George Zucco is an unsavory 
German eager to get his hands on 
some highly elusive microfilm. lronic 
twists and Rathbone’s fey impersona- 
tion of an eccentric art collector help 
make Holmes’ patriotic visit to Amer- 
ica memorable. 


Sherlock Holmes Faces Death 
(1943). Red herrings and atraditional 
setting (murders ata murky mansion, 
complete with butler) make the riddle 
of the “Musgrave Ritual” a sharp and 
effective thriller. 

Sherlock Holmes and the Spider 
Woman (1944). Gale Sondergaard, 
mastermind of the “Pajama Sui- 
cides,” is adangerous foe for Holmes. 
Her deadly spiders, smoke bombs 
and strange young ward make this 
one of the most bizarre entries in the 
entire series. 

Pearl of Death (1944) gives Le- 
Strade a chance to crow: it looks like 
Holmes is to blame for the theft of the 
Borgia Pearl. But when the owners of 
Napoleon statues start getting their 
third lumbar vertebraes broken, 
Holmes must battle both a thief anda 
murderer. Rondo Hatton, an acrome- 
galy sufferer, played “The Creeper,” 
the only movie “monster” who didn't 
need to wear makeup. 

Scarlet Claw (1944) concerns the 
murky doings of a “glowing phan- 
tom” on the loose in a small village. 
The actions are enough to baffle 
Holmes fora while, but it’s Dr. Watson 
who is literally lost in a fog. 

The House of Fear (1945). One of 
the few Universal episodes to remain 
faithful to the spirit of traditional mys- 
tery. The members of the “Good 
Comrades” club are disappearing 
one by one—and each crime is taunt- 
ingly predicted beforehand. 

Pursuit to Algiers (1945). Sherlock 
Holmes is called upon to act as body- 
guard for a man who would be king. 
Before the king can take the throne, 
he and Holmes must outwit knife 
throwers, bomb experts, and a seem- 
ing boatful of assassins. Plot twists, 
stolen jewels, and a song from Dr. 
Watson keep things lively. 

The Woman in Green (1945) brings 
Sherlock Holmes up against svelte 
Hillary Brooke and suave Henry 
Daniell. The woman behind the grisly 
“finger murders” has cast a hypnotic 
spell over everyone—and it looks like 
the detective is ready to take a fall as 
well. 

Terror By Night (1946). Holmes is 
in pursuit of a killer/jewel thief hiding 
aboard a train. There’s a varied col- 
lection of suspects to grill—and when 
Dr. Watson decides to help in the 
interrogations, his efforts are pre- 
dictably amusing. 

Dressed to Kill (1946). The last film, 
and somewhat unfairly considered 
the least. A set of music boxes hold 
the musical key to the theft of the 
Bank of England plates. Holmes uses 
an Indian disguise to go after the 
felons. Watson pretends he’s a duck 
to amuse one of the victims. 
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Your Guide to 


Video Goodi 


Turn on, tune in, hook up, and avoid 
drop-out. You can do it all with 
the latest video accessories. 


By Michael Heiss 


VCRs, cameras, big-screen 
video projectors, tv sets—these 
are the main components of your 
home video system. Once you 
have some of the heavy hardware, 
though, your system will be ready 
for the subtleties. Naturally you'll 
be getting sophisticated too, learn- 
ing how to take best advantage of 
your equipment and finding out 
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which aspects of it interest you 
most. So to help you with the fine 
tuning, we are highlighting a 
number of video accessories cur- 
rently on the market. 

Most of the items in each of the 
categories mentioned should be 
available through your local video 
specialty dealer, and many can be 
purchased by mail order. (A good 
place to look for mail order firms is 
right here in the pages of Home 
Video.) When the item is some- 
thing you're more likely to buy 


les 


directly from the manufacturer, 
we'll give you information on how 
to get in touch with them, but 
sometimes you might find it easier 
to have a dealer order for you. 

A word of caution about all 
accessories for your video set-up: 
make certain that there is no prob- 
lem in using the item you have in 
mind with your particular combi- 
nation of equipment. Some of the 
electronic items work only with 
certain brands, models or formats. 
When considering the physical 
placement of your video gear, 
don't forget to measure not only 
your equipment, to make sure it 
fits, but the total size of the final 
combination to be certain that 
everything goes where you've 
planned. 


| dug yourself with a whole sh 


ll of these switches. The pros 
sort to routing switchers or 
tch panels when faced with that 
oblem, and youcan do the same. 
eta Video of Woodland Hills, 
alifornia, hasa home video patch 
bay to help, or you might goforthe _ 
vitch-operated VideoMate from 
otal Video Supply, or Superex 
=ctro VTRS-4, which offers | 
tehes for audio pug 
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Shelve It 


Time was when televisions were 
big, bulky items that everyone 
expected to come in large wooden 
cabinets. After all, how else would 
you hide all those tubes? Since 
sets, for the most part, have gotten 
smaller in the past few years we 
have seen a growth in the sales of 
specialty furniture designed to 
hold your tv. With the development 
of VCRs the manufacturers in the 
field have adapted their designs to 
hold videowares. Firms such as 
Bretford, Gusdorf, O’Sullivan, 
Non-Pareil, Winsted and Aprex are 
among the many that manufacture 
video furniture ranging from high- 
tech to Early American. Prices 
range from $100 up. 

Showtime Video Ventures (Tilla- 
mook, Oregon) does have an $80 
unit called the Video Organizer 
which provides spaces for 20 VHS 
or Beta cassettes on the top shelf, 
processing equipment on the 
second shelf, and a 22 by 8%-inch 
VCR opening. The solid birch unit 
also has a space for your favorite 
magazines. 

lf your needs are simple, there is 
the traditional tv stand with a shelf 
for your VCR, but why not look for 
something that can not only hold 
your video, but your audio system 
as well? If your system includes a 


Keep ’em Clean 


The section above lists some 
items that will help keep dust and 
smoke out of the innards of your 
delicate video equipment, but no 
matter how good the coverup, 
sooner or later the dirt will have to 
be cleaned out (sometimes video 
is just like politics). To this end you 
have a number of options for video 
maintenance. Fuji and 3M, for 
example both offer head cleaning 
cassettes that require nothing 
more than being dropped into 
your machine. 3M’s cassettes even 
have a recorded message to tell 
you when to stop the tape and 
remove the cassette. A different 
approach to the self-contained dry 
tape style units is the new Allsop 3 
Video Cassette Recording Cleaner 
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computer you should take into 
account the space needed for a 
keyboard and the computer 
accessories as well as your video 
equipment and cassettes. Mea- 
surements here are critical when 
shopping. Don’t forget to allow 
“breathing room” for any electri- 
cally powered device as well as 
clearances for cables and connec- 
tors at the rear of any component. 


From Gusdorf, a video cabinet on casters (top right) and a roomier model 
(above left). Showtime’s economical Video Organizer (right) has space for 


your favorite magazines. 


from Allsop Automatic of Bel- 
lingham, Washington (available 
only in VHS at this writing). This 
unitis billed as totally nonabrasive 
and features a cleaning system 
that uses a soft lint-free chamois 
that you moisten before use witha 
special cleaning liquid. You then 
put the cartridge in your machine, 
and it will run until the audio and 
video heads along with the cap- 
stan and pinch roller are clean, 
and then it will stop. Not bad. 

A more traditional approach to 
cleaning the heads and tape con- 
tact parts of a video machine is to 
use cleaning solution applied 
directly to the affected parts. The 
Recorder Care division of Nortron- 
ics has a kit designed especially 
for VCRs. A word of caution here, 
too. When it comes to anything 
inside a VCR or camera, if you 


don’t know EXACTLY what you're 
doing, leave it to a reputable ser- 
vice person who does. You may 
think you are saving the cost of a 
service call, but if you chip a video 
head or drop something in your 
machine the service bill will be a 
large one. 

Although there are cleaning 
cassettes, you don't have to liter- 
ally clean your cassettes. How- 
ever, there is an accessory in this 
area. Consider adding a_ bulk 
eraser to your equipment list. 
Sonar and Robbins, among oth- 
ers, both manufacture units capa- 
ble of erasing previously recorded 
images from acassette. Make sure 
that any eraser you buy has the 
added capacity needed to bulk- 
erase wide videotapes. Smaller 
units designed for audio tapes 
might not do the job. 
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Casing the Cover-ups 


No, this isn’t “Videogate.” On 
the contrary, it concerns the most 
visible video accessories to date: 
covers for your VCR and video- 
cassettes. 

Many people have been unhappy 
with the cardboard slipcovers that 
encase most videocassettes (only 
Fuji and Memorex provide plastic 
cases). Most dealers will be happy 
to sell you plastic book type cases 
in a wide variety of colors, with 
hard or soft padded covers. 

Once you have these cases, 
though, you'll want something to 
Organize them in. There are a 
number of ways to go here. Many 
firms supply shelf units with slots 
to slide the cassettes into. This is 
the recommended way to store 
them—on edge, not piled flat, one 
on top of the other. Just make sure 
that the unit you choose is for the 
rigitt size tape cassette, or that the 
unit is adaptable to both Beta and 
VHS. 

Three case units of more than 
passing interest are from Unique 
Woods, Shape, and Innovative 
Concepts. Unique Woods (North- 
ridge, Cal.) builds fine quality 
cabinet storage units for your 
cassettes in a variety of wood fin- 
ishes. They are heavy and not 
cheap. With slide-out shelves and 
full length hinges, they are really 
works of art. 

Another cabinet we find appeal- 
ing is Showtime Video’s birch 
model that provides spacing 
between cassettes for easy 
access. Glass sliding doors keep 
out the dread dust. Standard mod- 
els hold 48 Beta or VHS cassettes, 
but other sizes are available. 


Another unique cover comes 
from Innovative Concepts (Los 
Gatos, Cal.). The familiar dust 
proof plastic case, available for 
either Beta or VHS, has been spe- 
cially designed to get Postal Ser- 
vice approval as a mailing con- 
tainer, so that you can send that 
shot of junior’s little league game 
to grandma in Topeka. Our final 
case suggestion is the Shape sys- 
tem. These cases not only replace 
the packing your cassettes come 
in, but have interlocking grooves 
on all sides to allow the individual 
boxes (one size fits both Beta and 
VHS) to hook together to form a 
self-contained unit that grows to 
accommodate any size library. 

Of course, it is important to 
cover up your machine as well as 
the tapes you feed it. If your VCR 
didn’t come with dust cover this is 
a small investment accessory that 
may save you a lot of dollars in 


Shape boxes interlock to form 
units of any size. 


future repair bills. Some people 
prefer the hard plastic type that fits 
over the top of a machine, of which 
the “Vid-Lid” from Video Special- 
ties of Fraser, Michigan, is among 
the most popular. Others prefer 
the tailored look of a softer vinyl or 
fabric cover that fits over the entire 
machine. Total Video has these in 
most machine sizes. 

The ultimate cover, however, is 
really a VCR case (and perhaps 
one for your camera) to keep it 
safe while in transit, should you 
choose to show some home tapes 
over at the in-laws’ on Sunday. 
Here you should judge the type 
and quality of case by the amount 
of safety you want it to provide. A 
heavy-duty canvas carrier, for 
instance, will allow you to carry a 
machine up the stairs or out to the 
car, but it won’t protect the preci- 
sion alignment that must stay cor- 
rect for proper recording and 
playback. If you’re looking for 
something really sturdy, it might 
be wise to look once again at how 
the professionals protect their 
video gear: heavy-duty molded 
thermoplastic cases or covered 
plywood ones, with heavy-duty 
hinges and high-density foam lin- 
ings. Look for this kind of item at 
firms such as Thermodyne, Anvil, 
or Cases Inc. 


Vinyl slipcovers for the well- 
dressed VCR. 


Home Video 


Within 24 hours. 
We made it possible for B.J. Simmons to capture a 
priceless moment and saved him 200 dollars in the process. 


B.J. Simmons’ grandfather celebrated his ex 
seventy-fifth year in show business. B.J. 
needed a portable video system to record this 
memorable event. He needed it in Racine, 
Wisconsin, and he needed it within twenty- 
four hours. He turned to Videotime. 

We sent B.J. the system he wanted at an 
incredible price and our service was just that. 
Incredible. Within four hours the equipment 
was on a plane for Wisconsin. The moment 
was captured on tape and B.J. saved almost 
two hundred dollars. 

By calling Videotime, you can save up to 
40% on Panasonic, RCA, Sony, JVC, : 
Quasar, Magnavox, Zenith, Toshiba, Sanyo, - 
Fuji, TDK, Hitachi and Akai video cameras 
recorders and tapes. 

With Videotime’s personal service our 
salespeople will help you select the equip- 
ment that best suits your needs at a price 
that suits your budget. We will also get it to 
you fast. Whether you live in New Jersey or 
New Mexico we will process your order 


within twenty four hours and send it in its Copyright The Videotime Corporation 1980 
Original factory sealed carton. 

At Videotime we’ve made great video eS THE VIDEOTIME We'll treat you 
values a phone call away, and it’s toll free. : P 

For an up-to-date price quote. CORPORATION likea neighbor. 


Call our toll free video hot line 48 Urban Avenue — Westbury, New York 11590 


(800) 645-2317 iInN-v. State (212) 632-8484 Dealer inquiry welcome, for more information call us toll free. 


The names place and Story herein ts fictional. It is Similar to various true events in videotime files 
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The Ultimate Virdeo 
CaSsseiie 


Cebinels 


Showcase For 
Video Cassettes... 


The Video Tape Cabinet. 


A BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


THE STORE OF THE 21ST CENTURY 
WHOSE TIME HAS COME! 


The new age of Video has arrived. With it has come 
one of the most exciting BUSINESS OPPORTUNI- 
TIES of this century ... “THE VIDEO CONNEC- 
TION” retail store. Now you can own and operate 
the only store truly designed and decorated for the 
new age of Video. It’s look and decor represents 
21st century Video. It’s TV and radio commercials, 
print ads, promotions explode with an incredible 
Video excitement. It’s supply line of unlimited 
Video programs and Video equipment is the most 
powerful ever. It’s training is total. It’s success is 
overwhelming. It’s future is mind-boggling. We'll 
put you into this booming business in a protected 
area with a minimum investment of $29,500. 


Organize, store and keep 
methodical tabs on your 
growing video cassette 

library in eloquent style. [Ssss yp UEC EE a 
With spacetofilea [iuuumam : 

generous 100 cassettes 
(either Betamax or VHS), Seca Be eS 
your tapes Stay right at Serer Peeters perrereis 
your fingertips, because 
these beautifully detailed. EERSSRe: | Siiieuuaams ee Cee es 


aie my Se a hee ems eh mh ae Mt ok Mem pia ole a 


a ed 


hand-crafted cabinets suit your 
living space by design. You'll want 
them right up front with your finest — 

furniture. Choose from four simple,understated styles in sturdy 
select hardwoods and hardwood veneers in either oak or 
mahogany finish, warm natural woods that glow with hand rub- 
bing. Piano hinges make sure doors stay perfectly aligned. Com- 
bined with magnetic door latches, they help provide storage free 
from dust,sun, heat and humidity.Four styles,a wealth of solutions 


For information call John Barry, 516-364- 
9520 

or write (including your telephone number) 
to: 


to the perennial problem of storing great collections. DEATER 
The foe a of the Video Tape Cabinet are 21” wide, 30” high, 13” deep. Werccries THE VIDEO CONNECTION 


6901 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, N.Y. 11791 


Shipping weight, approximately 45 Ibs., FO.B., New York. 


TELEMEDIOS er ressie acres” 


A Product of 20th Century Giant Screen Leasing Corp. * Telex: 640772 * KNOLL NYK 
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Bringing It In 


Despite all the press coverage 
lately of the cable-tv “revolution” it 
is worth noting that well over two- 
thirds of the American television 
viewing public is still not hooked 
up to cable, and must thus depend 
onanormal antenna to bring inthe 
television signals foratvand VCR. 
To this statistic we append the 
obvious but seldom mentioned 
fact that you might want to con- 
sider a good antenna as part of 
your video accessory kit. Without 
a good signal you won't be able to 
record a quality tape no matter 
how good your VCR. Many good 
antenna brands are available 
through your dealer or service 


Indoor antennas, left, still do the trick. Right, RCA’s Mini-State. 


Organization, or through many 
mail order outfits. Even the rabbit 
ears of yore have undergone 
changes in the last few years in an 
attempt to improve signal quality. 
They may be the perfect thing for 
an apartment dweller in a nonca- 
ble area. 

Our focus here, however, is on 
two accessory antenna systems 
for those of you with more exotic 
homes: mobile vehicles such as 
vans, RVs, or maybe evenalimoor 
two. One of the more popular 
antennae for the latter is the “TV 
Longhorn” from Winn-Tenna of 
Anderson, South Carolina, a 
trunk-mount unit looking for all 
the world like a boomerang. 

A perfect match for larger vehi- 
cles such as vans and motor 


homes is the Mini-State antenna 
from RCA. This low-profile unit is 
mounted in a type of all-weather 
cover called a radome, and for 
some years it has been sold in an 
AC powered version for home roof 
or attic mounting. In the last few 
years however, many television 
stations and production compan- 
ies have adapted it for use in their 
remote trucks and electronic jour- 
nalism units for off-air pick-up. 
RCA has responded to an obvious 
need by introducing a DC powered 
unit for mobile use. The power is 
used for a built-in motor which 
turns the elements of this direc- 
tional antenna toward the signal 
location via remote control. 


Home Video 
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Turn-ons 


No, I’m not referring to tapes of 
Reefer Madness, but rather to 
devices that allow you to turn elec- 
trical appliances on and off by 
remote control, including, of 
course, your tv or VCR. Universal 
Control Corp.’s “Whistle Switch” 
(available in many major depart- 
ment stores) uses ultrasonic 
sound from a hand-held plastic 
“whistle” to turn power on or off at 
an AC outlet up to 400 watts... .and 
it costs less than $25. If you want to 
have control over more than one 
device in more than one room in 
your house or apartment, then 


Plugging In 


Most of the equipment des- 
cribed above can be added on to 
your media room without plugging 
anything in. Here are a few devices 
that will require AC power, and so 
may cost a little more, but they 
may greatly increase your ability 
to use your video system. 

Popular among those who 
record late night movies off the air 
are the automatic pause controls 
that attempt (usually successfully) 
to put your machine into pause 
whenever a commercial comes 
into view. “The Killer” from Video 
Services, Inc. (Fairfield, Conn.) 
stops your machine from record- 
ing color commercials during 
black-and-white movies. 

lf your problems arein playback 
rather than recording, Showtime 
Video Ventures of Tillamook 
Oregon, offers a trio of units that 
solve most playback problems. 
Their “Video Stabilizer’ reportedly 
smooths out the signal of prere- 
corded tapes to prevent rolling of 
picture on older sets, or those 
newer ones without hold controls, 
while the “Image Enhancer’’ 
claims to add more punch by 


From top: Showtime 
Video's stabilizer, image 
enhancer, and distri- 
bution amp. Left, on/off 
timer from Copal. 


perhaps you should consider the 
X-10 control system from BSR or 
the Command Base system from 
Consumer Electronics Systems 
Inc. (Los Alamitos, Cal.). These 
remote-control systems send 
pulses out over the power lines in 
your home to remote control 
receivers that can turn a light or 
appliance on or off. The BSR sys- 
tem can even remote-control a 
dimmer. Not only do these permit 
you to relax or control energy use, 
but they are great for the security 
conscious. 


Ultrasonic Whistle Switch from 
Universal Controls. 


sharpening the image when dub- 
bing or playing back tapes. Finally, 
if you are using your VCR to feed 
more than one Set via video hook- 
up you might want to consider 
their video distribution amplifier. If 
you feed more than one standard 
tv via RF distribution you may 
need an RF amp, and your local 
service dealer should be able to 
help you locate one. 

If time is a problem, consider the 
timer offered by Media Associates 
(Mountain View, Cal.). It has LED 
numerals that count down the 
amount of time left on a tape, and 
you can hook it up to stop when 
your machine is in pause—great 
for those new extra long playing 
machines. If you happen to own 
one of the earlier Beta format 
machines, another accessory to 
consider is a new outboard timer. 
The clocks that came with these 
units did not anticipate the longer 
running times that would be avail- 
able through the introduction of 
L-750 and L-830 tapes, and they 
will not shut the machine off until 
the entire tape has run out. Asolu- 
tion to that problem is available in 
the MG-130 and MG-711 timers 
from the Copal Corp. of Woodside, 
New York. For under $80 you have 


a choice of units that do the things 
your machine's original clock 
didn't. The former comes with leaf- 
style numerals, the latter with a 
green flourescent display. 


Home Video 


a” STARRING — se 
* -- DESIREE COUST 
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TE X-RATED FILM VIDEO CASSETTE x_R 


T.M. 


VIDEO CASSET ATED FiLmw 


THE FINEST IN ADULT HOME ENTERTAINMENT 


VHS recorded on & TDK brand tape 
LITTLE GIRLS BLUE, CANDY LIPS, EXPENSIVE TASTE, 


THE DEVIL IN MISS JONES, DEEP THROAT, X-RATED CARTOONS, and many more... 
ALL TAPES $99.50 ea. 1 HOUR PREVIEW FEATURES $39.95 


CALL TOLL FREE 24 HRS. 


CALIFORNIA 213-764-0348 


VISA/MASTERCHARGE ACCEPTED ALL TAPES 100% GUARANTEED 
FOR ALL VHS (TDK) and BETA FORMATS = $2.50 SHIPPING CHARGE 
ALL ORDERS PROCESSED 24-72 HRS Send $2.00 for our full color catalog ecole 


1717 N. HIGHLAND SUITE 701 LOS ANGELES, CA 90028 DEPT. 4 
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| 
Here's how you can participate in the country's | 
newest, most exciting leisure-time exposition 


BSB EE Se ee ee ee ee 2 ee ee 2 ee es ee es a a ee ee ee ee 
FOR DISCOUNT EXHIBITION TICKETS g FOR EXHIBITOR RATES i 

é z i 

The National Home Entertainment Show a The National Home Entertainment Show i 
475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016 i 475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016 i 
Please forward two discount show tickets Please send full exhibiting information : 

Name Name : 
Company ; 

Address g Address rl 
City State/Zip City State/Zip 


FOR INFORMATION ON SHORT COURSES  FORDEALERAND PRODUCER MEETINGS* ! 

The National Home Entertainment Show The National Home Entertainment Show 
475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016 F 475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016 a 
Please forward course information XO Dealer en ee Sy Sania Conference “ 

i a 

Name Name 

§ Company | 

Address Address ; 
City State/Zip I City State/Zip i 
BO ne cy a eo a cs el pla I nc a ee io ae pe 


new de : elop 
Audio, Games, Home Computers 


Celebrities Live Entertainment 
- How-To Sessions 
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Admission: a SUDSIGIé sais 
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Robert Shaw star in MCA’s Jaws. 


COLUMBIA PICTURES HOME 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Columbia now distributes its own 

titles, starting with classics and 

newer releases. 

The Deep Jacqueline Bisset and Nick 
Nolte in wetsuits. Story by Peter 
(Jaws) Benchley 

Emmanuelle Sylvia Kristel in and out 
of a lot of clothes. A Vogue-style 
X-rated film 

Taxi Driver Amazing performance by 
Robert DeNiro in Scorcese’s hom- 
age to New York’s lowlife 

Hardcore This grim tale of a minister 
(George C. Scott) in search of his 
porno star daughter features more 
violence than sex. Taxi Driver 
scriptwriter Paul Schrader directs 

Midnight Express Harsh _ real-life 
story of an American sentenced for 
drug possession to years in a Tur- 
kish jail. Brad Davis is great as the 
prisoner with a cause 

Fun With Dick and Jane Black 
comedy. Jane Fonda and George 
Segal cope with inflation—by turn- 
ing to burglary on the side 

The New Centurions Cop drama star- 
ring George C. Scott and Stacy 
Keach, from the bestseller by 
Joseph Wambaugh 

You Light Up My Life Didi Conn plays 
a perky singer/songwriter whose 
song about the guy she liked and 
lost (guess the title) boosts her to 
stardom. Debby Boone is (luckily) 
nowhere to be found in this film 

Bye Bye Birdie Oh wow—Ann-Margret 
in pink stretch pants, an Elvis clone 


66 


Gone shark huntin’: Richard Dreyfuss, Roy Scheider and 


It’s ... Monty Python in Life of Brian, a biblical spoof 


available through Fotomat. 


and a choral paean to Ed Sullivan. 
A great pop culture musical 

Born Free Joy Adamson loves her pet 
lion. The theme song still makes us 
cry 

A Man For All Seasons Paul Sco- 
field’s Oscar-winning performance 
as Thomas More, pretty scenery 
and high drama give this costume 
epic lasting appeal 

Shamus Old pro Burt Reynolds is the 
shamus hired by rich lady Dyan 
Cannon to render various services 

Breakout Ojld pro Charles Bronson 
engineers a jailbreak 

The Anderson Tapes Heist film with 
witty repartee exchanged by Dyan 
Cannon and Sean Connery 

Harry and Walter Go to New York 
Elliot Gould, James Caan, Michael 
Caine and Diane Keaton in a dim- 
witted heist film set at the turn of 
the century 

The Taming of the Shrew Burton 
subdues Taylor in Zeffirelli’s 
version 

Don’t Raise the Bridge, Lower the 
Water With Jerry Lewis and Terry- 
Thomas, for slapstick fans 

Mysterious island Shipwrecked sai- 
lors attacked by huge crabs, birds, 
etc. From a Jules Verne tale 

Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger 
Endearingly hokey special effects— 
various monsters, enchanted 
caves—give Sinbad something to 
do on an otherwise boring voyage 


Columbia Classics: 
Gilda Rita Hayworth vamped a gen- 


eration. In this adventure-romance 
she vamps Glenn Ford and sings 
“Put the Blame on Mame” 

Here Comes Mr. Jordan Heaven Can 
Wait was the remake of this fantasy, 
starring Robert Montgomery as the 
boxer reincarnated as a millionaire 

The Harder They Fall Humphrey 
Bogart is very tough as the 
sportswriter who helps promoter 
Rod Steiger exploit, and finally des- 
troy, an innocent prizefighter 

Born Yesterday Broderick Craw- 
ford’s a corrupt businessman and 
William Holden’s the tutor he hires 
for girlfriend Judy Holliday, adumb 
blonde who learns fast 


MCA UNIVERSAL 

MCA is releasing many of the same 

titles on videocassette that it has on 

videodisc, all of them very collectable: 

Electric Horseman 

The Deer Hunter 

The Seduction of Joe Tynan 

The Jerk 

1941 

Animal House 

Jaws and Jaws Il 

American Graffitti 

The Sting 

Smokey and the Bandit 

Slapshot 

Dracula Starring Frank Langella 

Dracula The Bela Lugosi original 

Frankenstein Boris Karloff 

Psycho 

Same Time, Next Year Alan Alda and 
Ellen Burstyn 


Home Video 


Frank Langella is a smoldering Drac- 
ula, from MCA Universal. 


Which Way Is Up? Richard Pryor 

Battlestar Galactica 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

Animal Crackers Marx Brothers 

My Little Chickadee W. C. Fields and 
Mae West 

State of the Union Hepburn and Tracy 

Scarface 


FOTOMAT 
Fotomat is offering titles from the 
wonderful world of Disney Studios, 
never before available on video- 
cassette (rental only), along with its 
usual crop of first-class recent 
releases: 

Disney features: 

The Love Bug Everybody’s favorite 
VW, Herbie, takes Dean Jones, 
Michele Lee, and Buddy Hackett 
for a ride 

Old Yeller Dorothy McGuire and Fess 
Parker are Texas ranchers and Old 
Yeller is their kids’ faithful dog 

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t 
Kurt Russell, Jim Backus, Ceasar 
Romero. With the help of an “invis- 
ible spray” things disappear, and 
chaos results 

Kidnapped Peter Finch stars in the 
Disney version of R. L. Stevenson's 
sea adventure 

The Great Locomotive Chase Civil 
war adventure with Fess Parker 

Gus 

The Absent-Minded Professor 

Candleshoe 

The Bears and | 

Escape to Witch Mountain 
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Candy Clark goes platinum in Ameri- 


can Graffitti, now on video. 


And some Disney cartoon festivals: 
On Vacation with Mickey Mouse and 
His Friends 

At Home With Donald Duck 

The Adventures of Chip ‘N’ Dale 


Warner favorites, for sale only: 
10 

Life of Brian 

The Main Event 

A Star Is Born A la Streisand 


Plus recent features: 

Players Dino Martin is a tennis player 
and Ali MacGraw is the clothes- 
horse he loves. The tennis action is 
great, the love scenes incredibly 
dull 

Prophecy As in Alien, yucky creature 
from god-knows-where strikes ter- 
ror into the hearts of mankind 

Secrets Starring Jacqueline Bisset 

Hurricane Fragile Mia Farrow faces 
the prospect of bad weather on a 
tropical island, in this ill-fated dis- 
aster film 


TIME LIFE VIDEO CLUB 

Film treasures are available to the 

members of TLVC, but again, 

remember selections vary from 

month to month and not all tapes are 

in stock at all times. 

Great foreign films from the club, 

available dubbed or with subtitles: 

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis 
Dominique Sanda and Helmut 
Berger are very beautiful as the 
scions of a wealthy Jewish family 


mi, 


Streisand goes a few rounds with 
Ryan O’Neal in The Main Event. 


destroyed by fascism in Mussolini’s 
Italy. Vittorio De Sica directs 

Till Marriage Do Us Part Laura Anto- 
nelli vehicle 

A Special Day Sophia Loren and 
Marcello Mastroanni are not type- 
cast as a drab housewife and a 
depressed homosexual. They fallin 
love and regain faith in life allin the 
course of “a special day” 

Z Costa-Gavras directs Yves Mon- 
tand in this acclaimed political 
thriller set in Greece 

State of Siege More political intrigue 
from Costa-Gavras starring Mon- 
tand, this time set in South America 

Stolen Kisses Truffaut's alter-ego 
Antoine Doinel comes of age while 
failing to make it as a detective, 
shoe salesman and great lover. 
Jean-Pierre Leaud stars in this 
sparkling comedy 

The Sorrow and the Pity In this four- 
and-a-half hour documentary, 
Marcel Ophuls constructs a history 
of the Nazi occupation of France 
from dozens of interviews. A mov- 
ing human testament 

Heavens Above Early Peter Sellers 
comedy is a satirical tale of a pure- 
hearted clergyman whose good 
works make trouble for his 
parishioners 

’'m All Right Jack Another Sellers 


67 


don't put your clean picture on dirty tape 


. Get be better pictures and sound. Use the Robins Video 
/ na on rid as ihe noise and 


ROBINS INDUSTRIES CORP., 
COMMACK, NEW YORK 11725 
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Entertainment One 


systems 
World Leader in Video 
dhe fat COnESD 


THE “NEW” COMPACT, ONE- 
i PIECE 50" DIAGONAL 
? PROJECTION COLOR 
¢ TELEVISION OF THE 1980s IS 
# AN INNOVATION IN LIFE-SIZE 
§ TELEVISION VIEWING .. . THE 
= SHARPEST MOST BRILLIANT 
PICTURE NOW 

REALISTICALLY PRICED. 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION ON THE SCX-104 AND 
OTHER EXCITING FURNITURE CONCEPTS—SUCH AS 
AN ELEGANT LINE OF COFFEE TABLE MODELS WITH 
MATCHING WALL UNITS THAT WILL ACCOMMODATE 
OUR SUPER LARGE 66" & 81” SCREENS, WRITE OR 
CALL: (DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED) 
PYRAMID MANUFACTURING, INC. 
Detroit's Largest Projection TV Mfg. 
13127 Harper 
Detroit, Mich. 48213 
Phone: (313) 839-2888 
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For the Pro... 


If you're using video in your business, or 
if video is your business, you should be 
reading Videography. 


Videography is the leading magazine of 
professional video, brought to you by the 
publishers of Home Video. 


Every month, Videography brings you the 
information and ideas you need to use 
video successfully in business, and to do 
business successfully in video. 


In Videography, you'll find equipment 
guides, roundups of production facilities, 
comprehensive reporting on program 
distribution, interviews, articles on the 
how and why of production, regular 
columns on technology, art, legislation, 
production and corporate tv, news and 
comment on the business. 


Your biggest investment in professional 
video is the $12 you spend for a one-year 
subscription to Videography. 


Just write in 99 on the reader card in this 
issue. We'll start your subscription with 
the next available issue, and bill you later. 


For faster service, mail your check for $12 
($18 outside the U.S.) directly: 


Subscription Department 
Videography 

475 Park Avenue South 
New York NY 10016 


Vic ecTapes 


Sophia Loren in A Special Day. 


comedy, about labor-management 
relations. Also starring Terry- 
Thomas and lan Carmichael 


They're also offering a couple of non- 

feature specials: 

Here It ls—Burlesque Old-style strip- 
tease and entertainment, hosted by 
“Queen of Burlesque” Ann Coreo 

Ali vs. Foreman Ali wins the title back 
in Zaire in 1975 


And amix of golden oldies and recent 

hits: 

Boardwalk Senior citizens victimized 
by young muggers decide to take a 
stand 

Go Tell the Spartans Vietnam war 
drama with Burt Lancaster 


The Garden of the Finzl-Continis. 


Strangers Made-for-tv movie stars 
Gena Rowlands as the prodigal 
daughter who finally returns to 
mother Bette Davis, a_ painful 
homecoming 

Halloween Crazy with a knife terro- 
rizes a bunch of babysitters. A hit 


Home Video 


\Vicecfapes 


SE RE A RE EE VISE SOT AR RE A ERS RRR A NE EES RS RE 


Who Are the Debolts and Where Did 
They Get 19 Kids? from VidAmerica. 


Midnight Express Brad Davis 

The Harder They Fall Humphrey 
Bogart, Rod Steiger 

The Taming of the Shrew Burton and 
Taylor 

El Cid Charlton Heston in costume 
again, Spanish this time in this his- 
torical epic co-starring Sophia 
Loren. The usual color and sweep 

Born Yesterday William Holden, Judy 
Holliday, Broderick Crawford 


VIDAMERICA 

Documentaries from the practical to 

the mystical, including two much- 

honored tv hits are featured by this 

rental club: 

Who Are the Debolts and Where Did 

They Get 19 Kids? Academy Award 
winner narrated by Henry Winkler. 
{t’s a heart-warming true story of a 
family who adopted handicapped 
and refugee children who no one 
else wanted 

Scared Straight Emmy award winner 
narrated by Peter Falk about a pro- 
gram designed to scare crime- 
prone teenagers with scary haran- 
guing by prison lifers 

CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscita- 
tion) For Citizens Orson Welles 
narrates. Also on this tape are 
Bleeding and Water—Friend or Foe 

Mysterious Monsters Peter Graves 
examines the reports of monsters 
in Loch Ness and elsewhere 

The Lincoln Conspiracy Assassina- 
tion theory 

The Bermuda Triangle Just why did 
all those planes and ships disappear? 

The Amazing World of Psychic 

Phenomena 


plus the one and only: 

Some Like It Hot On the lam from 
20’s-style gangsters, Jack Lemmon 
and Tony Curtis join Marilyn Mon- 
roe’s all-girl band. Things get real 
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STEVE MARTIN 


Starring In 


THE FUNNIER SIDE OF EASTERN CANADA 
BETA/VHS 50 MIN. $59.00 (Postage Paid) 


™ O 


BETA/VHS 26 MIN. $43.95 (Postage Paid) 
ORDER NOW 
Call Toll Free (800) 221-4460 or Write 


VIDGO TAPE 
NETWORK 
115 EAST 62nd ST. NEW YORK. NY. 10021 « (212)759-8735 
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VIDEO CASSETTE GREATS 
VIDEO MAGIC HAS THEM ALL! 
Musicals, Westerns, Comedies, 

Documentaries, Sports, Adult, 

Concerts, Foreign nee and 

All-Time Classics. . 


Write for free catalog today 


VIDEO MAGIC 

30941 AGOURA RD. 

SUITE 302 

WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA. 
91361 


beta & vhs 


, or call (213) 991-3449 
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Wal Ten 


PROCESSING 


sa" (800) 221-0426 


inte (212) 743-8600 


CANON A-1/F1.8 FD SC......... 

CANON AE-1/F1.8 FO SC.......254.95 
CANON AE-1/F1.4 FD SSC.....294.95 
CANON AV-1/F1.8 FD SC.......219.95 
CANON AT-1/F1.8 FD SC.......199.95 
SPEEDLITE 155A w/c........... 49.95 


SPEEDLITE 199A w/c........... 91.95 
POWERWINDER.................... 79.95 
ATI scenes cn ssncsse 72.95 


Canon LENSES 


24/2.8...159.95 100/2.8 .129.95 
28/2.0 ...239.95 135/2.8 .139.99 
28/2.8 ...109.99 135/3.5. 99.95 
35/2.8... 84.95 200/2.8 .299.95 
85/1.8...159.95 200/4.0 149.99 
50/3.5 w/ext tube .............. 159.95 
2% Extender. 220-200-452 


X6-1. 45mm F2 MD............... 

X6-9. 45mm F2 MD.............. 249.00 
XD-5. 45mm F2 MD.............. 299.95 
XD-11, 45mm F2 MD............ 339.95 
(50mm, F1.7 MD add $19.00) 
XG/XD WINDER ................... 79.95 


AUTO FLASH 320X w/c......... 88.95 
AUTO FLASH 200X w/c........ 46.95 


Minolta Pockets 


sre shiciee 44.50 450E....... 54.50 
eo 64.50 4708....... 74.50 


OM-10 w/f1.8 w/SHOE4.....214.95 
OM-1N w/f1.8 w/SHOE 4.....249.95 
OM-2N w/11.8 w/SHOE 4.....369.95 
NEW T-20 FLASH w/CASE.... 52.95 
OM WINDER w/CASE............ 96.95 


Konica 


NEW AUTOFOCUS AF ............ 139.95 
KONICA EF-P built-in flash .... 53.95 
KONICA EF-N built-in flash.... 89.95 
KONICA TC w/F1.7......0........ 179.95 
KONICA FS1 w/f1.8 ............. 269.95 


PENTAX 
K1000. {/2 SMCP-M............ 139.95 
ME. 1/2 SMCP-M.................. 209.95 


SPECIAL 135/2.5 PENTAX 


LENS W/CASE 2 89.95 
PENTAX SYSTEM 10 
IN STOCK 


FILM SPECIAL 


FUJICOLOR-36 400 w/ 
FUJI PROCESSING .................... 7.99 
2ROLLS....15.00 3 ROLLS....21.00 


VIVITAR POCKETS 


OLYMPUS 


WRITE OR CALL FOR 


MINOX 356L d 
MINOX FC35 FLASH.............. 52.95 
WONOK UF cic cinadens, 289.95 


ELECTRONICS 


OLYMPUS RECORDER $202.. -89.95 
GTE FLIP PHONE (All Colors}. 39.95 
(We Stock A Full Line Of 

Telephones........................ 
RECURD-A-CALL 60A 
RECORD-A-CALL 80A 


RCA VDT 600 
RCA VDT 625 i 
PANASONIC PV1100............. 649.95 
PANASONIC PV1200............. 719.95 
PANASONIC PV1600............. 849.95 
PANASONIC PV1650.............. 975.00 


io ahi ad ee 869.00 
RCA TOP 1000..................... 279.00 
ROA POP S00 ss cccccevcse eons 129.95 
QUASAR VHS200.................. 699.00 

W/510 TUNER................. 799.95 

W/515 TUNER................. 899.95 
QUASAR VH5020................. 689.00 


QUASAR VH5150................. 899.00 
TOSHIBA 5420... 829.95 
IVE GID 3.5 Site cocs sca? 989.95 
SONY SL5400 ..0. 929.95 


SONY SL5600 ..... 1029.95 
ZENITH VR SO0O0W ............... 749.95 
ZENITH VR S700W............... 925.00 
RCA BWO07 CAMERA........... 179.95 
RCA CCO04 COLOR CAMERA..779.95 


PANASONIC PK 600............. 729.95 
QUASAR VK 720............0.00. 799.95 
VTR CLEANING KIT ............... 17.95 
VTR LUCITE COVER............... 17.95 
VINYL COVER W/SLOT.......... 14.95 
FUJI HEADCLEANER.............. 24.95 


SONY TELEVISIONS 
SONY KV1206 TV... 389.00 
SONY KVI514 TW... 409.00 
SONY KVI714 TV. essssssee 439.00 
SONY KV1943R TLV............ 549.00 
SONY KV2643R T.V............. 899.95 


BLANK VIDEO TAPES 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS INQUIRE 
4or6hr. VHS TAPE............. 14.99 
TDK or MAXELL T-120.......... 15.99 
2 or 3 hr. VHS tape.............. 12.99 
L-250 SONY TAPE................. 10.50 
L-500 SONY TAPE................. 12.25 
L-750 SONY TAPE................. 15.49 


L-830 SONY TAPE................. 17.99 
PRE-RECORDED VIDEO IN STOCK 


ATARI GAMES 


CX2600 w/paddles. joysticks. 
adapters & cartridge ......134.95 
ATARI GAME CARTRIDGES .... 


MATTEL ELECTRONIC 
HAND GAMEB................... 


WE MATCH PRICES. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE. MASTER CHARGE/ VISA. 


orders 


only (800) 221-0426 @ jnfy (212) 743-8600 


WARREN PROCESSING LABS., LTD. 
Dept.H-6 1924 Avenue U, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 


other 
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Viceclapes 


Marilyn Monroe’s “all-girl” band in 
Some Like It Hot from VidAmerica. 


ambiguous, and American 
womanhood will never be the same 


VidAmerica’s collection of family fare 

includes all-new versions of stories 

from the Bible, American history and 

children’s classics: 

Samson and Delilah 

Moses 

Joshua at Jericho 

The Ten Commandments 

Thomas Edison 

The Wright Brothers 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Robin Hood 

Pippi Goes On Board and Pippi in the 

South Seas The fiery-haired heroine 
of the Pippi Longstocking books 
shakes things up on the home 
screen 


PARAMOUNT 

Mostly recent films fill out their list of 

new releases: 

Bloodline Murdered beauties, glam- 
orous locales and Audrey Hepburn 
as a threatened heiress should add 
up to good campy fun, but the film 
is resolutely boring 

Sunburn A Farrah Fawcett vehicle, 
action-adventure style 

The Warriors Real cool—street gangs 
battle all night in the New York 
subways, which never looked eer- 
ier. The credits sequence alone 
makes it worth seeing and owning 

Saturday Night Fever (PG version) 
Subteens can now indulge in Tra- 
volta mania thanks to some judi- 
cious Cutting 

Lipstick Margaux Hemingway debuts 
as a rape victim, but sister Mariel 
steals the show 

Hustle Burt Reynolds is anL.A. detec- 
tive, Catherine Deneuve the Pari- 
sian call girl he loves 

Catch-22 Mike Nichols directs a great 
cast—Alan Arkin, Richard Ben- 


VideoTex 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


If you are the owner shendais eee 
= © Stese we 
of a videocassette re- Ni 
corder or a dealer who 
sells videocassettes or 
recorders 


You must 


have 
Golden Videocassette 
Library’s 


N4G 606604 gaa, 


oe Some yonnaca 


4 0 00 Postpaid 


Check or Money Order 
Maior Credit Cards 


The industry directory of over 


3000 MOVIES 


more than 200 pages consisting of 
title, falent, thumbnail sketch, cross- 
indexed category and price. Order 
two movies and you will receive 
Videolex at no charge. 


NORMAN R. SELINGER 
MRS & ASSOC., INC. 


5415 Butler Road 
Washington, DC 20016 
Toll Free Number: 800-638-8243 
Md. & Metro D.C. 301-656-7343 


It has all the answers 
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GOLF ON 
VIDEO TAPE 


BETA - VHS FORMATS 


Bob Rosburg’s 
“GOLF TIPS” 


Judy Rankin’s 


“GOLF TIPS” 


Approximately 60 Minutes 


e CHIPPING 
e PUTTING 
e BUNKER PLAY 


VIDEO SPORTS PRODUCTIONS 
900 E. Karen, Suite B-208 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 


CALL TOLL FREE 
800-634-6583 
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Viclecfapes 


Early Steve Martin from VTN. 


jamin, Jon Voight, Art Garfunkel 
and others—in his version of 
Joseph Heller's anti-war satire 


VIDEO TAPE NETWORK 

The people who brought you Mr. Bill 

have a new pair of offbeat tapes on 

hand: 

The Funnier Side of Eastern Canada 

with Steve Martin A wild and crazy 
guy takes a look at one of the 
world’s garden spots, in this 
comedy special 

March of the Wooden Soldiers A mus- 
ical, starring Laurel and Hardy, 
based on the operetta Babes in 
Toyland and featuring the original 
Victor Herbert score. For fantasy- 
lovers and children 


REEL IMAGES 
Rare tv specials highlight this Con- 
necticut firm’s new list: 

Bing Crosby in ’63 With guests Bob 
Hope and the Smothers Brothers 
Colgate Comedy Hour with Eddy 

Cantor Plus Frank Sinatra 

Colgate Comedy Hour with Spike 

Jones The zany Jones’ first tv show 

Anthing Goes Special tv version of 
the Cole Porter musical, starring 
Ethel Merman, Bert Lahr and Frank 
Sinatra, and featuring great songs: 
“You're the Top,” the title tune and 
more 

Bobby Darin Show '61 special featur- 
ing the late great Darin and the per- 
ennial Bob Hope 

Peter Lind Hay Show Early (’57) var- 
iety show with pop stars Mary 
Healy, the Toppers, the Stepbroth- 
ers and Zippy; sounds like a trivia 
freak’s delight 
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GET UP TO 30% MORE 
RECORDING TIME! 


Are you wasting valuable video tape because 
you're not sure how much time is left on your 
cartridges? VIS Video DIAL-A- TIME shows you 
exactly how much time you've got—in 5 minute 
intervals. So you get more entertainment for your 
money! 

Simply set your recorders’ counter number on 
the VIS Video DIAL-A-TIME sturdy plastic disc. 
The amount of recording time used and remain- 
ing for all standard recording speeds POPS UP 
LIKE MAGIC in the disc’s windows. 


Quan. 


VIDEO INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 


Order today and receive FREE 
THE 24 page VIS System Instruc- 
tion and Video Recording Guide 
Book. You'll find valuable tips 
and suggestions on programming 
techniques, library development 


NAME 


___. VHS T-180/T-90 $14.95 plus $2. oor © 
—VHS T-120 / T-60 $14.95 plus $2.00* 
*Enclosed is my check for $____ 
Connecticut residents add 6% sales tax. 
pare 11 Me SO a 24 2. SIGNATURE: 
AGDRESS 2.2 


CITY. oe 


PATENT. PENDING *COPYRIGHT "1979 


Two calculators in one . . . Each VIS Video 
DIAL-A-TIME disc contains two separate calcu- 
lators (one on each side) for the popular cartridge 
sizes. Models are available for VHS and BETA I. Il, 
ll! formats. So get more out of your video cart- 
ridge investment. Start saving money NOW! 


Phone toll free 800-223-2100, N.Y. State resi- 
dences 212-541-7722 or mail the coupon with 
your check. Please allow 4-6 wks. for delivery. 


Please send me the VIS Dial-A- Time Calculator 
and free Video een Guide Book. 


see BETA L-250/ 1-500 $14.95 plus $2.00* 
BETA L-750 / L-830 $14.95 plus $2.00* 
“including postage and handling 


PHONE NO. 


aie SU AREA a. ee ZIP 


and maintenance, multi-set hook- 
ups, cable connections, editing 
and much more! A $4.95 value 
yours FREE. 

Visa, Master Charge, Diners, 
Carte-Blanche and American Ex- 
press honored by phone or mail. 


CREDIT CARD NO. 
O VISA O MASTER CHARGE ( DINERS (© CARTE BLANCHE (0 AM. EXP. 


Please make check payable and mail t 
VIDEO INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC., <3 O. Box 185/Dept. MH HV1, Deep River, Conn. 06417 


EXP. DATE. 


DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME. 
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& DWARD ABWO]0 WALIER BREMNAR 
‘s = a5 Pathe = ’ 
mee 


‘SCARLET 
STREET" 


PLEASE ADD 

$2.00 TO 

TOTAL ORDER WA; 
FOR SHIPPING Ne 


DeMaio Video 


20222 Morristown Cr. 
Huntington Beach, CA 92646 
(714) 964-1979 
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Please check the categories 
that interest you most. 


__] Classics 

_| Concert 

| Documentaries 

_} Horror 

_] Foreign Features 

| Humor 

_} Science Fiction 

_| Westerns 

_] Children’s Programming 
"| Adult Entertainment 


v-6 Other ge oe 
i Be So ee ee A eee es oe ee 
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Vic eclapes 


Lionel Hampton swings in jazz tapes 
from All-Star Video. 


Ozzie and Harriet Two one-hour 
packages, in color, of scenes from 
the most uneventful marriage in tv 
history 

Amos ‘n’ Andy More double-episode 
packages of the adventures of 
another notorious pair: Baron Von 
Brownspiegel/The Adoption and 
The Meal Tickets/The Punjab of 
Javapur 

Richard Nixon Three milestone 
speeches from your favorite 
president—“Old Glory,” “Checkers,” 
and his resignation 


And some old movies, Saturday- 

afternoon division: 

Looney Tunes/Merry Melodies Two 
programs 

The Invisible Ghost With the haunt- 
ing Bela Lugosi 

Miracle Rider Tom Mix 

Flaming Frontier A Western, naturally 

Lone Ranger Most episodes of the 
serial 


ALL-STAR VIDEO CORP. 

The music-lovers at All-Star have just 

introduced their “Golden Classics of 

Jazz” series: 

Best of Jazz Volume 1 Star turns by 
over a dozen jazz greats, including 
Bessie Smith, Eubie Blake, Billie 
Holiday, Duke Ellington, Count 
Basie, Fats Waller, Art Tatum and 
Lena Horne 

Best of Jazz Volume 2 Takes up 
where volume 1 left off, with such 
stars as Nat King Cole, Sarah 
Vaughn, Peggy Lee, George Shear- 
ing, Thelonious Monk and Dave 
Brubeck 


VIDEO 
CASSETTE 
KE XC HA! AWS GE 


Purchase New or Trade-In | 


Your Used, Legally Licensed. 
Beta || and VHS Features ... 
(Including X-Rated) 


—— 


49% /10":: 


Hundreds of Top Quality, | 
Legal Tapes. Send For Free 
Catalog and Exchange 
Informatio 

ion. = 


VISA 


“DISCOTRGNCS FILMS, INC. 


50E NORTH MAIN STREET 
———— NEW JERSEY 08512 
(609) 655-0100 
CALL TOLL FREE 800 257- 5108 
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* x X-RATED & * 
FEATURE LENGTH MOVIES | 


W NEW RELEASES | 
W FAST SERVICE | 
we LOW PRICES 

we WE ACCEPT | 


} VISA & 
eant’®- MASTERCHARGE 


yo xh a say 


All film ratings available 


C] SPECIAL OFFER! ANY TAPE ONLY $69 


| 

( 
[| Debbie Does Dallas _] Devilin Miss Jones | 
[] Erotic Adventures of Candy [1] Hot Cookies 
Add $2 for shipping | 


C] PREVIEW TAPES - Fantastic non- stop action 
scenes from 12 different feature length 
movies on one tape $34 
26 movies on one tape L] $54 

Add $2 for shipping 

WH Mail $1.00 for catalog 

(refunded with first order) 

FREE CATALOG WITH ANY ORDER 
Calif. Res. add 6% sales tax LJ BETA.” .U Vag 
CALL TOLL FREE - CREDIT CARDS ORDERS ONLY | 
1-(800) 854-2003 Ext. 884 | 

Calif. Res. 1-(800) 522-1500 Ext. 884 


Card No. 


SUN CIRCLE DIST. 
Box 3492 Dept. H-6 
Van Nuys, Ca 91407 


Exp. Date oa 


Name : | 
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The many faces of Koko the Clown 
from Video Dimensions. 


Jukebox Saturday Night An anthol- 
ogy of jazz vocals, with singers 
Frank Sinatra, Louis Armstrong, 
Mel Torme, Sammy Davis, Peggy 
Lee, Nat King Cole and Bobby 
Darin, among others 

Best of the Big Bands Including the 
ensembles led by Benny Good- 
man, Count Basie, Artie Shaw, 
Harry James and Les Brown (with 
“his Band of Renown”) 

Best of Louis Armstrong Satchmo 
sings 13 songs, among them “C’est 
Si Bon,” “As the Saints Go March- 
ing In,” and “Mack the Knife” 

Ella Fitzgerald In Concert The 
incomparable Ella, accompanied 
by the Duke Ellington and Benny 
Goodman orchestras, in concert 
footage from ’59, ’66, and ‘68 

The Duke Ellington Story Consists of 
concert footage and a 1930 short 
entitled Black and Tan 


MAGNETIC VIDEO 

Magnetic was sure about only one 

new release when we went to press, 

but it’s a delightful one: 

The Muppet Movie Kermit, the ever- 
exquisite Miss Piggy and the gang 
in their hit musical, with cameos by 
such lesser-kKnowns as Mel Brooks, 
Paul Williams, Steve Martin, 
Richard Pryor and Orson Welles 


VIDEO DIMENSIONS 

This New York firm has more new 

releases for the aficionado of the 

offbeat: 

Fashions A Busby Berkeley extrava- 
ganza with Bette Davis and William 
Powell 

Plan 9 From Outer Space We've been 
promised this is “probably the 
worst sci-fi cheapie from the 50's.” 
Starring Bela Lugosi and Vampira 

Koko the Clown Eight silent cartoons 
by Max Fleischer, creator of Betty 
Boop 

The Beatles Washington Concert Fab 
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Doin now! 
NATIONAL 
VIBEO LIBRARY 


16444 East Warren e Detroit, Michigan 48224 


By acting today, you can join the National Video 
Library for only $75.00. Yes, it’s true, you will be- 
come a lifetime member in the National Video Library 
for a one time fee of $75.00. 

This entitles you to watch your favorite movies on 
your home cassette, choosing from the most current 
and popular titles. For $5.00 a month, you can check 
out as many video tapes as you want (one at a time) 
and we pay the postage both ways and also provide 
a return shipping enve- 
lope. 

Dont wait a moment 
longer to watch your 
favorite movies in the 
comfort of your home. 
Fill in the coupon and 
return today, with your 
membership. Your first 
$5.00 charge will be in- 
cluded in the member- 
ship fee. 


©0000 000800000008 0008 
4 Enclosed is my $75.00 membership fee. 
Enroll me in the Video Library. 


0) Beta O) VHS 


Name 


Address 


| * aePen S ee uaaraets SUNE Uen  PLaDSE Pae ae 


State -..20 3 Zip 


gi 2 3) geome Br det ee meester AC aat A ees Mice PNG 


Make checks payable to National Video 
Library. 


M.C. # 


MATIONAL oe 
VIDEO LIBRARY Expiration Date 
JOIN NOW! pisneture 
FREE LISTS OF MOVIES VIDEO LIBRARY 
TO MEMBERS 16444 E. Warren 


Detroit, M! 48224 
986 6666600668 
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Major Movies for 
Video Decks 


Superman e Grease « Godfather! & II * The 
Warriors « Omen e Silver Streak * Midnight Express 
e Emmanuelle « Halloween © Story of ‘0’ 


e 


Call or write today for Free brochure 


ideo 
ipbrar 
ompant 
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10 Presidential Blvd. N. 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 19004 
Dealer One-Stop (215) 664-4545 


73 


VIDEO 
CASSETTE 


EXCHANGE 


plus $4.00 
Handling 


19. 


With a TIP™M Membership, you can trade 
in your like new video cassettes previ- 
ously purchased from INTERNATIONAL 
HOME VIDEO CLUB. We'll send you any 
title you choose from the IHVC catalog 
for only $19.9 plus shipping and handling 
and your trade-in. 


You can PURCHASE any title you want 
for only $69.69, plus handling, or TRADE 
what you want when you want to trade 
it. As often as you like. It’s as easy as 
that. No strings. No hidden costs. A one- 
year TIP'M Membership costs only $29.95 
plus a 6% one-time processing charge. 


INTERNATIONAL 


HOME VIDEO CLUB 
237 West 54th St., VF, 
r™ New York, N.Y. 10019 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 
TOLL FREE 


800-223-0360 


In New York, call 212-541-8810 


|] Please send me my TiP™ Member- 
ship Card with a free catalog right away 
so I can trade like-new video cassettes 
purchased from INTERNATIONAL HOME 
VIDEO CLUB for $19.95 each plus $4.00 
shipping and handling. Enclosed. is my 
check or money order for $31.75 ($29.95 
+ $1.80 processing. N.Y. residents add 
Sales Tax). 


) The Sound of Music (|) Deep Throat C2 Devil in Miss Jones 


CO) MASH (J Captain Lust C) American Sex Fantasy 

OC Patton (). Happy Days () Pleasure Palace 

CO) Heaven Can Wait 1) Wet Rainbow C Debbie Does Dallas 

O) Saturday Night Fever (] The Love Couch () Misty Beethoven 

1) Godfather | & Il ) Fringe Benefits () Barbara Broadcast 

(1) Butch Cassidy and -C Stp-Up CJ Inside Jennifer Welles 
the Sundance Kid (] Mystique C) Erotic Adventures 

O) Grease () Punk Rock of Candy 

L) Carnal Knowledge _) Dear Pam C) Babylon Pink 

OC) The Bible —1) Sex World 0 Star of the Orient 

O The Great Dictator 1] Pamela Mann =F) Sexual Witchcraft 


[] Please send me the INTRODUCTORY 
SPECIAL — X-Rated Highlights for $39.69 
(plus 6% shipping and handling). 

|} Please send me the complete IHVC 
catalog for $3.00 (deductible from first 
purchase). 


Name 

Address 

CY St ee 
Po rt ene | ) 


My video cassette player is a 


Model 


| certify that | am over 21 years of age and will not 
copy or permit others to copy any video program 


from |IHVC. 
Signed VF 
CE EES ee EE EE Ee 
74 WRITE 54 ON INFO CARD 
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Bela Lugosi lurks in Video Dimen- 
sions’ Plan 9 from Outer Space. 


Four sing early hits 

His Fighting Blood Western starring 
the famous Kermit Maynard 

Fighting Trooper Kermit Maynard 
plays a Mountie 

Parlour, Bedroom & Bath Buster Kea- 
ton as a reluctant romeo 

Easy Virtue An early silent film by 
Alfred Hitchcock. Isabel Jeans and 
lan Hunter star in this story of a 
woman's descent into ruin 


BUDGET VIDEO 

Budget’s lists may not make sense, 

but they do make interesting reading: 

Robert Youngson Shorts from 

Warner Brothers Film clips with 
goofy commentary are Youngson’s 
specialty. An Academy Award 
winner or nominee is included in 
each of six cassettes worth of 
shorts 

Letter of Introduction Young actress 
(Andrea Leeds) tries to succeed 
without famous dad Adolph Men- 
jou’s help. Edgar Bergen and 
Charles McCarthy co-star 

Seven Samurai Toshiro Mifune and 
friends defend their turf in 16th 
century Japan. Director Kurosawa 
provides striking images and beau- 
tifully choreographed violence. 
With subtitles 

Memphis Belle World War I] docu- 
mentary about the ship of the same 
name 


BLACKHAWK VIDEO 

Oldies and a useful how-to are on this 

lowa firm’s list: 

Help Yourself to Better Color TV 
Instructions and test patterns 
(color bars for color, adjustment, 


(price good through May 30; 


@ Behind the Green Door* 
@ Resurrection of Eve* 

@ Sodom and Gomorrah* 
@ Inside Marilyn Chambers* 
@ Autobiography of a Flea* 
@ CB Mamas* 

W@ Beyond de Sade 

W@ Never a Tender Moment 
@ Honeysuckle Divine, Live! 


8MM FILMS 


*Available in reg. 8mm/super 
22 min.) Special, sound “B 
— $49 (44 min., super 8 mm® 
ish Erotica series, #20-2& 
These titles and many more! 


| Woman of the 
Easy Woman 4 


nd the Green Door” 
ly). The famous Swed- 
$19 (silent, 11 min.) 


To Order: check off the films you want and send 
your check or money order to: Mitchell Brothers’ 
Film Group ¢ 895 O'Farrell Street * San Francis- 
co, CA 94109 


Format: VHS (J Beta IL] 


Sup 8mm () 


Beta ll 
Sound Sup 8mm [) 


Reg 8mm (J 


\. (J Mitchell Brothers’ 48 page color picture catalogue at $5.00 
Five You must be 18 to order this product. Please allow 6 weeks for delivery. 


ADDRESS _ 


CITY/STATE/ZIP__.__ 
Enclosed is my () check L) money order (cash not RaccentedC) C VISA [ O MC 


VISAIMG No. toe __Exp. Date _ 


Subtotal’ 2... as 


California residents add 6% sales tax. __ 
Postage, handling and insurance___ 3-00, 


TOTAL 9. eg SAS 


FOR FAST SERVICE ON 
L 


| 
A A A a a a ey ne 


MASTER CHARGE/VISA ORDERS CALL 
(800) 227-3400, 
In California (415) 441-1930 
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Bogie and Jan Sterling in Columbia's 
The Harder They Fall. 


Indian Head test for proportion and 
alignment) guide you in improving 
your tv picture’s quality. Informa- 
tion booklet included 

And the movies: 

Alice Adams Katherine Hepburn is a 
spinster social-climber at the turn 
of the century who finds love with 
Fred MacMurray 

Sioux City Sue Gene Autry rides 
again 

Cockeyed Cavaliers Slapstick with 
the Laurel-and-Hardy style team of 
Wheeler and Woolsey 

Sing Your Worries Away A 40's musi- 
cal: entertainers tangle with gang- 
sters. The delightful Bert Lahr and 
Buddy Ebsen star 


ENTERTAINMENT VIDEO 

RELEASING 

EVR has made some new additions to 

their list of family fare: 

The History of the Beatles From 
beginning to end, clips from the 
career of the fab four 

Treasure Island New version of the 
children’s classic by Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

Robinson Crusoe Saga of the 
stranded Crusoe and his faithful 
Friday, from the children’s novel by 
Defoe 


VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS INC. 

“B” films galore from VCI: 

The Redeemer Omen-style story ofa 
little boy whose friends call him 
“Son of Satan” 

Out of Darkness Another horror 
cheapie starring Donald Pleasance 
and Nancy Kwan 


June 1980 


If coupon is removed, send order to: KENYON VIDEO Box 1254, Danbury, Ct. 06810 


‘Att last! Se phisticated 
‘Adult Entertainment 
- comes to TV! 


| nga what it would be like to see the sexiest 

_ centerfold girls leap off the page and perform for 

_ your pefsonal and private pleasure! Because that’s 

exactly what ELECTRIC BLUE has to offer you. A solid 

_ hour packed full of the most outrageous erotic 
scenes you'll ever witness on a TV screen! 

| SPECIAL CHARTER OFFERI ONLY $49.95! 

_ Through this Special Introductory Offer, you can get 
this full-hour first issue of ELECTRIC BLUE for only 
$49.95...and chances are, like most “first edi- 

tions” it'll become your most cherished “collector's 

| item” in the months and years to come! 

_ Here’s What You'll See! 


JULIE OUR CENTERFOLD GIRL IN ACTION Its asif she jumped right off the centerfold 
pages of your favorite magazine and onto your TV screen. And the fluid grace of 
Qa beautiful young girl is something a magazine can never truly capture. For 13 
thrilling minutes youll be viewing wonderfully photographed close-ups of one of 
the most beautiful young creatures youve ever seen. 


d have called this our ' ‘undiscovered cover girl’ 
IOUSE Wives y e treated to are truly every bit 
Is any professional model in the world! 


Marilyn 
Chambers’ 
— Catalog 
of Erotica. 
48 
PACKED 
_ PAGES. 


a ‘The very latest and - 
. XRo pede ui words ~ 


i Nose eS 


ee Ei MEISPECIAL INTRODUCTORY ORDER FORMER EE 
KENYON VIDEO Box 1254, Danbury, Connecticut 06810 Dept. £B106 


Please rush me my Charter Purchaser's Copy of the ELECTRIC BLUE one hour videocassette. | 
have enclosed my check or money order for just $49.95 plus $2.50 postage & handl- 
ing. Connecticut residents add appropriate Sales Tax.! understand that if! am not completely 
delighted in every way | may return ELECTRIC BLUE in 14 days for a prompt, complete refund! 
The FREE Catalog of Erotica is mine to keep in any case! CODE 369 


Be sure to check one: (J BETA L] VHS 
Name Signature 
(lam over 18 years of age) 
Address 
Ry i RO ha be eee es os STG Ye ES PAG 
L] Bank Americard (VISA) L] Master Charge Exp. Date Mo. Yr. 


Canodian residents send orders to Kenyon Video, P.O. Box 4077, Postal Station “A” Toronto MSW2A6 
2 ok Se a Oe SS RO Re Se Re ee ae ee ee oe ee oe 
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NoW 


e SI11 - Bordello 


‘Video Sales 


presents 


90 MINUTE FEATURES 


Get These New Releases Now!! 


e $109 - For Richer for Poorer 


© $113 - Exploring Young Girls 
e $115 - Lovelace meets Miss Jones 


TOLL FREE ORDERING 800-423-5599 
IN CALIF. CALL COLLECT 213-886-8680 


Call or send for FREE brochure today! 
Make sure you indicate Beta or VHS when you order! 
We Accept Mastercharge or Visa Card by phone! 


Dept. HV, P.O. Box 8325 ¢ Van Nuys, CA 91409 


MISS 
JONES 


MEETS 


$89.95 


e $110 - Pro Ball Cheerleaders 
© $112 - Fur Trap 

e $114-MonaQ 

@ $116 - Joint Ventures 


WRITE 51 ON INFO CARD 


HOME VIDEO (if) 


ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


FEATURES 
1000's OF SELECTIONS 


ALL CASSETTES 
GUARANTEED 


VHS & BETA FORMATS 
>» = 


-5228 


master charge 
"ot WIP eHANe at 


(216) 731 


76 
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TOWERING INFERNO 
POSEIDON ADVENTURE 


SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 
DIRTY HARRY 
EXORCIST 


VIDEO CASSETTES 
AT 


Low, Low Prices 


r: S s 2, 
: y : ’ é : a : 


62.95 
48.95 
53.95 
53.95 
49.95 
54.95 


ADULT FEATURES TOO!!! 
RATED: G, PG, R, X, XXX 


t 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
: 
GREASE 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


SEND $2.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG TO: 


HOME VIDEO ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


P.O. BOX 4266 
EUCLID, OHIO 44132. 
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Peter Sellers (center) in I’m Alright 
Jack from Time-Life. 


Ruby Carrie ripoff starring Carrie’s 
mother Piper Laurie 


| Screams of a Winter Night Kids 


pursued by a nameless horror 

Dr. Black and Mr. Hyde The old 
shocker with a blaxploitation twist 

Bad Georgia Road Cars, violence and 
sex—in that order—in the sultry 
south. Starring Gary Lockwood 
and Carol Lynley 

Dixie Dynamite Ditto, with Warren 
Oates and Christopher George 

Ebony, lvory and Jade Martial arts 
flick starring a multiracial trio of 
“foxy mamas” 

Brother, Can You Spare A Dime? A 
spin through the thirties via film 
slips, featuring Orson Welles, Mar- 
lene Dietrich, King Kong and more 


MIDTOWN VIDEO 

This Denver-based production house 

has recently been amassing tapes for 

a home video catalogue called the 

Video Collection, which includes a 

few exclusives: 

Birth of a Nation With the original 
orchestration and a rare interview 
with director D.W. Griffith 

How to Survive An Atomic Attack Off- 
the-wall advice from the 1950's 

World Series Highlights from the 

1950’s two tapes 

Nosferatu The original silent version 
of the German horror classic 

Son of the Sheik Valentino’s last film 


SELECATAPE 

Slick adult films are this L.A. dealer’s 

specialty, among them: 

Mafia Girls If you’ve been wondering 
what Carmine Galente did on his 
days off 

Screwples Need we say more? 

A Coming of Angels Yes, a Charlie’s 
Angels spoof 

Truck Stop Women A B-movie star- 
ring the late Claudia Jennings. The 


continued on page 80 
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(8) 1 (22 For free information... 


June 1980 Issue 
Use before August 31, 1980 


... ON products and services advertised in this issue of Home Video, write in 
the numbers shown under the ads, fill in your name and address, and mail 
this card today. Information should reach you in 4-6 weeks. 


Name 
Address 
City CC‘ UUULULULLCUShtatelLLLLCCC‘C;N CZI*# 
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Home For free information... 


June 1980 Issue 
Use before August 31, 1980 


... on products and services advertised in this issue of Home Video, write in 
the numbers shown under the ads, fill in your name and address, and mail 
this card today. Information should reach you in 4-6 weeks. 


Name 


Address 


June 1980 Issue 


Looking for information on a home video product or service that is not 
advertised in this issue? Give us a description in the space below, and we'll 
forward your request for information to the proper company. 


| would like information on: 


Name 
Address 
City 


ID 


Reader Inquiry Center 
Post Office Box E 
Winchester, Mass. 01890 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee ee a ee -  e -- E -  E e 


Reader Inquiry Center 
Post Office Box E 
Winchester, Mass. 01890 
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Reader Service Director 
475 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 
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POAC CRIs Grd wee ale a eee e's OR 89 
Bidehknawic Fils iv s.son. 6 « do oS 6 wee ee 81 : 
rail caper PO cc ss ba ee ve So age 89 Home Video Top Ten 6. The In-Laws 

oe A: |) ee a ere ee a ee 81 : 
Creative Computing ....°....... 13,14,15 WCIl Home Video 
DEMO VidEO: pilteg he ea ta ow eee as 71 1. Superman 
DIOCL VIGGO. Se ee ee ewe es ow ee 63 . 
PRSGaOHIE . fiints- dieu w ons keen, 5 72 WCI Home Video 7. Enter the Dragon 
Electronics Canter osc cies ss eee 93 WCl Home Video 
ME OO TOW & % 544.456 s Ha 6 oe wes 87 
Fuji Photo Film U.S.A, Inc.......0006- 25 2. Grease 
Home Entertainment Club of America.... 85 Paramount 8. The Godfather 
Home Video Entertainment, Inc......... 76 
Hudson Audio Video Enterprises ....... 85 Paramou nt 
MOVICION 6604.5 Vane sam eG ew os os ess 95 soreness 
International Home Video Club ........ 74 . 
ING whe de a eee ees ee ees ; CIV 9. Dirty Harry . 
ait VORUEIOG. 6. odo ss see or ce 98 WCI Home Video 
Rappa: Video: w+. 6. 6s ee ewe ewe ee we ss 98 
KeNnVOR NiGGO: \. sa,6 6 3 5-5 460.0 & 2 6 75,87 
MTT PIOGUCtS 6 56 0a 2 0 a ew ee a oe 86 
Eeibda; Video: sa 6% Go see 25S ose oe ww es 82 
EGve TOlEVISION: s-siS.c.s o's seek eh ene 82 

Magnetic Tape Warehouse ....-+.-ee- 93 
Marshall-Discount Video Service....... 85 
Mid-America Home Entertainment ...... 91 
Mike Brody’s Camerama ....--eeeeee 88 
Miricds EVG ING: s5-4vs. a ielk' Ss acs « aw o We 6 oes 80 
Mitchell Brothers Film Group ......... 74 } 
National Home Entertainment Show... 64,65 3. Blazing Saddles 
National Video Clearing House ........ 91 WCI Home Video 
National Video Library .... 2c cccveces 73 
North American Communications ...... 84 : 

Nostalgia Merchant .......eccceeees 21 4. Satu rd ay N Ig ht Fever _ ;, * q 
Pyramid MIG. af2.0 3s 6 nce cee eee ewe en's 68 : ’ 

Quality X Video Cassette Co........... 88 Paramount 10. All the Pr sident s Men 
RNG FIbChb nics Mace 6s acta be esse 79 WCI Home Video 

ios eieaaeere Bi cht: a eiiys es ik a Biers Zeon ete 6 5. Heaven Car Wait 
Ed Rich Productions ... 6.55 .ece0ees 87 Paramount 
Robins IndustrieS.... 26. eevee eserves 68 
Select Film Library 2... 2.2 eee eeeeee 80 Format Scorecard 
Norman R. Selinger & Assoc. ......... 70 VHS 75%-25% Beta 
SNAGCUNG. es 6K 5b oe Oe 4 6 ess 2 
Showtime Video Ventures. .....-eeee 61 Best Sel lers and Format 
Hienentig PRSERIGH os cten cs toe was sp Scorecard are based on 

CII is wk et OS Oe ee SS 
MD ClecvOnies » sos 20s aoe ewe y=’ 1 monthly survey of dealer. 
Te COMER a 6 88 ws es on we ee 4 sales nationwide conducted 
TACOOIW 5 os ke Saha ee ee Oe Re OO 81 : 
TO Gta oe eae se eae 19 by Videog raphy, the maga- 
TGIBINGGIOS oa ain. 4 4-6 5.8 6 ee eI 59 i j 1 
Theater VISION: bocce joe 670 b Hale FE es Cill zine for video professionals. 
Time/Lite Video .....-+++e2eere ees 17 The national videocassette 
Triple X Change Service... ..+-+eeeeee 8 j j ; : 

WG PACTICA ec 5 60 ow eel A ee eo es 7 distributor IS listed for each 
FIP Fe ENS OR ae eee ene mn 84 title. 

Videocassette Clearing House........- 85 

Videocassette Rentals ....-.-.2.ceeecees 83 
VideOtime Corp. oiica case eels cee wees 59 
Wid6O ALESIS a5 waste bow o.0 eee bw wow Benes 9 
Wiki CI a siiine oo ana we OO ee ee 80 
Video Connection of America ....-.-.e+e-. 59 
Video Information Systems ......... 11,71 
Video Library Company .... +. eeeeeee i. ; 2 

Wideo MaGiGs si <. 6 = + sole Se <a aioe 6 : ie , ii. pak 

Video MemorieS .. 2. eee ee ee eeeeees 82 ee i 

VIDEO SAleS<-- s.i5 wile WSs ene, oa ose woe 76 EO oS a Peete an a 5 i ee BOOTH #1252 

Wided Specinities . fc ssc oes ses eos 91 “> 

Video Sports ras eae Sar 70 ~ Play 1,2,3, or 4 TV Sets from your VCR! 

Video Tape Network... ...4+2-.0s00. 69 - Record Cable TV and regular programs! 

Video Tone International ....+++++++- 86 - Connect any 2 VCR's to dub and re-record tapes... 

Vier yiiaae na Pee reer ae Bs including. BETA to VHS! | 

ee rn aes Pe - Connect your VCR to Video Projection System! 

hg a ehatate S Meacacte aoe 96,97 death ystem 

Cae oe ar ewe h een 98 * Connect your VCR to Audio-Video Components! 
Warren Photo & Electronics ......+4- 70 SEE your Dealer for RMS VCR ACCESSORIES and KITS 
WCIHOmG Video... cc ce cee re ween Cll RMS ELECTRONICS IN 
Ab ca aga aaa I _ 50 Antin Place, Bronx, N.Y., 10562 - Tel. (212) coe 


This index is provided as an additional service. The 
publisher does not assume any liability for errors or 


omissions. . SEE US AT CES - BOOTH #1252 
WRITE 47 ON INFO CARD 
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film has attracted a real cult follow- 
ing over the years. 


PENUMBRA INC. 

From the unlikely hamlet of South- 
field, Michigan comes the Messiah on 
videotape. Penumbra Inc. has 
matched Handel’s music to a filmed 
enactment of the greatest story ever 
told, which may (or may not) be a 
marriage made in heaven. 


DEMAIO VIDEO 

DeMaio’s new releases are all public 

domain classics: 

Judge Priest A John Ford film star- 
ring Will Rogers 

Penny Serenade Cary Grant and 
lrene Dunne are a young couple 
with problems. Great soap opera 

The Man Who Knew Too Much 
-Hitchcock’s original version stars 
the wonderfully neurotic Peter 
Lorre 

Gung Ho World War II drama with 
Randolph Scott 

My Favorite Brunette Bob Hope is a 
photographer who’d do anything 
for his favorite, Dorothy Lamour 


HERE ARE THE 
UNIVERSAL VIDEO MOVIES 


YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR! 
BETA and VHS 


_| THE DEER HUNTER (color) $82.00 (2 Parts) 
$59.95 each COLOR ff 
’ ANIMAL HOUSE © John Belushi 
| JAWS — Richard Dreyfus 
(| JAWS 2 Roy Scheider 
- | SMOKEY AND THE BANDIT Burt Reynolds 


i 
i 
"| THE STING Redford and Newman : 
i 
A 


| AMERICAN GRAFFITI Richard Dreyfus 
' | DRACULA (1979) Frank Langella 
/ | SLAP SHOT Paul Newman 


| BATTLESTAR GALACTICA 


| SAME TIME. NEXT YEAR Alan Alda 

| | WHICH WAY IS UP? Richard Pryor 

| | JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR © Rock Opera 
' | SEDUCTION OF JOE TYNAN Alan Alda 

' | PSYCHO B/W Alfred Hitchcock Classic! 


Ww 


1941 John Belushi 
' | THE ELECTRIC HORSEMAN 
Redford and Fonda 


grr 


$49.95 each 


’ DRACULA (1931) Bela Lugosi : 
FRANKENSTEIN Boris Karloff | 
ANIMAL CRACKERS Marx Brothers 
' MY LITTLE CHICKADEE _W.C Fields : 
| STATE OF THE UNION — Tracy and Hepburn 
) SCARFACE Paul Muni. Ann Dvorak 3 
ADD $1.50 PER CASSETTE FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING f 
ADD: SALES TAX WHERE APPL'CABLE g 


SELECT VIDEO /FILMS 


115 WEST 31st STREET - NEW YORK. N-Y. 10001 


I 

H 

j 

; 
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' 
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: _ | THE JERK = Steve Martin 
: 

: 
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|. 

i 
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; 


j Enclosed is $______ (Check or Money Order) for the items | have 
| ordered. ' | MASTERCHARGE | | VISA 


ACCOUNT NO. 
EXPIRES 


i STATE 4) ae 


“| BETA °\ VHS ' PLEASE SEND FREE CATALOG! 
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WRITE 71 ON INFO CARD 
80 


WickoDises 


RCA SELECTAVISION 

RCA and UA Going Steady. That was 
the Variety headline and the deal cer- 
tainly sounds romantic. RCA has 
license to distribute 100 United 
Artists films for its SelectaVision 
videodisc due out in early 1981. And 
the films are biggies. 


Among them: 

Rocky 

Coming Home 

Annie Hall 

Hair 

Fiddler on the Roof 
West Side Story 

Exodus 

Semi-Tough 

The Pink Panther (various) 
In the Heat of the Night 
The Great Escape 

The Apartment 

Hospital 

Some Like it Hot 

Marty 

Judgment at Nuremberg 
The Alamo 

The Magnificent Seven 


00000000000 
Viewable 


Fast 
Action 


on any 
VHS Video Recorder 


Complete kit 
includes all 

parts and wir- 
ing diagram. 


EASY TO ASSEMBLE 


Plays your VHS tape 5 
times faster while you watch! 


S% ke abe $2.00 for shipping 
and handling 
Many other kits available 
including Slow Motion and 
Wireless Pause. 
ORDER NOW! 

Send money order or use your 
Bankamericard, VISA or 
Master Charge. Specify model 
and manufacturer of your 
machine. 


Video Club Inc. 
1807 E. Lake St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
724-5202 
©0000 0000080 
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GLADYS GEORGE: PETER LORRE 
JOUN HUSTON WARNER BROS. 


BaUELL Bs Pees 
samentT Lee OR Te! 


Paths of Glory 

Elmer Gantry 
Casablanca 

The Maltese Falcon 
Treasure of Sierra Madre 
Key Largo 

Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Red River 

Little Caesar 

Sergeant York 


MIND’S EYE 


VIDEO 


Full Selection of Movies 
from Family to Adult 


Entertainment 

rom SOO?” 
Discount prices on all 
VIDEO RECORDERS, 
CAMERAS, ELECTRONIC 
GAMES. 


Mind's Eye, Inc. - 1680 W. 72 Street 
Hialeah, FL 33014 - (305) 944-7313 


LJ Send Movie List $1. 
LJ Send Products Info $1. 
LJ) Send both $1.50 


Address 


State 
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The company has also acquired a 
package of NBC specials, including: 
Victory at Sea 

Hans Brinker 

Heidi 

The Louvre (narrated by Charles 
Boyer) 

Tut: The Boy King (narrated by Orson 
Welles) 


Dust 


Protect your investment. 


e Custom designed 
for all popular 
models. 

e Heavy gauge vinyl. 

e Machine stitched. 

e 100% satisfaction. 


= a 
LZ, master cha:ge] 


— v) 
(603) 889-6811 : 
Cem [|  COVERCRAFT 


P.O. BOX 555 AMHERST, NH 03031 
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YOU ALWAYS SAVE MORE AT TAPE CITY 


FOR THE LOWEST PRICES ON 
VIDEO CASSETTES & EQUIPMENT 
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM 

ONE OF THE LARGEST 
VIDEO DEALERS 
TAPE CITY 


404 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 


(212) 679-1606 
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE N.Y.S. (800) 223-1586 


FREE CATALOG AND NEWSLETTER 
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| VIDEO VILLAGE 


: DEPT. 23 BOWLING GREEN STATION 
y P.O. Box 764 NEW YORK, N.Y. 10004 


XXX ADULT VIDEO CASSETTES XXX 


839° $44 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
STRANGERS WHEN WE MATE 
PLEASURE ISLAND 
THE NEWCOMERS 


y HYPNOTIZED 

i CREAM RINSE 

I FLIP CHICKS 

I YOUNG AND WET 


N.Y. State Residents add 8% Sales Tax 
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and some golden oldies. .. 
Stage Coach 

Long Voyage Home 
Foreign Correspondent 
To Be or Not to Be 


RCA will also be offering some 


Charlie Chaplin classics: 
The Kid 

The Gold Rush 

City Lights 

The Great Dictator 


Coming Home o one of the films destined for the RCA disc. 


| Video 

| from the 

| film folks? 
You 


betcha! 


If you thought Blackhawk Films 
was just films, then you should get 
to know us better. Especially if you 
| own a videocassette player. 

That’s right, Blackhawk offers a 
wide selection of classic and con- 
| temporary home entertainment pro- 
grams for your videocassette player, 
in addition to our well-known film of- 
fering. (No “X’’, of course.) 

To find out about the whole selec- 
tion, write for our video catalog; Just 
| send a dollar to the address below. if 
you’re equipped for films, write for 
| our film catalog. Also a dollar. 
i 


Blackhawk 


Dept. 5149 
1235 W. 5th St. 
Davenport, lowa 52808 
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Limelight 
Modern Times 


MCA MAGNAVISION 

The Magnavision videodisc player 
will be available in Pittsburgh, Cleve- 
land, Minneapolis/St. Paul, Phoenix, 
and Buffalo. Nationwide? The answer 
still remains laterin the year. New discs: 
Electric Horseman 

Last Married Couple in America 


NEW "VCD” VIDEO CADDY 
SUPPORTS CAMERA AND 
CARRIES RECORDER 


_ Nomore heavy 
- back power packs 

== ...VCD suports 
and carries 

10 !b. video 

mee camera and 30 
c= Ibs. of com- 

ponents—safely 

and securely. 


Full movement pan head — extra long 
handle for full vertical and horizontal 
movement, instant locking with single 
handle control 

@ Rolls smoothly anywhere — ready for 
instant shooting 

@ Lowered unipod column converts it to a 
rugged luggage cart 

@ Folds compactly for easy 
storage in plane or car 

@ Precision engineered, 3 
weighs only 4% lbs. ONLY 


3” rubber wheels $49.95 


See your local dealer or write 


WELT/SAFE-LOCK, INC. 
2400 W. 8th Lane, Hialeah) Florida 33010 
(305) 885-6401 
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Gazing into the Video Future 
(continued from page 40) 


that frame and save it for later inspec- 
tion. Hitachi proposed such a set, 
called ““Memory-Matic,” in the early 
‘70s, wherein the frozen picture 
would be displayed on a smaller 
screen while the show continued ona 
larger screen. 

This capability of freezing has long 
been available in a vacuum tube de- 
vice called a scan converter. In fact, 
when your bags are X-rayed at the 
airport, the reason it doesn’t fog your 
film is that the pulse of X-rays is 
extraordinarily short. The reason it 
can be so short and still allow the 
security agent to inspect the image, is 
because the frame is being frozen on 
a scan converter. 

Well, scan converters can play 
other tricks as well. They, too, can be 
zoomed in and out and repositioned 
electronically, and, as their name 
suggests, they can convert the fast, 
one-frame-every-thirtieth-of-a-second 
scanning of television down to anice, 
leisurely, frame-every-ten-seconds- 
or-so scanning. What can you do with 
television that occurs one frame 
every ten seconds? Well, you can 


Do it with 


LOVE 


Erotic Seralinacs of Calitornia’ § sun swinger 


a wild contest. Stars MIKE RANGER, GAYLE ~ 
fresh new faces. 


send it down atelephone line, for one 
thing (but that’s getting ahead of our- 
selves) Or you can use it to operate a 
printer to give you a picture on paper 
of what’s on the screen. For a great 
deal of money, you can buy such a 
hard copy unit from Tektronix today, 
or buy the componentscan converters 
and printers from Hughes Aircraft 
and Alden Recorders, if you prefer. 
Hughes proposed a home scan con- 
verter using a vacuum tube in 1973 for 
about $300. By 1990, by RCA’s pre- 
diction (and it sounds good to me), 
you'll have one without the glass for 
just $10. 

Somehow, though, it’s hard to get 
worked up about storing one frame in 
1990, when my crystal ball is offering 
a whole hour in 2005. Oh, did | 
happen to mention that the hour-long 
matchbox in 2005 will be completely 
random access? That means that, if 
you want to watch the show starting 
at the 31st minute and 31st second, 
you can do so without waiting for fast 
forward or rewind. In fact, fast for- 
ward and rewind will cease to exist. If 
you want to watch the show faster, 
well that’s okay; you'll be able to con- 
tinuously adjust the speed in either 
the forward or reverse directions 
from a dead stop to—well, how’s this 


TELEVISION 


Behind te scenes on an X- rated movie set. Catch the i : 


action. Stars MIKE RANGER, MEGAN MORRIS. 
THE PERFECT GIFT 60min. $69. 95 


The gift you always wanted — and the interesting pasitio 


puts you in. Stars Bonnie Holiday, Judy Carr. 
BOUND 75min. $79.95 


The definitive document of Real bondage and $ & M. Se - : 


Serena (PLAYBOY, HUSTLER centerfold), amis Gillis, 
~“ Carr. 


Beta 1... Beta 2 VHS... ic 


COLOR CATALOG $1.00 (credit on purchase) 


All tapes 100% Guaranteed. Not sold for cuieation. 


| am over 21 years of age. 


Signature 
Name _ 
Address 
Zip 
TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Calif. res. add eh _ : e 


) LOVE TELEVISION © 


){ Dept. H, 681 Ellis Street, $ 
{ Allow 3-6 weeks for deli ) 
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for a limit?—the whole hour flashing 
by in half a second. And the pitch of 
the voices and music will remain con- 
stant throughout. And half a second 
is arbitrary on my part. You want it in 
a hundredth of a second? You got it. 

Paul Klein, the television visionary 
who was once executive vice presi- 
dent of programming at NBC, feels 
that children will learn accelerated 
viewing once the technology is avail- 
able. Even today’s generation of 
adults seems able to comprehend 
speech played back at 2% times its 
Original rate. After a few generations 
of accelerated viewing, who knows 
what will happen to education and 
television. 

| regret to inform you that the size 
of the random access, variable speed 
recorder will be dramatically larger 
than the plain vanilla version—unless 
nature does something about the size 
of our fingers, we’ll need lots more 
room just for the switches and knobs. 
Of course, voice recognition is in its 
infancy as well and, why not even 
postulate the existance of direct con- 
trol by brain wave? Why not? You 
can; I’ve got a crystal ball limited to 
television. 

Hoo boy! The dazzling array of 
images emerging from my crystal ball 


PREVIEW 
VIDEOTAPE! 


«a» \20 X-Rated All-Male Films 
as shown in the finest 
Gay Theatres 
’ on a 1 hour videotape 
for only $65.00. 


Bi SEND $1.00 FOR OUR 


COMPLETE CATALOG 
(Good for $5.00 off first order) 


LAMBDA 
VIDEO 


P.O. Box 323, DEPT WV 
East Rockaway, N.Y. 11518 
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ADULT FILMS 
ON VIDEO CASSETTES 


$9.95 + YOUR FILM 
100’s TO CHOOSE - FULLLENGTH 
SEND FOR CATALOG 
TRIPLE X CHANGE SERVICE 
3125 W. BURBANK BLVD. 
BURBANK CA. 91505 
213-845-0048 
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FOR SALE 
SONY _DXC 1610 w/carrying case, 
under warranty-$2200. PANASONIC NV 9400 
w/adapter and RF converter-$2600. 48 hours. 


Suite 400, West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 


2001 Palm Beach MhalitE 
Lakes Blvd. Memories 
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“IT predict that by 2005, we will be able to 
record and play television programs, with 
virtually perfect quality, using a machine 
that has no moving parts. Furthermore, the 
medium used for recording may be as small as 
a matchbox for an hour long program!” 


makes me wonder if the stuff | put on 
my pizza was really oregano. Where 
can | begin? 

Well, editing, as | mentioned earlier, 
is a form of processing. Editing, in 
2005, will be as instantanous as our 
highly developed creative processes 
will allow. If you want to edit every 
otherframe oftworecorded programs 
together—like shuffling a deck of 
cards—it’lltakejustaboutaslongasit 
takes you to say it. You won't even 
have to change matchboxes, because 
you'll have access to your whole 
library at once. With elaborate voice 
recognition, an editing session with 
just you and your editing machine 
might sound like this: 

“Let me see the end of the third 


scene... noa_little bit later... yeah, 
that’s it...no, go back just asmigeon 
... right! Now, how about if we stick 
that scene with Margaret after that... 
no, alittleearlier...yeah,there...no, it 
justdoesn’'twork. Do youremember— 
|don’tknow, maybe abouttwo months 
ago—there was thatstuffweshotupat 
George’s place... yeah, that’s it, only 
when Shirley camein...yeah, exactly 
... Okay, let me see them together... 
Great! lloveit!...okay, nowinthenext 
scene...” 

Ridiculous? I’m noteven looking for 
a HAL computer out of 2007, just a 
simple voice recognition system that 
will utilize key words. Today, with a 
$500 Radio Shack computer you can 
play a game called “Eliza” that will 


have you wondering whether there’sa 
little personsomewhere insideall that 
plastic, and I’m not talking about 
today—lI'm talking about 25 years 
from now. Think of what’s happened 
in our world since 1955! 

(continued) 


VIDEO SPECIALTY STORES 
HIGH RETURN—LOW INVESTMENT 


The Video Industry is now in a vertical climb. VIDEO CASSETTE RENTALS, 
INC. has created a new concept which allows you to enter on the ground floor of 
this exciting and unique industry. We are looking for progressive people who 
want to own their own prosperous business and involve others at the same time. 
Initial investment of $29,500 is fully secured by an extensive video library and 
equipment. We expect your initial investment fo be paid back within the first 
year via our concept of secured ferritory sales & the nature of our market. 


VIDEO 
CASSETTE 
RENTALS, 
INC. 


For further ) 
call or write (including 
telephone #) TO: 

Thomas R. Revell, President 
VIDEO CASSETTE RENTALS, Inc. 
P.0.Box 195, 

Mount Epharim, N.J.08059 

° (609) 456 - 9510 


information 


June, 1980 
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Beyondediting, the possibilities are 
so vast it's hard to know where to 
begin. Today, using digital video 
effects units, program producers can 
squeeze and stretch images, flip them 
over, push them off the screen, repeat 
them normally, inverted, reversed— 
whatever. And the heart of the digital 
video effects units is the frame store. 
That means, reverting again to the 
RCA prediction, that by 1990, con- 
sumerswillbeableto perform athome 
all of the special effects that the 
broadcasters can perform today, and 
more—whatever gets developed be- 
tween now and 1990. Imagine pulling 
Walter Cronkite’s or Dan Rather’s 
cheeks like a rubber clown’s, while he 
delivers the news. Imagine squishing 
Chuck Barris into alittle ball when he 
introduces his latest show. 

Notice the verbs: pull, squeeze, 
squish, stretch, flip. Vital Industries 
even calls their digital effects unit 
“Squeezoom.” What do all of these 
verbs have in common? They’re tac- 
tile. They’re things we do with our 
hands. For most of today’s digital 
effects, we like to imagine the picture 
as a sort of putty, which we can then 
manipulate (even the word “manipu- 
late” comes from a root meaning 
handful). 


Okay, here it comes: prediction 
number four—while there may be 
breakthroughs in voice recognition 
and even direct, inductive communi- 
cation with the brain, the major ad- 
vancein video processing by 2005 will 
bea tactile control unit, feeling some- 
thing like putty, which will be quite 
literally manipulated and will have an 
identical effect upon the pictures 
involved. 

If you'll want to make your picture 
rumply, likeaflag blowing inthe wind, 
well, all you'll have to dois manipulate 
your putty until you see what you like. 
When you want to pull Walter Cron- 
kite’s cheeks, you'll just grab on and 
pull; when you want to squish Chuck 
Barris, you'll just squish away. 

And beyond digital video effects 
and editing? Well, perhaps this be- 
longs more correctly under acquisi- 
tion, since it’s really not processing 
anything, but, on the other hand, 
there’s nothing to acquire. Well, any- 
way, what it boils down to is the pro- 
cessing of nothing. 

It sounds esoteric, but it’s exactly 
what all artists do: they start with 
nothing, and then do something to it. 
A painter starts with a blank canvas 
and then makes a picture; a sculptor 
starts withalump of clay orachunk of 


rock; a composer starts with blank 
paper—so does awriter. And with tele- 
vision? 

An audio engineer once joked that 
home receivers were getting so com- 
plex with their tone controls and pro- 
cessing functions, that eventually 
radio stations would transmit nothing 
but noise, which the super complex, 
computerized receiver could be pro- 
grammed to turn into any kind of 
music. Today, at such institutions as 
M.I.T. and New York Institute of Tech- 
nology, artists—not programmers or 
engineers, butartists sitat aninvisible 
pad of paper holding an inkless pen, 
and draw. And whatthey drawappears 
onacolortvscreen.Inanystyle. Inany 
color. With any sort of brush, ranging 
from the finest pen point to the fattest 
roller, to an airbrush, at any height 
above the “paper,” to brushes that 
don't exist in real life, like a brush that 
paints strokes of daisies instead of 
strokes of color. 

You've probably already seen the 
results of this on tv, ranging from 
Leroy Neiman’s Super Bow! paintings 
on CBS toa Life Saver commercial. A 
brandnewtechnology, even forbroad- 
casters, television “painting” will 
surely bein the home by 2005 and will 
be combined with the editing, effects 


ASTRALVISION. 


VIDCOR 


THE COMPLETE VIDEO CENTER 
Supplying the needs of the video market 


Inc. 


‘ASCENT 1” 


An Incredible ’ : 
sensory Voyage 
of Sight and : 
sound. a 


Now for the first time a video cassette that actually 
changes its mood when you do. “ASCENT 1” is the 
highest expression of the art of computer anima- 
tion. Artfully paced to its own complementary 
sound track, its images explode with vibrant color 
or soothe with flowing shapes and rhythms. An in- 
credible journey through the mind’s eye that can be 
enjoyed over and over again, each time with new 
fascination. “ASCENT 1” is pure entertainment anda 
visual fantasy that can be used to improve concen- 
tration, enhance moods and/or stimulate creative 
forces. Frequent usage can produce alpha brain 
waves that can induce relaxation. 
To: North American Communications, Ltd. 
11 No. Skokie Blvd., Lake Bluff, IL 60044 


FULL COLOR 60 MINUTE PROGRAM 
O Please rush me —— cassette(s) at $44.95 each plus $1.50 


shipping. 
0 | enclose my check. 0 Beta ll format. O VHS-2 format. 


PRCA 2a he ei ne 0 i a Sa rie 
Sheet ccc ee a 
City, State, Zip. 


nie 
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throughout the country. 
INDUSTRY, EDUCATION, PROF. 
AMATUER, 


We carry a large selection of 
the top major brands of video 
and audio visual equipment at 
unbelievable low prices. 


¥Y% hour video recorders 

3/2? _— 

4” video recorders 

video cameras 

yre-recorded tapes 
HS blank tapes 

Beta tapes 

video accessories 

hardware 

software, 

large projection tvs 


SONY, PANASONIC, 
RCA, JVC, QUASAR, 
SANYO, TOSHIBA, 
PRICE,SELECTION AND 
SERVICE ARE UNBEATABLE. 
EXPORT AND DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
For more information Call or Write 


VIDCOR INC. 

200 Park Avenue South 

New York, N.Y. 10003 

Lek 212226021273 

Toll Free: 800-223-5661 ext. 73 
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and tactile control as well. 

In 2005, if you don’t like the news, 
you won't just have recourse to cheek 
pulling; you'll be able to draw your 
own newscaster—ogre or angel— 
create some simple animation to go 
along with it, hook in a simple audio 
analyzer so that the mouth moves 
appropriately to what’s being said, 
and lean back and enjoy! 

Whatwill video processing belikein 
2005? What can you imagine today? 
DISTRIBUTION 

If you don’t want to descend yet 
from the ethereal to the real; if you'd 
like to dwell a bit longer on the artistic 
before reverting to the technical; if 
you'd like to let your imagination con- 
tinueto roam; then, by allmeansdoso. 
| will wait here for you. 

Ready? Okay. What does television 
distribution consist of today? Mostly 
television stations. Oh, there’s a few 
people who get their television pro- 
grams directly from a satellite, and 
there’sa whole lotthatgettheirs out of 
a cable television connector, and 
there’s some that get theirs in the mail 
or in stores in the form of tapes or 
discs, but nearly everybody gets their 
television programming from atelevi- 
sion station, via the airwaves. 

What will television distribution be 


VIDEOCASSETTE CLEARINGHOUSE. 
Want to buy, sell, borrow, lend, or 
barter videocassettes with other home 
VCR owners? | coordinate. 
David Anderson 
Box 1589 
New York 10025 
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SATELUTE TV 


GET 50 CHANNELS! | 


It's all true! No matter where you live . 


televisio 


SPACECOAST RESEARCH 
Dept. J, Box 442. Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 
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“We buy & sell 
new & used 


BETA 


& PE \ @ video equipment 
TAPE, e. & tape at the 
EQUIPMENT best available 


\& MOVIES’ prices 


HUDSON AUDIO VIDEO ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 209, LIVINGSTON, N.Y. 12541 
(212) 662-0114 


Vl 
HeA°V-E 
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“In 2005, there will be no such thing as a tv 
set. There will be a video display, or several, 
perhaps one in each room or several in a room 
so that people can face each other and still 
watch tv. There will be surround sound.” 


like in 2005? Well, there’s a lot of new 
technologies thatit won't belike. Take 
satellites, for example. There's a lot 
of brouhaha these days about direct 
satellite broadcasting to the home. 
Will it happen? Sure, but it’ll be dull 
and old hat by 2005. Satellite broad- 
casting is really just another means of 
broadcasting, likeatelevision station, 
and ituses up limited electromagnetic 
spectrum allocations, and it can only 
be received by those of us without a 
building between us and the satellite, 
which means few people in cities. Oh, 
itll happen, all right, and soon, butit’ll 


all be over by 2005. 

There’s talk now about sets that will 
be able to eliminate ghosts. They'll 
happen, too, again relatively soon, 
and they, too, will be old hat by 2005. 

There are new services, being 
transmitted in Europe and experi- 
mented with in this country, called, 
generically, “teletext.” Broadcast tele- 
text is a system which encodes infor- 
mation, such as alphanumeric news 
reports or pictures, and stuffs itintoa 
portion of your picture which is nor- 
mally invisible (the black bar that you 
see when your vertical hold isn’t work- 


Or Write To: 


FREE VIDEO MOVIE 


FOR JOINING HOME ENTERTAINMENT CLUB OF AMERICA 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 
EXCHANGE PRIVILEGE 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 1-800-233-8761 
PENNA. RESIDENTS 717-323-8756 
HOME ENTERTAINMENT CLUB OF AMERICA 
BOX 1655, WILLIAMSPORT, PA 17701 
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SEND $1.00 
FOR OUR 

BIG DISCOUNT 
CATALOGUE 
TO: 


D 
ALL TITLES Di 
e G 


Marshall Discount Video Sarvice 


3130 EDSEL DR. e 
(313) 671-5483 


TRENTON. MICHIGAN 48183 
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ing right). With your teletext-decoder 
equipped set, you can restore the in- 
formation to its original form, pre- 
senting you with a magazine of per- 
haps 200 “pages,” each individually 
selectable, each continuously up- 
dated, on topics ranging from the 
weather, to airline schedules, to eco- 
nomic analysis—you nameit! Teletext 
is great! By 2005, it will be obsolete. 

What will distribution technology 
belikein 2005? It willbe acombination 
of several technologies, all old. It will 
take the concept of libraries, add the 
telephone switching technology of 
the nineteenth century and cap it off 
with the technology of glass. Oh, yes, 
it willalso make use of something pre- 
dicted accurately by David Sarnoff in 
1955: electronic light. 

Television distribution today is 
temporal. You watch what’s available 
when it’s available. Video recorders 
temper that somewhat, enabling you 
to watch something at a somewhat 
more convenient time, but you can’t 
record what's not being broadcast. In 
a large city, there may be a choice of 
ten over the air programs at any time. 
In large cable television systems, that 
choice may go up to fifty channels. 

Can youimagine goingintoalibrary 
and beingtold by thelibrarian that you 


PORTA-BRACE™ 


Carry your portable 
recorder and camera 
on your back ...or 
put it on wheels. 


Camera cases: 
RCA CC004, JVC 
G71. 

Back packs, cases 
and carts for: 
RCA VDP150, Pan- 
asonic PV2600 and 
others. 


Recorder Case 


SEND FOR CATALOG | 
K and H Products, Ltd. 
c= Box 246,.North Bennington 
Vermont 05257 ~=802-442-9118 
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could only select from fifty books— 
but, don'tgoaway mad; inhalfanhour 
there'll be a different fifty to choose 
from? Can you imagine being told by 
the telephone company that you 
could only call fifty different people at 
any time, though in half an hour, you 
could call a different fifty? Can you 
imagine being limited to fifty different 
television programs at a time? Sure, 
it's easy. In fact, I’m sure some of you 
are dazzled by the thought that some 
people actually have access to fifty at 
a time. 

This prediction is so simple that my 
crystal ball is blushing at the very 
thought. Predictionnumber five: Tele- 
vision programs in the year 2005 will 
be delivered to at least a substantial 
number of us through the technology 
of switched optics, and how soon 
“substantial number’ becomes ‘‘vir- 
tually all’ issimply a matter of how fast 
the cables can be installed. 

What’s switched optics? Well, takea 
look at your telephone. You can call 
any other telephone in the world at 
any time, just by utilizing the pair of 
wires connecting you to the phone 
company. This little miracle is 
accomplished by using lots of 
switches and a few wires. If you want 
to call Australia from New York, for 
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example, your two wires get switched 
to a bundle of wires heading west, 
then may get switched to a bundle 
going out of the country, then may get 
switched to a bundle heading to Aus- 
tralia, and will finally be switched to 
the wires going tothe phone you want 
to call. What an incredible system! 

Today, little computer terminals get 
switched to massive data banks via 
this system. Today you can call such 
“data banks” or “programs” as “Dial- 
a-Joke’ or the weather report or the 
correct time. Today, in England, a 
form of teletext called “viewdata”’ 
enables you to dial up more pages of 
that television magazine—instead of 
200 broadcast pages, there’s access 
to 50,000 dial-up pages. 

If only television could be trans- 
mitted through the switched tele- 
phonenetwork! Alas, transmitted ona 
pair of wires, television doesn’t get 
very far. Transmitted on an optical 
fiber, however, television can be car- 
ried great distances. 

In 2005, television programming will 
not be temporal. You won't get a tv 
listing showing what’s on at 7:00 pm. 
You'll get a phone book (or, actually, 
you'll Know what number to dial to 
view the phone book on yourset). The 
phone book willlist hundreds of thou- 
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sands of programs—maybe millions! 
These programs will be stored in 
solid-state memory banks near their 
owners. If you want to watch my pro- 
gram, you'll dial my number and my 
memory bank will disgorge the pro- 
gram down a Chain of optical fibers 
leading to you. If someone else wants 
to watch thesame programa few min- 
utes later, why, that’s okay, too. 
Remember, the solid-state memories 
are random access. The second party 
can start watching the program from 
the beginning even though you are 
several minutes into it. Liveshows will 
be funneled directly into the network 
without a memory. When your phone 
bill comes at the end of the month, it 
will reflect a charge for my program 
price. When my bill comes at the end 
of the month, it'll show acredit forthe 
same amount, less the phone com- 
pany’s transmission fee (“end of the 
month” is quite figurative; the billing 
will be instantaneous, as will the 
transfer of funds between the appro- 
priate banks, and to find out the state 
of an account, all you'll have to do is 
dial the right number). 

So, if television stations and satel- 
lites become obsolete, what becomes 
of the radio spectrum thus vacated? 
Why, it'll be used for CBTV! 
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“Fast forward and rewind will cease to exist. If 
you want to watch the show faster, well that’s 
okay; you'll be able to continuously adjust the 
speed in forward or reverse from a dead stop 
to—how’s this for a limit?—the whole hour 
flashing by in half a second.” 


Already, amateur radio operators 
are beaming television programs to 
each other, using little community tele- 
vision stations called “repeaters.” 
Some oftheham tv peoplearealready 
asking the governmentfor permission 
to let the non-hams in on the fun. 
Eventually, you might walk around 
with a little tv terminal that can access 
the whole switched network, but my 
crystal ball doesn’t think that'll 
happen by 2005. 

PRESENTATION 

Well, we’ve got button sized cam- 

eras and pinpoint mikes; we've got 
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matchbox-sized recorders and voice 
activated editors; we've got tactile 
manipulators and switched optics. 
What the heck do we watch it on? 

Predictions of flat panel and wall 
screen tv sets are old hat. Mind you, 
the technology is not old hat, just the 
predictions. Sarnoff predicted wall 
screen tv sets in his 1955 article and 
had the size limited only by the view- 
er’s desires, and, well before 1955, in 
fact, even beforecommercial telecast- 
ing began, people were predicting flat 
tv sets. 

Will there be flat panel tv by 2005? 
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Oh, yes, long before then, but it’s not 
going tobeappreciably differentfrom 
what we have now. Flat panel tv sets 
will range from perhaps six by eight 
inches to somewhere aroundthirty by 
forty inches. Will there be wrist tv sets 
and giant television walls? Maybe a 
few, but they sure won't be common- 
place. How come? 

Companies around the world have 
been working, are working, and will 
continue to be working on flat panel 
technologies. A very promising tech- 
nology, called “electroluminescence’” 
is SO advanced at the moment in 
Japan, that its introduction in black- 
and-white (or, in this case, probably 
black and orange) tv sets seems 
unquestionably due in the next few 
years. But, promising though it may 
be, electroluminescenceandallofthe 
other light emitting technologies 
being developed for flat panel tv 
require energy to make the picture 
light up. 

Television sets as they exist today 
(utilizing cathode ray tubes) are actu- 
ally ratherefficientlightemitters. Yeta 
very large tv set uses a substantial 
amountofenergy to make the picture. 
A tv set displaying a picture across an 
entire wall would utilize as much 
power as several air conditioners— 


thesameistrue of flat panel technolo- 
gies, except that some are far worse 
and would reach the several air condi- 
tioner stage in aunit only about 18 by 
24 inches. 

Well, how about in the other direc- 
tion? What about teeny, tiny wrist tv 
sets? Alas, it’s thesame problem. Even 
though a wrist tv would consume a 
tiny fraction of the power consumed 
by sizable sets, it is still likely to be 
more energy than you can comforta- 
bly draw from a battery which will fit 
insideawristtv. You'd beableto watch 
forafew minutes and then need anew 
battery. 

What about non-light emitting 
technologies? Well there’s hope there 
for at least some black-and-white 
form (electroluminescence lends 
itself very nicely to color as does gas- 
discharge, another emissive technol- 
ogy), and Hughes Aircraft has shown 
some very nice wrist-sized tv displays 
utilizing liquid crystals, but what do 
you do at night? Light it up? There 
goes the battery. 

Then what, besides some wrist tv 
sets, some wall tvsets and a lot of flat, 
but average-sized tv sets, will presen- 
tation technology be like in 2005? 

Prediction number six: In 2005, 


while there may be some tv sets left 


that will display television as we know 
it, most tv sets will feature extremely 
high definition pictures, presented on 
a screen roughly half as high as it is 
wide (as opposed to today’s three- 
quarters as high as wide). Thanks to 
the high definition (good enough to 
read fine print on a magazine page 
carried full screen), people will sit 
closer to their tv sets. Actually, there 
willbe no such thing as atvset. There 
will be a video display, or several, per- 
haps one in each room or several ina 
room so that people can face each 
other and still watch tv, and there will 
be a switching unit that will request 
programs from the optical cable or 
from the matchboxes or from the but- 
ton cameras or from the tactile 
manipulators or whatever. There will 
be surround sound. 

Such work as has been accomp- 
lished on holographic imaging will 
have to be matched with holographic 
display. Already, several companies 
are working on systems to create 
three dimensional (not holographic) 
images within a block of crystal orina 
mysterious hall of mirrors. Work will 
be in progress, if not completed, on 
stimulation of the other senses, the 
tactile and olfactory and palatal. 
Inductive stimulation of the brain will 


Of all the video-cassette suppliers we've been doing business 
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be attempted as well. 

Computers and data banks will be 
thoroughly integrated into the tele- 
vision and switched optical networks, 
such that educational shows may be 
accidentially created at any moment. 

For example, if you are watching a 
drama and someone gives someone 
else a shot of strychnine, you may 
wonder whatthatis. Youneed not fear 
missing the program, because your 
computer unit knows exactly where 
you are and is feeding the rest of the 
program into a matchbox. You mum- 
ble, “Hmmm, | wonder what strych- 
nine is?” and your voice recognition 
unit displays whatit thinks you wantto 
know about on asecondary screen, in 
case you really don’t want to stop 
watching the program. If you say 
“search,” it finds a program on the 
derivation of strychnine from the nux 
vomica plant. That inspires you to 
learn a bit more about plants, so you 
search for that, too, till you come to 
grass and getcurious aboutthesortof 
grass used in sports, which leads you 
to football, and why itis called a pigs- 
kin, So you search out pigs as well, and 
so on. The sneaks have educated you 
when you weren't even looking. 

Well, it really won’t be that sophisti- 
cated, even in 2005, but it'll be on the 
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(Panasonic PV 2200 & PK 600— 
Combined Price Special) 
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Panasonic PV 1200 6 Hour 1 Day Programable 710. 
Panasonic PV 1600 6 Hour 7 Day Programable 850. 
Panasonic PV 1650 6 Hour 7 Day Programable 970. 
Sony SL 5400 4% Hour Beta Format 

Panasonic PV 2600 Portable Recorder w/Tuner 950. 
Panasonic PK 600 Color Camera w/Power Zoom 775. 


“A hard day at the office? Come home (assuming 
that, by 2005 you don’t conduct all your 
business from your home), turn on the waterfall, 
add artificial sunlight, throw in a few tropical 
breezes, call up some audio for exotic birds, 
sit on the tactile stimulator, and away you go!” 


way. Some breakthroughs in associa- 
tive memories (read: artificial intelli- 
gence) may be required before things 
can take place at a proper pace. But 
presentation technology will be excit- 
ing, nonetheless. 

Remember those frame stores? 
Well, utilizing that technology, you'll 
be able to watch as many channels as 
you want to on a single screen at 
once, making them any size you like— 
perhaps, one large and the rest 
small—and changing sizes at anytime 
you like. It’s already possible with 
those digital video effects units. 
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And naturally, you'll be able to 
freeze frames at any time, Zoominon 
what seems interesting, and use your 
manipulator if you’re frustrated. 

A hard day at the office? Come 
home (assuming that, by 2005, you 
don't conduct all of your business 
from your home), turn on the water- 
fall, addalittle artifical sunlight, throw 
in afew tropical breezes, call up some 
audio forexotic birds, sitonthetactile 
stimulator, and away you go! 

What will television be like in 2005? 
How the heck should | know? But | 
doubt it'll use atomic batteries. 
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PROJECTION TV 

A one-piece projection tv (model P- 
4500) from Toshiba has a 45-inch 
screen and an optical system featur- 
ing multi-coated lenses. Without an 
optional electronic tuner, the P-4500 
can be directly connected to your 
VCR; with tuner it’s a regular tv. 
Energy consumption is 98 watts, and 
on-screen channel display is also fea- 
tured. With tuner and remote control, 
the unit costs $3,500. 


BETA TAPES, SLP VHS TAPES 
VHS videocassettes designed for use 
with long-playing, slow-speed VCRs 
are being offered by Maxell Corp. HG 
(for High Grade) videocassettes 
come in 30-, 60-, 90-, and 120-minute 
lengths and cost from $18.95 to 29.95. 
Maxell is also offering Beta tapes in 
30/60-minute (L250) and 60/120- 
minute (L500) lengths for $16.95 and 
$22.50, respectively. 


HOME COMPUTERS AND VIDEO 
GAMES 

A mind-boggling assortment of com- 
puter hardware and software is avail- 
able from Atari. To begin with the 
hard stuff, you have a choice of two 
personal computers, the Atari 800 
and Atari 400. Atari 800 comes with 
the “peripheral” model 410 cassette 
tape recorder (optional with Atari 
400), which allows loading and stor- 
age of computer programs and use of 
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Atari “Talk & Teach” interactive edu- 
cational programs. Other peripherals 
include Atari 820 and 825 dot matrix 
printers which provide hard copy; 
model 830 acoustic modem which 
hooked up to your telephone pro- 
vides access to such information 
sources as newswires and stock quo- 
tations; and the Atari 850 interface 
module which is required for connec- 
tion of some peripherals including 
models 825 and 830. When you need 
a break from calculating and graph- 
ing and learning and wheeling and 
dealing, you can pick up peripheral 
joystick and paddle controllers and 
relax with some video games. The 400 
is $600, the 800 $1,000. 

Atari does offer a video computer 
system designed solely for video 
games, complete with controls and 
Combat, a 27 game program. Zillions 
of other games are available, from the 
popular Space Invaders to sophisti- 
cated programs like Codebreaker 


and Video Chess. Night Driver puts 
you on a dark and treacherous road, 
Adventure transports you to an 
enchanted kingdom, Backgammon 
and Tennis recreate suburbia—and 
on and on. For the serious minded, 
there’s the Basic Programming car- 
tridge which teaches you the basics 
(naturally) of computer language and 
programming, and such _ personal 


computer ‘programs as the Financial 
Planning series whose titles include 
Bond Yield, Mortgage Analysis, and 
Stock Rate of Return. Prices on these 
vary. Happy button-pressing. 
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SPACE INVADERS™ Game Program™ 


SOUND CAMERA 

Another lightweight camera for home 
videomakers: the 7.7 Ib. model QC-35 
color sound camera from Sharp Elec- 
tronics. Features of this shoulder- 
style unit include a “C” mount fl.8 
17.5-105mm 6:1 zoom lens with auto 
iris, 1%-inch viewfinder/monitor, 
incident light level indicator, on- 
Camera recording/pause control and 
built-in mic. The QC-35 also comes 
with AC adapter. $1,095. 


PROJECTION TV 

A no-frills giant screen color tv is 
being offered by Maya Video Pro- 
ducts Inc. (New York City). The two- 
piece model comes with a 52-, 60-, 
66- or 81-inch washable screen, and 
its projector has a fl.3 detachable 
lens. A projector mount that swivels 
and rolls on casters is optional. Prices 
start at $645. 
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BOOK 


15,000 listings of pre-recorded 
tapes and discs in one 700- 
page guide—for only $24.95 
e Descriptions, 
producers, 
casts 
and awards. ¢ 
e Distributor §& 
names and & 
addresses. & 
e All available ; : 
formats . —_ 
e Indexed by subject and title. 


e Authoritative—yet the most 
affordably priced. 


And its companion... 


The Video Programs Index. 4th 
Annual Edition. Edited by Ken 
Winslow. Complete who's who 
to video programming: sub- 
jects, formats and fee struc- 
tures of over 400 major video 
program distributors and re- 
tailers, addresses and phone 
numbers. Price $6.95. 


Order both now—save on 
The Video Source Book 
and The Video Programs 
index at $29.95. 


(Add $1 postage & handling on all orders.) 
(NY State residents add appropriate tax.) 


Publications of 
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For Master Charge and Visa 
Call now toll free 
800-824-7888. 

California, call 800-852-7777, 
ask for Operator #909. 


Or make check payable and 
mail to: 

The National 

Video Clearinghouse, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3/ Dept. 60HV 
Syosset, New York 11791 
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Cassettes 


Attractively covers the top 
GIRL y / T.M. portion of your VCR. 
Rigid Smoked Plastic Dust Cover 


Designed to fit the following recorders: 
VHS; RCA, Magnavox, Panasonic, Quasar, GE, Sylvania, Philco, Curtis-Mathes 
Beta; Sony models SL8600 & SL5400, Zenith models KR9000 & VR9000 


4 8 95 Plus $2.00 for postage and handling. 
B Alaskan, Hawaiian and Canadian orders add $2.00. 


QIBD-S-OLEEM T.M. — Clean your heads 


Professional Video Recorder 


Head Cleaning System 


Kit includes: 
(4) Deerskin Cleaning Swabs, (1) 5'' Extension, (1) 3f Adapter, (1) 90° Adapter, (1) Anti-static Glove, 
(1) Bottle of Cleaning Solvent. All attractively packaged in a rigid plastic dust-free storage case. 
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Michigan residents add 4% State sales tax. 
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VIDEO CONTROL CENTER 

No, it’s not an electronics lab in New 
Jersey with technicians flipping 
switches and peering into monitors. 
It’s actually a small flat box that fits 
neatly under your VCR and allows 
you to hook up your main tv, VCR, 
cable or pay-tv, video games or com- 
puter without running from machine 
to machine. Its maker, Beta Video 
calls it Distrivid, and it features jacks 
that allow for hook-up of each piece 
of home video equipment, with but- 
tons on the front for equipment oper- 
ation. Simple enough. $199. 


VIDEO CAMERAS AND VCRS 

Low power consumption (7.2 watts 
DC) and light weight (4 Ibs., 10 oz.) 
are the main advantages offered by 
Quasar’s video camera models 
VK725 and VK730. Both also have 6:1 
power zoom lenses, and feature 
boom microphones and AC power 
supplies. The VK725 has a fixed 
mount electronic viewfinder, while 
the VK730 has an adjustable mount. 
Both cost around $990. 


Also on the light side, Quasar is 
offering a portable VHS VCR, model 
VH5300 which weighs less than 11 
lbs. with battery. On a battery this 
model can record for over 1 hour, 
while plugged in it can record up to 6 
hours. AC power supply and elec- 
tronic tuner that turns the VH5300 
into a 1-program/1-day programma- 
ble are optional, but this portable 
does feature slow-motion, freeze 
frame and single frame advance. 
$1,140. 

Another of the special effects VCRs 
is Quasar’s table model VH5155. 
Pause, freeze frame, single frame 
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advance and range of speeds from 
quarter speed slow motion to normal 
speed, as well as channel changecan 
be accomplished by remote control. 
This in addition to the machine’s 
2/4/6 hour recording capability and 
programmable clock timer that 
allows you to record 4 programs up to 
one week in advance. $1,350. 


EEERRE LER TEER? 


MINIMONITOR 

Since Akai’s “Peek-A-View” video 
monitor weighs just 2 Ibs., and fea- 
tures a 1%-inch screen and 1-inch 
speaker, you can set it down 
anywhere—the arm of achair, the top 
of a rock—to see and hear what 
you're taping, whether it’s sandlot 
baseball or a program other than the 
one on your tv screen. Pause control 
is featured, allowing you to eliminate 
commercials by vigilant button- 
pressing. A 20-foot cable and durable 
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plastic housing further increase the 
minimonitor’s mobility and usability. 
$170. 


PROJECTION TVS 

The Vidimax collection of projection 
tvs from TransVision all havea single- 
tube projector whose 6.5-inch, f 1.9, 
high-speed 3-element lens with 12- 
inch focal length is focused manu- 
ally. Their highly reflective screens 
are washable. Atthetop of the line are 
One-piece models 750, with a 50-inch 
screen and 760, whose screen mea- 
sures 60 inches. Both boast a solid 
walnut console with a shelf for your 
VCR. 

The rest in the Vidimax line are two- 
piece systems, available with 50-inch, 
60-inch or 72-inch screens that can 
be wail mounted or propped by an 
optional floor stand. The series 600 
also has a solid walnut cabinet, witha 
recessed shelf for VCRs and accesso- 
ries, and is covered at both ends with 
acoustic grille foam for undistorted 
sound transmission. The series 400 
has a smaller walnut console 
mounted, like the other Vidimax 
models, on casters. The more eco- 
nomical series 300 rests on a hard- 
wood base, while its brother, the 
300C is ceiling mountable. Vidimax 
prices range from $1,095 for the 300 
models to $1,695 for model 760. 


Home Video 


IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR THE LOWEST PRICES STOP 


SL 5400 HR 6700 U 
SL 5600 RCAVDT-625 


==" TOLL FREE 800-526-5383 


BLANK VIDEO TAPES PRE-RECORDED VIDEO TAPES } SOLDIER BLUE 
BETA FORMAT PATTON THE AGONY AND THE ECSTACY MAGNETIC TAPE WAREHOUSE 
SONY L500 : THE DETECTIVE NASTY HABITS 360 S. MAPLE AVE 

L750 | THE BIBLE PLANET OF THE APES aa hol Sun noo ia 
DUPONT L750 M*A*S*H" SILVER STREAK 201 
VHS FORMAT VALLEY OF THE DOLLS THE GRADUATE 
JVC T60 SOUND OF MUSIC THE LION IN WINTER 

T120 STINGRAY DUCHESS AND DIRTWATER FOX 


PANASONIC NVT60 : AFRICAN QUEEN & MORE 
120 ; BUCK ROGERS SS 7 
TDK T60 THE OMEN THE BEST XXX RATED IN THE 


120 . MODERN TIMES MARKET***WRITE FOR FREE * 
MINIMUM ORDER 5 TAPE 
4.00 shipping for 1st 3g HERCULES CATALOGUE. : 


case: 1.00 ea add'l case prices subject to change without notice 
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‘Discount Prices on All Video Equipm ent 


call Toll Free 


1-800-228-4097 


(in Nebraska 402-466-8402) 
eVideo Tape Recorders eBlank Tape (VHS or BETA) 
eProjection TV Systems e°Color and B&W Cameras 


We carry major brands like 
ePanasonic Sanyo ®*JVC eSony Scotch 
eTDK *Magnetic Video Hitachi 
Please enclose $1 with coupon below for our latest video components and movie catalogues. 
ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee en a eae Te 


Please send me your latest Video Equipment Buyers Guide 
and Movie Listings. Enclosed is $1 for both. Send to: 


Address 
City eis)? = Renal as 8 REE Ae aS RENT A 6 


| | 
4 z 
Name 
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Electronics Center — 
443 N 48th St. q VISA 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 |. = 
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VIDEO COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE 
Mattel, parent of the Barbie doll, now 
manufactures another modern icon— 
the home video computer with its 
array Of games and assorted soft- 
ware. Their Intellivision (for ‘“intelli- 
gent television’) system consists of a 
master component which allows you 
to enjoy their video games, and a 
typewriter-like keyboard component 
which turns the master machine into 
a personal computer. 


With the keyboard you can also 
play Mattel’s line of interactive pro- 
grams aimed at self-help, self- 
education and self-enrichment. The 
Stock Analysis program is billed as 
an “electronic broker.” Jeanne Dixon 
Astrology, Jack Lalanne’s Physical 


Conditioning, and Dr. Art Ulene 
Weight Loss Program help you cope 
with the heaviness of life, and Con- 
versational French teaches you to 
parlez bien using the keyboard’s 
built-in microphone. The games 
include the usual sports simulations, 
gambling and parlor games and 
children’s instructional, but the video 
graphics are exceptionally attractive, 
from the pine-studded snow of Skiing 
to Armor Battle’s tropical jungle. 
Prices vary, but the master compo- 
nent should retail for under $300, the 
keyboard for about $550; cartridges 
are about $30, cassettes under $18. 


6-HOUR VCRS 

Now in the VHS line from Sylvania are 
two VCRs which can be programmed 
for 1 program per day, and can con- 
tinuously record for up to 6 hours. 
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Both models VC2700 and VC4500 
feature wired remote pause and 
audio dub. The VC4500, a 21-Ib. por- 
table, also has electronic tuning and 
function buttons, and can record on 
battery power for about 1 hour. Its 
batteries and carrying strap are 
included. The VC4500 is $1,500; 
VC2700 is $1,100. 


6-HOUR VHS VCR 

General Electric’s new 6-hour VCR 
guides you step by step through the 
programming process via a series of 
lights. Five different programs, to the 
end of a 6-hour tape, can be pro- 
grammed per week. Also featured are 
pause control, tape counter with 
memory and audio dub. $1,150. 


PORTABLE VCR AND COLOR 
CAMERA 

Hitachi has delivered a bouncing 
13%-lb. VHS-format VCR, portable 
model VT7000A/VT-TU70A. It pro- 
vides 1% hours recording on a self- 
contained battery, so you can take it 
anywhere; but its one program/24- 
hour timer and 2/4 hour playback 
mode also give you the option of leav- 
ing it home. Other virtues include 
electronic tuning and an air-damped 
cassette holder, but remote control 
with 20-foot cable is optional. $1,450. 


A color camera you can take along 
is also available from Hitachi. Model 
VK-C750 weighs 4 Ibs. and has a 
built-in mic. Its 2.8-1 zoom lens with 
TTL viewfinder and color tempera- 
ture control with meter are other 
advantages, and its price is $700. 


7-DAY VCR 

Another special effects marvel has 
arrived straight from the drawing 
boards of Mitsubishi. VCR model HS- 
300U can be programmed to turn on 
one program for each of 7 days, plus 5 
other programs on any channel dur- 
ing the same period. It also has a 
built-in RF adapter, and consumes 
only 38 watts of power. But that’s not 
all: HS-300U features visible fast for- 
ward and fast rewind at 15 times nor- 
mal speed, slow speeds of 1/10 nor- 
mal and 1/3 normal, freeze frame, and 
manual single frame advance. A 2- 
hour tape comes with the unit but 
remote control is optional. $1,350. 


VHS AND BETA CASSETTES 

The chrome videocassettes by BASF 
Systems (Bedford, MA) are available 
in VHS and Beta formats, and come 
with their own plastic covers. VHS 
cassettes come in 1/2/3-hour (T60) 
and 2/4/6-hour (T120) lengths, and 
Beta lengths are 1/2/3-hours (L500) 
and 1%/3/4%-hours (L750). Prices 
range from $16.95 for L500 to $24.95 
for T120. 


VIDEO CABINET 

All kinds of electronic components 
and accessories can be accommo- 
dated by the cabinet designed by 
Sound Stack. Its shelves can be 
adjusted by half-inches, and its tinted 
glass door can be right or left 
mounted. Other touches’ include 
walnut grain finish, racks for video or 
audio discs and optional sliding 
shelves. Other options: additional 
shelves, interior lighting, circuit- 
breaker-protected power strip. 
$249.95. 


VHS TAPE 

Memorex has added a T-90 length 
videocassette, which runs 1'%4/3/4% 
hours, to its existing line of VHS 
cassettes. $18.99. 


Home Video 


There are dozens of video clubs. 
But only the Inovision Club 
saves you 12% to 40% 
on electronic equipment 


for your home! 


Save big money! 


Inovision is a new and unique video/ 
electronics club. It’s a subsidiary of 
the multi-national Electronic Data 
Systems, one of the world’s largest 
computer service corporations. 

By buying in huge quantities, 
Inovision can offer its Members 12% 
to 40% discounts on name-brand 
electronic equipment and the latest 
videocassette programs for the home. 
Keep up-to-date 
As a Member, you'll keep abreast 
of the latest developments in home 
electronics. 

That's because Inovision’s buyers 
are highly-trained experts who are 
deeply involved in the latest 
technological breakthroughs and 
furthermore because their job 
requires them to be in constant 
contact with leading manufacturers 
all over the world. And the insights 
they learn are regularly passed on 
to you as a Member. 

Save time and trouble! 

As a Member, you can avoid the time 
and gasoline expense of shopping all 
over town trying to get the best price 
from a local dealer. 

Inovision Members purchase at 
an automatic discount directly from 
our catalog. And there is no limit on 
what you can buy or how much you 
can save! 

You are under no obligation to buy. 
And there are no minimums and no 
automatic shipments. 


We offer these brands: 
- JVC Vidstar + Sanyo 
-RCA - Casio 
- Sony - Canon 
- Atari - Texas Instruments 
- and other brand names! 
We offer these products: 


- videocassette recorders 

- portable video recorders 
and cameras 

- projection TV's 

- home computers 

- calculators 

- energy-saving thermostats 


- video and home computer furniture 
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- blank videocassette tapes 

- video games 

- and more! 
Important: Many of the items 
Inovision offers you are so new 
that they aren’t even available in 
retail stores! 
New & classic movies 
on videocassette 
We are virtually a one-stop shopping 
center for all major videocassette 
movie entertainment. And we offer 
you a huge discount on the most 
popular movies: 

“The Godfather” 

“Saturday Night Fever” 

“The Sound of Music” 

“M.A.S.H.” 

”The French Connection” 

“Patton” 

“Tora! Tora! Tora!” 

“The Graduate” 

“King Kong” 


“High Noon” 

“Citizen Kane” (and many more!) 
Exclusive video programs 
Only Inovision offers you a special 
selection of entertainment, science, 
sports, how-to, and children’s 
programs. We offer exclusively: 

“ANIMALS ANIMALS ANIMALS” 

(Emmy award-winning 

children’s program) 

“Odyssey” (visual music) 

and more! 
Immediate delivery! 
Your catalogue order is shipped 
promptly —usually within four or five 
days. And every product is shipped 
in a factory-fresh carton, and your 
satisfaction is guaranteed— and 
backed by Electronic Data Systems, 
a $275 million a year multi-national 
corporation. . 

We accept VISA, Master Charge, 
and American Express cards. 


Before buying elsewhere, call or write us and compare! 
Our toll-free number is: 1-800-527-0263 
(in Texas) 1-800-442-5846 
Call us now. Let us tell you how little we charge for our name-brand 
electronic equipment, popular videocassette programs, and movies for 


your home. Or fill out the coupon below and mail it to us. pe eee 
Find out today how you can save a lot of money. | 1) 
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__] Yes, send me your free 1980 Inovision catalog. 
|] Yes, send me more information on the Inovision Club 
Send to: Inovision, Dept.HV6 PO. Box 400040, Dallas, Texas 75240 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


| own: 

[| home computer 
[| home video 

(_] other 

Name 

Address 
City/State/Zip 
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Who knows what we'll bring you next in quality home electronics. 


Each product sold by Inovision is backed by a full manufacturer's warranty AND by 
our guarantee: Return any product purchased from Inovision within 30 days—for 
any reason—and we'll either replace it or reftund your money. 


model/brand 


(please print) 


Inovision” 


AN EDS CORPORATION 


year purchased 


Digits es 
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The Video Wholesalers Story: 


Unbeatable Savings. 

Video Wholesalers, Inc. deals in huge volume. We buy 
direct from the manufacturers and ship directly to you. 
There are no distributors or dealers involved, no fancy 
store overhead. Every corner is cut, every unnecessary 
cost is trimmed to bring you the absolute lowest prices. 
Anywhere. 

To find out how low, just pick up your phone now and 
call us on our toll-free number. 

You'll find that you can save up to 40% over store- 
purchased merchandise. And, because of the high-ticket 
price of most video equipment, this can mean hundreds 
of dollars in savings to you. 


All Major Charge Cards Honored 

Video Wholesalers honors VISA, Master Charge, 
American Express, and Diners Club cards. One of our 
representatives will take your order over the phone, 
verify your credit, and your purchase will be on its way 
to you within 24 hours. What could be simpler? 

Naturally, if you prefer to pay by check we'll honor 
that too. 


Only Pefect Merchandise. 

We do not sell seconds, end-of-lines or closeouts. 
All equipment sold by Video Wholesalers reaches you in 
factory-sealed cartons complete with full factory 
warranties. 

You are assured of the same brand new, untampered 
merchandise you would get if you bought from a high 
quality department store. 


Select From All Major Brands 

Our multi-million dollar inventory offers you only the 
finest brands on the market. 

Choose from names like Sony, JVC, Panasonic, 
Magnavox, RCA, Sinclair, Quasar, Atari, Bally, Fairchild, 
Video Brain, Apple, Scotch, Allied Artists, TDK, Toshiba, 
sanyo, Hitachi, Zenith, Sharp, Magnetic Video, and Akai. 

If we do not carry a brand you inquire about, it is be- 
cause we have not been satisfied with its performance, 
value, or reliability. 


Lowest Prices On Software Too. 

Video Wholesalers also offers you fantastic savings on 
every kind of Video software: blank cassette tapes, video 
game cartridges, prerecorded movie tapes and a vast 
selection of VideoDiscs. 

Titles include top box-office hits such as Patton, 
American Graffiti, Animal House, Smokey and the Bandit, 
Jaws, The Sting, The Godfather, Saturday Night Fever, 
as well as special items like the Muhammud Ali fights, 
and gourmet cooking demonstrations. 

For detailed listings of movies and shows, mail the 
attached coupon and enclose $1.00 for our latest catalog. 


Want to be a Dealer? 

Video Wholesalers now offers its years of experience 
and resources to persons wishing to join this exploding 
and profitable business. 

If you would like to become a dealer, or open your 
own video outlet, return the coupon on the opposite 
page and we'll send you details. 


Visit Our Miami Showroom. 

Next time you're in Miami, please visit the Video 
Wholesalers’ showroom at 39 N.E. 71st Street. You’ll get 
a chance to see our vast inventory, compare model for 
model, and find out which equipment is best for you 
from one of our highly-experienced representatives. 


America’s Biggest Discount Warehouse 


Phone Toll-Free §00-327-0337 


In Florida (305) 754-2131 


America’s Biggest Discount Warehouse 
UARANTEED 


LOWEST 
PRICES 


ON ALL MAJOR 
BRANDS! 


sony * JVC * Panasonic 
RCA ¢ Quasar « Atari + Bally 
Mitsubishi « Warner Bros 


50" washa -* Fuji» Paramount + Maxell 
viewing of ¢ TDK « Toshiba * Sanyo 

¢ Hitachi « Zenith » Sharp 

¢ Magnetic Video « Akai 


JVC HR-6700 U VIDSTAR VIDEO RECORDER 
2 hr/6 hr, 7 day/6 program, electronic tuning, slo-mo/still frame, 
speed play. 


PANASONIC PK-600 Deluxe Color Camera New, Light- 
weight with 6-1 Power Zoom Lens, Auto- electric i iris, 
Telescopic Mike 


QUASAR VH-5200 
RO PORTABLE VIDEO RECORDER 
AND VA-515 RQ TUNER-TIMER (OPTIONAL). 
Battery or AC, switching. Records up to 6 hours. Tuner-timer 
has electronic tuning, remote pause and channel changer. 


MAGNAVOX VIDEODISC PLAYER RCA VDT-625 Video Recorder. 
Plays TV shows and movies from records with a laser bear Os! 7-day program. Records up to 
hundreds of titles. Slow or fast motion, frame-by-frame, reverse, fast fo 6 hrs. Slo-mo, freeze-frame, 
speed play. 


cartons within 24 hours VIDEO WHOLESALERS, INC. 39 N. E. Tist Street, Miami, Florida 33138 4 


. one: VISA, MASTER CHARGE, AMERICAN —S and DINERS CLUB cards 
Multi-Million dollar inventory honored via Phone or Mail 


VISA/MASTER CHARGE/AMERICAN EXPRESS/DINERS CLUB NUMBER Exp. nate : 


CALL OR WRITE FOR THE LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE! © 


C1 would like to become a dealer. LJ Send information on opening a Video store. 8 
L] Send latest price list. ] Enclosed is $1 for latest Video catalog = 1V-0 CO 
a 
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EAPPA VIDEO 


IT’S HERE! 


FINALLY — 
Your home video system 
can be a pleasure to operate! 


Announcing the satest product from Beta Video Inc. — 
DISTRIVID '-M.. Distrivid is a central control center 
for your Home Video Equipment. Each piece of 
equipment in your video system will hook-up to a 
specific jack on the back of Distrivid. You do not see 
masses of cables, A/B switches and Splitters, 


This enables each piece of equipment to function in- 
dependently of the others, at the touch of a button. 
lf you have many sources of Antenna signal (Antenna, 

Pay TV, VCR, Game, Computer or Videodisc), and 
wish to watch one while you record another, Distrivid 

is for you. 


With Distrivid, your time is spent enjoying your 
video system, not trying to understand how to Ope: 
rate it. : | _ 
Distrivid is easy to fastall ‘simple to operate. ond 
costs less than any other means of Gonmecting your 
video equipment. * 

Also, it looks nice. Distrivid, as shown below, ‘fits 
right under your home VCR. 


NOW — only $179. 00 
CALL OR WRITE US TODAY 
*For systems having 2 TV’s, a VCR, Antenna or 
Cable and Pay TV. 


A EKAPPA VIDEO 
HOME VIDEO DISTRIBUTION 


9612-F Lurline Street 
Chatsworth, Calif. 91311 
(213) 709-6590 
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IMPROVE VIDEO DUBS 


The First Low Cost 
PROFESSIONAL IMAGE ENHANCER 


Adds sharpness and detail to video dubs 

Improves low cost color cameras 

B & W mode for proper enhancement of B & W materials 
Coring circuit helps reduce enhancement noise 

3 input selector switches both audio and video 

Built-in distribution amp provides 4 outputs 

Uses standard phono pin connectors 

1 year limited warranty on parts and labor 


The DETAILER Il is a unique type of image enhancer 
especially designed for use with Beta and VHS ver’s. Its 
separate detail and sharpness controls provide flexibility for 
dealing with a wide variety of material. The result is a dramatic 
increase in picture quality whether used for recording, 
playback or dubbing. 

Take advantage of our full refund guarantee. Use the 
DETAILER II for 10 days. If you are not entirely satisfied, return 


it for a full refund. 
Price $250.00 


VIDICRAFT 

P.O. Box 13374 
Portland, Oregon 97213 
(503) 233-8295 
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_Joynt Ventures: 


for your erotic viewing pleasure 
Pro Ball Cheerleaders @ Sex Drive @ Vera 
China DeSade @ Ecstacy Girls 


Any of the titles are S : 
available for only... y Oo, 5 ope 


Send Check or Money Order. To: 


JOYNT VENTURES 
P.O. Box 1129 © Reseda, CA 91335 
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Take My VCR...Please! 


It’s no joke. VCRs, cable tv and video games are creeping into our 
national consciousness. How do we know? Just take a look 
at the work of America’s major cartoonists. 


By Gary Arlen 


Lots of us cut Out newspaper or 
magazine cartoons or comic strips 
that hit close to home. The clippings 
are taped and tacked to doors, desks, 
cash registers, and office walls. For 
several years I’ve been collecting car- 
toons that deal with areas | confront 
daily: video, tv, and communications. 

My clipping file is growing rapidly! 

Take Mr. Tweedy. Mr. Tweedy is a 
comic panel that appears in news- 
papers and chronicles the mishaps of 
the protagonist, a truly nebbish char- 
acter. Mr. Tweedy always finds a way 
to do something wrong, dumb, or 
mindless. A vignette in November, 
1978 struck a sensitive chord. The 
cartoon depicted guests who are 
perusing the bookshelf where 
Tweedy stores his videocassettes. 
One guest remarks: “So far it seems 
he’s taped 64 hours of ‘The Gong 
Show’ and 128 hours of ‘Bowling for 
Dollars.’”’ 

That’s the kind of nerd Tweedy is— 
and by implication, the cartoonist 
may be saying that’s what a lot of 
home video collectors are also put- 
ting on tape. 

Of all the irreverent gauges that 
measure public awareness The New 
Yorker cartoons are as off-beat as 
any. Yet within a recent five-month 
period, that magazine ran at least four 
panels dealing with home video 
recorders. Cartoons about video, 
cable tv, and pay tv have been crop- 
ping up in magazines, newspapers, 
and trade journals all over the coun- 
try. The message: video has arrived. 

Sometimes the reference dips toa 
simple pun or gag—such as a recent 
John Darling comic strip depicting a 


June 1980 


tv screen set into a huge wooden reel 
used to transport cable. “How do you 
like your cable tv?” a friend asks. 
Such easy jokes (which, of course, 
must presume that readers are ac- 
quainted with the topic and lingo) 
merely scratch the surface of the 
issue. A cartoonist’s talent lies in 
identifying foibles and then caricatur- 
ing them. And home video has proved 


MR. TWEEDY 


© 1978 Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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©1978. Los Angeles Times Syndicate; reprinted with permission 


to be a remarkably easy topic for 
them to handle. Not only does it offer 
up as targets the gadget-freaks and 
toy-mongers who rushed out to buy 
VCRs, but home video itself is an easy 
whipping boy for its role as a tool 
which helps propagate the mindless 
culture of tv. 

That's the reason, perhaps, why 
cartoonists during the past few years 


by Ned Riddle 


‘So far, it seems he’s taped 64 hours of ‘The Gong 
Show’ and 128 hours of ‘Bowling For Dollars’.”’ 
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Have you noticed how 


many contests now offer a 
VCR as the top prize? The 


message is that they are 


valuable, attractive items. 


have portrayed VCRs as either a lazy- 
man’s gimmick or a rich man’s play- 
thing. (A recent New Yorker cartoon 
caption read: “lI have everything 
money can buy—except one of those 
videocassette recorders.’) 

It was no surprise when VCRs got 
the once-over from cartoonists at 
magazines like Playboy. If memory 
serves correctly, Playboy was among 
the first consumer magazines to men- 
tion home video equipment, usually 
in the “gifts” or “gizmos” section at 
the back of the magazine. That was 
probably an editorial decision af- 
fected by Hugh Hefner’s own gadget- 
orientation and his early acquisition 
of professional video equipment for 
taping Hutch happenings. 

Now Playboy cartoonists—like 
many VCR owners—are shifting their 
attention to the more esoteric uses of 
home video equipment. In February a 
Playboy cartoonist, recognizing 
VCRs’ role in purveying pornog- 
raphy, depicted a gloating man, eyes 
popping, as he watches nude women 
frolicking on the tv screen above a 
stylized VCR. The caption line: “You 
didn’t think | bought this baby to tape 
‘Masterpiece Theatre,’ did you?” The 
screen scene left it unclear whether 
he was watching an X-movie he had 
purchased, or if this was a home- 
made porn romp. Whatever the case, 
the message was clear—home video 
equipment has—um—diverse uses. 
It's that kind of trendiness that makes 
video in particular and tv in general 
such an easy mark for the cartoonist’s 
pen. 


Most cartoons about VCRs aren't 
quite as specialized, especially in less 
sophisticated syndicated strips. In 
the cutesy, heart-warming Family 
Circus panel for instance, a belea- 
guered daddy was turning on his tv 
set. One of the Family’s precocious 
youngsters, talking about his friend, 
says, ‘“Eddie’s family has a machine 
that watches TV for them.” 
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS, 


Copyright 1979 


The Register and Tribune 
Syndicate, Inc. 


Reprinted courtesy of The Register and Tribune Syndicate, Inc. 


The aforementioned Mr. Tweedy 
took another look at VCRs recently— 
this time more directly aimed at the 
low quality of tv programming itself. 
Tweedy was in a tv showroom listen- 
ing to asalesman demonstrate how to 
use a VCR: “When you want to tape 
something for your permanent col- 
lection, you press this button... .” 
Meanwhile Tweedy is looking around 
at the tv sets in the store—all of which 
are tuned to a channel on which typi- 
cal prime-time fare is displayed: a 
close-up of a vaudeville-type come- 
dian, with an arrow through his ears, 
bow-tie and floppy hat. Definitely the 
stuff worth handing down to posterity. 

According to one of The New 
Yorker's art editors, the magazine 
received a raft of cartoon submis- 
sions about VCRs when Betamax was 
first introduced. But like many other 
trendy topics that quickly become 
commonplace, cartoons about VCRs 
tapered off at The New Yorker during 
the past year or so. 

VCRs? “Commonplace?” How can 
that be when the statistics tell us that 
fewer than two percent of all Ameri- 
can homes have the devices? 

Why are so many people so inter- 
ested in home video—especially 
since so few people actually own 
equipment? (Actually the million- 
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‘“Eddie’s family has a machine that watches 
TV for them.” 


plus homes with VCRs are hardly 
“tiny” in themselves—but they 
represent only a small segment com- 
pared to 75 million tv households.) 
And what acounts for the widespread 
public knowledge of video recorders 
—estimated at upwards of 90 percent 
—very high for a product which has 
Only been available for about three 
years? 

A large part of the answer 
obviously can be found in an equa- 
tion which includes the glamour of 
the product plus the exposure it has 
had. That exposure slipped VCRs 
into the national consciousness 
quickly and widely. Have you noticed 
how many contests and drawings 
now offer a VCR as one of the top 
prizes? Anyone who bothers to read 
the mail or look at a contest entry 
form sees that VCRs exist—and gets 
the subliminal message that they are 
valuable, attractive items worthy of 
being a grand prize. 

Then there’s the “sex appeal” or 
“status” of owning a VCR or video- 
disc unit. Be it the “snob” ingredient 
(thatis, you're the first on the block to 
have one) or the freedom factor (you 
can watch what you want when you 
want), video devices have quickly 
captured Americans’ imaginations as 
something special. 


Home Video 
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“Dear Harold, by the time you play this videotape cassette, 
I will be far, far away.” 


And we can’t ignore the reality that 
home video devices have become 
favored playthings of media personal- 
ities and executives. How often has 
Johnny Carson quipped about a 
video recorder? How often have you 
heard a guest on Mike or Merv or 
Dinah talking about what they 
popped on their VCRs last week? 
Trend-watchers cite such references 
as building blocks which create exposure 
—and glamorize—their products. 

Meanwhile, surveys showed that 
the highest initial sales of VCRs was 
in New York, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Obviously the numbers 
would be high because of the sheer 
size of those markets. But percen- 
tages (per total population) were 
higher than the national average, and 
analysts chalked that up to the 
greater over-all media awareness in 
those cities with their concentrations 
of production, advertising and media 
companies. 

And cartoonists. 

Video’s easy accessibility and use 
is also prompting other inventive 
ideas on how to employ the 
equipment—and that has helped 
spread the good word about video's 
possible applications. Whether or not 
anyone has really used video for a 
“Dear John” message (a la one Car- 
toon that appeared in The New 
Yorker), people are corresponding 
with videotapes—sending messages 
to friends across the country, often 
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along with off-air programs they are 
Swapping. One executive transferred 
hundreds of dollars of Super 8 movies 
of his son’s Bar Mitzvah to a video- 
cassette, and wishes he could have 
shot the event itself on video if the 
equipment had been available a few 
years ago. | 

| can hardly wait to see acartoonon 
that theme: maybe it would show 
videodisc souvenirs of the ceremony 
and party handed out to everyone in 
attendance. 

Interestingly enough, cartoonists’ 
video visions are not limited to VCRs. 
Electronic and video games come in 
for their share of japes—starting 
again in magazines like Playboy. 
Again the widespread ownership of 
the games has made it possible for 
understandable gags to turn up in 
many places. Inarecent issue of Dat- 
amation, a computer-industry trade 
magazine, there was a drawing of a 
huge stadium. And there on the play- 
ing field, with a line down the center, 
were two markers (scoring digits at 
the top of the field/frame)—and a 
pong dot bouncing across from 
side-to-side. 

Berry's World, a popular daily news- 
paper strip, took a poke at the video 
game environment more than two 
years ago. The panel was filled with 
sound-effect words “bleep, ding, 
eeeert, ping, beep.” Kids were in the 
background with a tv set. And a man 
with bleary, dazzled eyes and tousled 


hair was desperately screaming, 
“Could we turn off the electronic 
games and toys for a while?” 


Obviously some trade magazines 
aimed solely at people who make 
their living in communications indus- 
try activities have picked up the issue. 
More than a year ago, a Broadcasting 
magazine report on new video tech- 
nologies was illustrated with a car- 
toon. In it, a man with a sledge 
hammer is about to take a swing at 
the loading deck of his VCR. His wife 
sternly lectures him: “Stop that! Every- 
body told you VHS and Beta tapes 
weren't interchangeable.” 

Most of the cartoons which appear 
weekly on Broadcasting’s editorial 
page deal with issues of relevance to 
industry insiders, such as program- 
ming, station operation, and legal 
issues. But with increasing fre- 
quency, the drawings—especially 
those by cartoonist Jack Schmidt— 
are taking a look at the evolving new 
home video technologies. Schmidt 
drew the VCR compatibility cartoon 
mentioned above. He’s also jested 
with home satellite technology. In a 
prescient cartoon several years ago 
he predicted the use of the roof-top 
antennas for plucking signals from 
the sky. Of course in his version, the 
antenna was a giant dish which 
dwarfed the house on which it was 
resting. The family said that owning 
its own receiver was far cheaper than 
signing up for pay cable. (In reality, 
the rooftop antenna which experts 
foresee for use later this decade will 
probably be only three-feet in diame- 
ter, and folks who do own personal 
satellite receiving equipment today 
generally put itin the backyard some- 
where.) 

TV programming itself, of course, 
has been a target for cartoonists’ 
barbs for decades—and predictably it 
follows the trends set by the network 
gurus. The frequent approach of 
such cartoons is to show the tv set in 
profile, with viewers sitting deject- 
edly or bemusedly glued to the scene; 
the gag line is either a viewer’s com- 
ment about the program or the words 
the cartoonist puts into the telecast. 
Call it elitism, call it clever—or just 
call it the same mentality that 
encourages the Saturday Night Live 
crew and other satirists to parody 
commercials and newscasts. What- 
ever the reason, tv is just an easy 
target for barbs like these: 

My cartoon clipping collection 
includes a yellowing panel (probably 
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Call it elitism, call it 
cleverness—tv programs 
and tv viewers are 

easy targets for the 
cartoonist. 


from Saturday Review or similar intel- 
lectual magazine) showing what life 
would have been like if the ancient 
Greek gods had tvsets; sitting in front 
of the tube, there is Zeus slumped in 
an easy chair with a can of nectar in 
one hand, and a box of ambrosia in 
the other. 

An op-ed page cartoon by MAL last 
year carried a two-panel message: in 
one the tv screen showed the words 
“End of Prime Time.” The next: 
“Resume thinking.” 

Another Berry’s World cartoon 
showed a viewer, glued to the tv set, 
telling avisitor—‘‘There is no plot. It’s 
just a half-hour of screeching tires.” 

A Penthouse cartoon last year 
showed atv set with only two choices 
on the channel selector: “Tits” and 
“Ass.” Aman sitting in front of the set 
has chosen the former and the screen 
on the boob tube literally becomes 
just that with frame-filling breasts. 
How's that for capitalizing on a much- 
discussed media trend? 

Lately, the topic of television has 
even invaded the daily newspapers’ 
comic strip pages, with several con- 
tinuing series devoted to tv. The new 
and delightful John Darling comic 
strip unravels the life of a vacuous 
local talk show host. Tank McNamara 
frequently takes a swipe at tv’s role 
vis-a-vis the sports business. And 
some of the best Doonesbury strips 
slash at tv personalities, who 
allegedly deliver the truth as one of 
the Doonesbury characters stares 
blankly at the screen. 

The satirical and clever Shoe comic 
strip frequently spars with media 
icons—all the more significant since 
cartoonist Jeff MacNelly is also a 
widely syndicated editorial page car- 
toonist. In one recent strip, “the per- 
fesser’ (amangy old owl) is settled in 
front of his set saying, “I rarely watch 
tv, but as a journalist | feel obligated 
to watch the one relevant show that 
keeps me in touch with the times.” His 
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editor asks, “You mean ‘60 Minutes’?” 
The perfesser, in a true commentary 
on our times, replies, “ ‘Mork and 
Mindy, you doofus.” 

But perhaps the most telling com- 
mentary was an Advertising Age edi- 
torial cartoon last year which 
depicted the mythic Diogenes. This 
time, however, instead of alantern, he 
is carrying atv set—and the caption is 
“lm looking for a totally original tv 
program.” 

The implication, of course, is that 
he stands as much chance of finding 
itas Diogenes did of finding his hon- 
est man. 

Whatever misgivings people may 
have about the value of home video 


© 1978 by NEA, Inc. BOWS: 


‘“‘Could we turn off the electronic games and 
toys for a little while?’’ 
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equipment—or of television itself— 
the inevitable conclusion is a simple 
one. TV and video are popular and 
attractive, and their very success 
makes them ripe for assault by social 
analysts as well as cartoon com- 
mentators. | 

In the process of course, the car- 
toons help acquaint readers with 
video, letting them Know it isn’t some 
passing fad. Rather, video—like tv— 
is making valuable and serious con- 
tributions to our lives. Even if the car- 
toonists do make jokes about it. 

And while you're laughing, why 
don't you clip out the cartoons 
accompanying this article and tape 
them to your VCR? 


Home Video 
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The Ulfimate Television Experience 


Tomorrow’s television today. That’s TheaterVision—a 
giant screen home video center of incredible quality and 
sophistication. 

TheaterVision: A solid state trinitron plus color 
television receiver. Prewired for video recorders, games 
and cameras as well as standard television. Finely 
ground optical lenses. And a washable screen that 
measures up to five feet from corner to corner. 

The result: A giant color picture so crisp and clear you 
can enjoy it in normal room light. It is truly the ultimate 
television experience. 

And now, TheaterVision is available from the factory to 
you. The price: About half of what you’d expect to pay for 
any high quality color TV projection system. 

For example, the one-piece, completely self-contained 
model with wireless remote control and handsome 


walnut finish cabinet is $1,895 with a four-foot screen, 
and $1,995 with a five-foot screen. Two-piece units with 
a four-foot screen from $895. 

-TheaterVision manufactures a complete range of big 
screen television systems and all come with full 
electronic warrantees. 

For instant information about how easy it is to have a 
giant screen TheaterVision video system in your home, 
call toll free (800) 257-7880 (N.J. 1-800-322-8650). 


THEATER Vision® 


The pioneer of Giant Screen Projection Television Systems 


TheaterVision, Inc., 671 South Lawn Lane, 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
(301) 762-0420 U.S. and other patents 
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